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WYOMUN IV Uniting the World: The San Francisco Conference 

Welcome delegates! 

My name is Sara Morehous, and I will be your 

head crisis director for this committee. Before you begin 

your research about this committee, here is a little 

information about myself. 

 I am a sophomore here at Wyoming High School, 

and I am beginning my fifth year participating in Model 

United Nations and my second year in WYOMUN. If you 

are a returning WYOMUN delegate, you might recognize 

me as a chair from the China in Chaos committee, and 

especially the Communist cabinet. Participating in that 

committee made me realize my love for Model UN, so I 

hope to instill that love in this committee while you are at 

WYOMUN. I am also one of the USGs of Registration for WYOMUN and serve as the Secretary 

of Conferences for Wyoming High School’s Model UN club. 

Outside of Model UN, I love to travel, play the piano and viola, and love learning new 

things. Furthermore, I volunteered as a youth docent at the National Underground Railroad 

Freedom Center and attended the 61st UN Commission on the Status of Women over the past 

year. My greatest passions lie in the pursuit of equality and the study of history, which 

conveniently intersect in my fascination with Model UN. 

That’s quite enough about me, but if you have any questions about Model UN, 

WYOMUN, or high school in general, please feel free to reach out to myself 

(sarafrannie@gmail.com) or our staff (wyomunoh@gmail.com). 

See you all soon! 

Sara Morehous 

Committee Chair 

Uniting the World: The San Francisco Conference 
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Greetings Delegates! 

My name is Libby Spera and I will be one of your 

chairs for this committee. I am a sophomore at Wyoming 

High School and I am excited to work with you at 

WYOMUN! I know you are all eager to begin research and 

preparation, but before we dive into the history of the UN 

Charter, let me tell you a bit about myself.  

 If you are returning to WYOMUN as a delegate, 

you may recognize me from JCC China: The Second Sino 

Japanese War where I worked with Sara Morehous, one of 

my fellow chairs this year. Chairing that committee was the 

highlight of my MUN year, and I hope to help you all have 

as much fun this year as I did last. Overall, this is my fifth 

year participating in Model UN and my second year in 

WYOMUN. I am a member of Secretariat for our MUN Club and participated in OMUN in Middle 

School.  

Outside of Model UN, I am a member of Student Council, PCW Youth Group, and am 

involved around the community. I am a competitive swimmer with the Cincinnati Marlins and 

have learned the importance of dedication and hard work through my time at the pool, which 

have come to benefit me in MUN. I truly enjoy learning about history and human rights, which 

has influenced my love for Model UN.  

Anyways, I can’t wait to get to know you all at WYOMUN IV! If you have any questions or 

concerns, please do not hesitate to email me (libbys72702@gmail.com) or our staff 

(wyomunoh@gmail.com).  

Looking forward to seeing you all at WYOMUN! 

Libby Spera 

Committee Chair 

Uniting the World: The San Francisco Conference 
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Hello Delegates! 

My name is Katherine Hays and I will be one of 

your chairs for this committee. I am a sophomore at 

Wyoming High School, and I am very excited to be 

working at WYOMUN this year! Before you get into 

reading up on our committee, let me tell you a little bit 

about myself. 

This is my third year participating in Model 

United Nations and my first year participating in 

WYOMUN. I heard many great things about Model UN 

at the high school and couldn’t wait to get involved.  

Outside of Model UN, I am a member of my 

church’s youth group, a member of the WHS marching 

and concert band, and I love to volunteer around the 

community. I also dance at The Cincinnati Dance and 

Movement Center and love to travel and experience 

new things. I have found that participating in MUN has 

been great at exposing me to new things and learning so much about history and the world 

around me. 

I cannot wait to participate in my first WYOMUN and experience it with all of you! If you 

have any questions, comments, or concerns, feel free to email me (krhays97@gmail.com) or 

contact our staff (wyomunoh@gmail.com). 

           Can’t wait to see you all soon! 

                                   Katherine Hays 

Committee Chair 

Uniting the World: San Francisco Conference 
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The Committee 
On this day in 1945, delegates from fifty countries around the globe are gathered in San 

Francisco, California for the United Nations Conference on International Organization. The goal 

of the conference is to create a concise charter that outlines the future of The United Nations - 

an international organization dedicated to maintaining peace. Delegates should take into 

consideration their position’s views on voting representation, as well as understand their 

country’s personal agenda for solving their problems to effectively create the principles upon 

which The United Nations will stand. 

World War I and the League of Nations 
World War I (1914-1918) was the first global conflict involving every continent inhabited 

by people. The war was initiated by the assassination of Austrian Archduke Franz Ferdinand by 

Serbian nationalist Gavrilo Princip. At the time, people began to strongly believe in nationalism, 

an ideology where people thought that they should be governed by only those that shared their 

history. Princip believed that his people, the Serbs, should unite themselves and free 

themselves from Austro-Hungarian oppression. The complicated alliances that existed in 

Europe were provoked by the assassination. A chain reaction followed, with nations beginning 

to mobilize their troops to fight for their national sovereignty and identity. The war was fought 

between two blocs: the Central Powers and the Allied Powers. The Central Powers included the 

Austro-Hungarian Empire, Germany, Bulgaria, and the Ottoman Empire. The United States, 

Britain, France, Italy, and Russia made up the Allies.  

Treaty of Versailles 
The war ended with a treaty organized in Paris, France in 1919 between January and 

July. This treaty was organized by the Allies, without input from Germany. The Allies imposed 

many new limitations to Germany’s power, designed to prevent further aggression. Among other 

provisions the treaty established the League of Nations, Germany’s new boundaries, sanctions 

on militarization, and stripped Germany of its colonies. However, the Treaty of Versailles 

contained flaws, one of them that did not explicitly prohibiting some German military training, 

which Adolf Hitler chose to exploit as dictator. In addition, he blatantly ignored other provisions, 

making his rise to power that much more controversial.  
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League of Nations 
Once The Great War was over, the President of the United States, Woodrow Wilson, 

crafted his “Fourteen Points” for peace within Europe. One such point was to organize countries 

from North America and Europe into a collection of nations that would deter future situations of 

global mass destruction, as happened in the Great War. President Woodrow Wilson worked with 

France and the United Kingdom, the other nations part of the “Big Three”, to include his ideas in 

the Treaty of Versailles. The League of Nations functioned through the creation of three main 

committees: the General Assembly, the Council, and the Secretariat.  The General Assembly 

included representatives from each of the nation states and met once a year to decide on the 

policy of the organization. The Council included four permanent members (France, Britain, Italy, 

and Japan) and nine others elected by the General Assembly, Finally, the Secretariat was 

responsible for carrying out duties relating the meetings, including creating an agenda and 

publishing the notes from each meeting. 

Despite the thought put into the organization of the League of Nations, there were many 

aspects that led to the ultimate failure of this organization. By the time President Woodrow 

Wilson had left the office, there was much opposition in the United States’ government 

regarding joining the League of Nations. Because of this opposition, the United States was not 

one of the final signatories on this covenant. The lack of monetary support and commitment 

from the United States as well as from countries around the world added to the ineffectiveness 

and ultimate failure of this organization. 
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World War II 
The second world war began on September 1, 1939 with the invasion of Poland by Nazi 

Germany. Adolf Hitler was the Chancellor in Germany, and since that appointment had deemed 

himself “Führer” or Supreme Leader. Once the war began, blocs began to form. Nations and 

empires grouped in a bloc held similar values and shared ideas on the future movements of 

each country, and the continent as a whole. In World War II, there were two major blocs that 

had formed based on previous alliances. The Axis Powers were the nations of Germany, Italy, 

and Japan. The other bloc called themselves the Allied Powers, and the nations included were 

Great Britain, France, the United States, the Soviet Union, and China. The blocs proved to be 

necessary in exerting power over each opposing nations.  

As the war continued, the Allied Powers realized how great the destruction of the war 

seemed to be, and that there was not an end in sight. From here, the Allied Powers had various 

meetings to discuss the possibilities of creating another unified body to replace the failed 

League of Nations, and put an end to the constant threat of war.  

 

Pre-San Francisco Conference 
Declaration of St. James Palace (1941) 

In June of 1941, nine exiled governments and their representatives met in London in 

formation against the Axis Powers. Despite the constant air-raids and further attacks, these 

governments kept faith in victory and banded together in hopes to outnumber the Axis. On June 

12th, the representatives of Great Britain, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, the Union of South 

Africa, and of the exiled governments of Belgium, Czechoslovakia, Greece, Luxembourg, the 

Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Yugoslavia, and General de Gaulle of France signed a resolution 

known as the Inter-Allied Declaration of St. James Palace. This declaration was formed around 

the belief that the endurance of peace relies on the cooperation between free peoples in order 

to enjoy economic and social security.  

Atlantic Charter (1941) 
In the two months following the signing of the Declaration of St. James Palace, U.S. 

President Franklin D. Roosevelt and British Prime Minister Sir Winston Churchill met to discuss 

common goals and work in a connected effort to prevent further armed conflicts. The document 

released by the two, entitled “The Atlantic Charter”, affirmed the common principles believed by 
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their respective countries regarding to the future of the war. The Atlantic Charter was a 

message of hope to the Allies and the occupied countries, as it came from the two democratic 

powers of the day and symbolized the assured support of the United States.  

Declaration of the United Nations (1942) 
On January 1st,1942, President Roosevelt, Prime Minister 

Churchill, Maxim Litvinov of the USSR, and T. V. Soong, of China, 

signed a short document signifying a maximum war effort and 

prohibiting the countries from making peace with other outside 

nations. This document was made with similar goals in mind as the 

Atlantic Charter. The original twenty six signatories were the United 

States of America, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 

Ireland, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, China,  Australia, 

Belgium, Canada, Costa Rica, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Dominican 

Republic, El Salvador, Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, India, 

Luxembourg, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, Panama, Poland, Union of South 

Africa, and Yugoslavia. Later signatories  include, in order of signature, Mexico, Philippines, 

Ethiopia, Iraq, Brazil, Bolivia, Iran, Colombia, Liberia, France, Ecuador, Peru, Chile, Paraguay, 

Venezuela, Uruguay, Turkey, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Syria, and Lebanon. Later, when 

preparations were being made for the San Francisco Conference, only states that had, by 

March 1945, declared war on Germany and Japan and signed the United Nations Declaration 

were invited.  

Moscow and Tehran Conferences (1943) 
By 1943, all of the principal Allied 

nations were committed to a final 

victory over the Axis powers.  On 

October 30, 1943, in Moscow, Russia, 

the Moscow Declaration was signed 

by Vyaches Molotov, Anthony Eden, 

Cordell Hull and Foo Ping Shen, the 

Chinese Ambassador to the Soviet 

Union.  This declaration had four major 

parts: first, that these governments would continue hostilities against the Axis Powers, and 
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second, that fascism and its influence should be destroyed within Italy, giving the Italian people 

a chance to establish a governmental structure based on democratic principles. Thirdly, it called 

for the establishment of a free Austria after the defeat of Nazi Germany, and fourth, it noted the 

atrocities committed by the Axis powers and stated that the Germans should be judged by the 

countries in which the atrocities had been committed.  The Declaration also recognized the 

necessity of establishing an international organization to maintain international peace and 

security at the nearest practical date.  

Two months after the four-power Declaration had been signed, Roosevelt, Stalin, and 

Churchill met in Tehran for a strategy meeting. The main outcome of the Tehran Conference 

was the Western Allies’ commitment to opening a strong second front against the Axis Powers. 

The plans for a final, concerted victory were worked out at this conference.  

Dumbarton Oaks and Yalta Conference (1944) 
The Dumbarton Oaks 

Conference was the first step to carry 

out paragraph four of the Moscow 

Declaration.  In order to do so, 

delegates from China, Great Britain, 

the USSR, and the United States met 

at Dumbarton Oaks, a private mansion 

in Washington, D.C. By the end of 

discussions on October 7, 1944, a 

proposal for the structure of the world 

organization had been submitted to 

each of the United Nation’s 

governments. Included in this proposal was Structure and Bodies, Roles and Responsibilities, 

Voting, and Armed Forces in the Service of Peace. There were to be four main bodies in the 

United Nations: a General Assembly, composed of all members, a Security Council, composed 

of eleven members, an International Court of Justice, and a Secretariat. There was also to be 

an Economic and Social Council, working under the authority of the General Assembly. The 

Security Council had the responsibility of preventing future war, and the General Assembly 

could make recommendations in order to promote international cooperation. However, they 

could not make any recommendations on any matter being covered by the Security Council. 
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The method of voting in the Security Council was left open for further discussion. Another 

important aspect of the Dumbarton Oaks plan was that included states were to organize armed 

forces at the disposal of the Security Council to aid in the prevention of war and unnecessary 

aggression. It was agreed that the absence of a force similar to this had been a major weakness 

of the League of Nations.  

The Dumbarton Oaks Proposal was thoroughly discussed throughout the Allied nations. 

Extensive press and radio coverage allowed governments to submit comments and constructive 

criticism although the general consensus was that there were many notable improvements over 

the League of Nations.  

The topic of voting in the Security Council was covered at the Yalta Conference in 

February of 1945, where Stalin, Roosevelt, and Churchill met in conference. It was decided that 

each member would have one vote, and procedural matters should be made by an affirmative 

vote of nine members, while all other matters should be made by an affirmative vote of nine 

members including the concurring votes of the permanent members. The permanent members 

include China, France, the USSR, the United States of America, and the United Kingdom, 

because of their key role in the establishment of the United Nations. These members were also 

granted the right to veto.  

On February 11, 1945, the conference announced that the question of voting had been 

resolved, and summoned the San Francisco Conference. The invitations to this conference 

were sent out on March 5, 1945, and those invited were informed about the decisions made at 

the Yalta Conference simultaneously.  

San Francisco Conference 
On April 25, 1945, delegates from 50 countries will meet in San Francisco at the 

Conference for International Organization in order to create a more peaceful world. Using the 

Dumbarton Oaks proposal to guide them, delegates should work together to create an effective 

voting system and form bodies that will run within the United Nations as well as creating the 

principles on which the United Nations will stand in a charter that will be presented at the end of 

committee. 

The United Nations has been long awaited by the international world. Through two world 

wars and the failure of the League of Nations, the necessity of an international organization has 

become even more pronounced. In order to create an effective institution, delegates and the 

global community must use their diplomatic skills to ensure long term peace.  
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The process used to craft the United Nations charter must be well thought out and 

carefully created throughout the day of committee, so as not to have the same fate as the 

League of Nations. Delegates should use the Dumbarton Oaks Proposal as point zero to 

construct details on how every body, structure, voting system, and duty should be run for the 

future. However, the delegates should not limit themselves to the aforementioned proposal and 

should use their creativity to form unique additions and changes. For further direction on the 

necessary contents of this proposal, consult the Questions to Consider. 

 

Questions to Consider 
Should voting be based off of population or should there be equal representation? 

The question of voting is one that was discussed at Dumbarton Oaks and the Yalta Conference, 

however, there has not been a clear resolution for the UN body. Delegates must work 

diplomatically with countries of different sizes and opinions to create clauses that address voting 

representation, not only for the immediate future, but also to adapt to the changing world. 

Are there changes that should be made to the Dumbarton Oaks proposal? 
Using the Dumbarton Oaks proposal as a legal base will be important to creating the rest of the 

UN. Nonetheless, there may be flaws hidden within this document. It is within the jurisdiction of 

the conference to alter the bodies and rules of this proposal, if seen fit.  

How should specific United Nations agencies and bodies be created? 
The countries bonded together by the United Nations came together to work against the main 

problems of the world. These include but are not limited to: peace, health, food and water, the 

status of refugees, and the safety of children. The delegates are strongly suggested to use their 

creativity and to take initiative in order to create strong organizations that combat these 

international problems.  
Delegate Positions 

Delegates should note that due to the nature of the committee, each position listed below will 

not have portfolio powers.  

China 

V. K. Wellington Koo: Chinese Ambassador in the United Kingdom 

T. V. Soong: Chinese Minister of Foreign Affairs and Acting President of the Executive Yuan 
France 
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Georges Bidault: Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Provisional Government of France 

Joseph Paul-Boncour: Acting Chairman of the French Delegation 

Soviet Union 

Andrei Andreyevich Gromyko: Soviet Ambassador in the United States 

Vasili Vasilyevich Kuznetsov: Central Council Trade Unions of the USSR 

Vyacheslav Mikhailovich Molotov: People’s Commissar for Foreign Affairs of the Soviet Union 

Joseph Stalin: Soviet Premier 

United Kingdom 
Winston Churchill: British Prime Minister 

Anthony Eden: British Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 

Edward Frederick Lindley Wood: The Earl of Halifax, British Ambassador in the United States 

United States 

Sol Bloom: Chairman of the House Committee on Foreign Affairs 

Tom Connally: Chairman of the Senate Committee on Foreign Affairs 

Harry Truman: President of the United States 

Edward R. Stettinius, Jr.: Secretary of State 

Belgium 

Paul-Henri Spaak: Belgian Minister of Foreign Affairs 

Canada 

W. L. Mackenzie King: Prime Minister of Canada 

Norway 
Trygve Lie: Norwegian Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Union of South Africa 

Jan Christian Smuts: South African Prime Minister and Minister of External Affairs and Defense 
 

Further Reading 
Although this background guide is a great starting point for research, additional investigation is 

necessary for further understanding of the committee and the topics to be discussed. Below are 

a few sources to help delegates begin this process. That being said, delegates are strongly 

encouraged to look for sources beyond those listed here, especially when researching topics 

specific to particular positions. Taking these actions will ensure a successful committee 

12 



WYOMUN IV Uniting the World: The San Francisco Conference 

experience for all delegates. 
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