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Hello delegates!  

My name is Rasleen Krupp and I will be your chair 

for this committee. I have been doing Model UN since 6th 

grade. This year, I am serving as the Secretary of 

Programs and Recruitment on our Model UN club’s 

secretariat. This is my second time chairing for a 

WYOMUN committee, and I’m looking forward to it! I loved 

chairing last year, and hope that this year will be just as 

fun! WYOMUN has really helped me grow as a delegate, 

and I believe that my experience will help me to be the 

best chair that I can be for you all.  

I do have many other interests along with Model 

UN. I love to volunteer. Currently, I am volunteering at 

Cincinnati Children’s Hospital and assisting a senior citizen through the Generations Together program. I 

volunteer at a camp for disabled children during the summer, which is a blast! I love to hang out with 

friends and would definitely describe myself as an extrovert. One of my favorite things to do with my 

friends is laser tagging! Not to brag, but I would say that I am a boss at laser tagging.  

I also enjoy learning. My favorite classes right now are chemistry and spanish. I never thought I 

would like chemistry, because I don’t really enjoy math, but I ended up loving it! My teacher is one of my 

favorites, and he always makes class fun. I love to learn languages, and spanish is only of the ones I am 

currently studying. I am fluent in English and Punjabi, and am learning Hindi, Spanish, ASL, and a little bit 

of French. I enjoy being able to communicate with people from all walks of life, which is why I am so 

passionate about languages.  

Something I believe very strongly in is women’s rights. This is important for you to know, because 

this passion helped shape aspects of this committee. I chose to include women in this committee, even 

though women didn’t have many rights in the 7th century. However, I was very impressed when I learned 

about how many rights Muhammad gave Muslim women. He let their voices be heard, so to remain true 

to Muhammad’s vision, I chose to make sure their voices were still heard in this committee.  

I am so excited to meet all of you, and hope that you are as excited as I am for WYOMUN! 

Please feel free to contact me at raskrupp@gmail.com if you have any questions or concerns! 

Rasleen Krupp 

Committee Chair  
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Welcome delegates! 

My name is Cole Hutchins and I will be your crisis director for this committee. I am a 

junior here at Wyoming High School and I have been involved with 

Model United Nations for five years. This is my first time as crisis 

director for a WYOMUN committee and I am very excited to serve 

in this position.  

Outside of Model United Nations I am involved with several 

other clubs and teams. I play for our school’s soccer team in the 

fall, as well as a club soccer team in the winter and spring. I really 

enjoy soccer, and have been playing for ten years. I am also a 

staff writer for our school newspaper, The Horizon, and I write 

mostly about sports. I also enjoy volunteering, and regularly tutor 

students at our middle school. Volunteering is a great way to give 

back, and I really enjoy helping others. My favorite thing to tutor in 

is math, because it is my favorite subject. 

 During my free time, I frequently visit Kings Island and 

during the summer, my family often goes to Cedar point, which are two amusement parks in 

Ohio. I have been riding roller coasters since I was little, and on family vacations, we often look 

for the nearest theme park to incorporate into our trip. My favorite roller coaster is Millennium 

Force at Cedar Point. 

I am very excited for WYOMUN, and I hope to make your experience as enjoyable as 

possible. Feel free to contact me with questions or concerns at colehutchins161@gmail.com. 

Cole Hutchins 

Crisis Director  

Muhammad’s Ummah: Unifying the Arab World 
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Introduction 
In the early years of the 7th century, the prophet Muhammad started the new religion that would 

become known as Islam. Due to the tolerance for different classes, this faith quickly gained 

many followers, who called themselves Muslims. These new members formed a religious 

community that was known as the Ummah. The Ummah quickly grew, and faced much 

opposition from people of other religions. In this committee, delegates will be tasked with 

ensuring the longevity of Islam and the Ummah despite these conflicts. The delegates will also 

need to begin pondering over who will succeed Muhammad so that the Ummah will continue to 

live on after the Prophet’s demise.  

 

Background 
The Beginning of Islam  

In 612, a man in a rich but corrupt tribe of Arabia- the Quraysh- began preaching the 

basic tenets of the monotheistic religion Islam. This man, Muhammad, began preaching in the 

city of Mecca after he received revelations from the Angel Gabriel 

that made him believe that he was the last legitimate prophet of 

many, including Jesus and Abraham from the Christian and Jewish 

religions, respectively. This was the first of many revelations, and 

each was included in the Quran, or holy book, as a surah, or 

chapter. This new faith attracted women, the poor, and people who 

were unhappy with the rich for the way that they exploited and 

refused to look after the poor. Many Arabs were already familiar 

with the religions closely aligned with Islam, so Muhammad wasn’t 

teaching them an entirely new concept. He built this religion off of 

the existing social structures of Arabic society. This helped to win 

him converts, because the religion that he was preaching related to 

their way of life. His goal was to enlighten people and show them the true God, known as Allah. 

If they followed the teaching that Muhammad received from Allah, they would live good lives. 

Muhammad also condemned the Quraysh’s exploitation of the poor and predicted that inequality 

of wealth would be the downfall of the tribe. As Muhammad saw these injustices around him, he 
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built his teachings around the principles of sharing wealth and caring for the poor. He formed a 

community of Muslims in Mecca, called an Ummah, to put these teachings into practice.  

The Quraysh 
The Quraysh lived in Mecca, which is 

located in the area that came to be known as 

Saudi Arabia. The Quraysh land was not 

suitable for farming because it was a hot 

desert climate, so they relied on trade to 

support their people and economy. They were 

considered the keepers of the Ka’bah, which 

was a sacred shrine for a pagan god that was 

cube-like and black. Their position as the 

guards of the Ka’bah ensured the respect of 

the people of Arabia, and ultimately this respect translated to peace. Mecca, the city of the 

Quraysh, did not experience the same violent conditions that the rest of Arabia had during this 

time.  

However, the Quraysh still had problems. The growing gap between the rich and the 

poor caused tension, especially because the rich weren’t doing their duty and taking care of the 

poor. Muhammad saw this injustice, and condemned the Quraysh for it. He predicted the 

downfall of their clan if they continued in these ways.  

Basics of Islam  
Islam is a monotheistic religion that focuses around an omnipotent god, known as Allah. 

Muhammad was the prophet who 

received visions from Allah, and 

made it his life’s mission to 

spread these teachings. 

 

The teachings and life of 

Muhammad are documented in 

the Quran, which centers around 

the core teachings of sharing 

wealth and caring for the poor. The Islamic religion also respects other religions. The Quran 
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states that Jews and Christians are “ahl al-kitab”, or “people of the book”. This means that they 

were seen as legitimate, but Islam was a better way of living in accordance to God’s will. One of 

the first duties of Muslims was to build an Ummah, or a community with a fair distribution of 

wealth. If this Ummah prospered, it would mean that the Muslims were living in accordance to 

Allah’s will.  

This community of the religion of Islam believed in five basic practices to prosper in the 

religion. These five pillars of Islam are the acts of: declaring your belief in a single god and that 

Muhammad is a prophet, praying five times a day, giving to those who need it and being 

charitable, fasting from food, water, and other bodily pleasure during the days in the month of 

Ramadan, and the belief in making a pilgrimage now to Mecca at least once if physically and 

economically possible. 

Women In Islam 
An important thing to note about Muhammad’s Ummah is that he treated men and 

women as equals. Women could pray with men, had the same duties as men, and the two 

genders were seen as equal in front of Allah. Some women even fought alongside men in 

battles the Ummah was engaged in. Muhammad’s wives were treated with respect and even 

had a say in community affairs. One of them, Umm Salamah, helped prevent a mutiny within the 

Ummah. The Quran gave women many rights that they had never had before. They received 

rights of inheritance and divorce. Women in the Ummah had more rights than women in 

Western Europe at that time. Because of the relative equality of the sexes in the Ummah, 

several women will serve on this council as affairs of the Ummah are discussed.  

 

Problems the Ummah Faced 
Problems With the Quraysh 

The Quraysh, a powerful and economically and socially stable Arab tribe, did not like that 

a so-called “prophet” was predicting the end of their mighty tribe. Muhammad’s preachings, 

which harshly criticized the Quraysh, stirred up malcontent with the Qurayshi leaders. The 

Quraysh were polytheistic, so they greatly opposed all of Muhammad’s monotheistic 

preachings, along with the slander he was preaching to the tribe. The Quraysh were also 

strongly opposed to the teachings of Muhammad because they were anti-capitalist; Muhammad 

preached that “on Judgement Day, wealth and power would not help you” (Quran verse 26:88). 
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The tribe constantly persecuted members of the new religion of Islam and attempted to harm 

Muhammad. This opposition was led by Abu al-Hakam and Suhayl ibn Amr. They fiercely 

boycotted Muhammad and his followers, forbidding any trade or marriage with the Muslims. 

Because of this, the Muslims were faced with a food shortage. To escape this persecution and 

horrible treatment, Muhammad and his followers had to migrate to Medina. 

The Quraysh engaged in multiple battles with Muhammad and his followers. The most 

notable of these battles were the Battle of Badr in 624 and the Battle of the Trench in 627. The 

Battle of Badr was the first significant conflict, aside from immaterial skirmishes and raids, 

between the Muslims and the Quraysh. Muhammad planned on raiding a caravan of great size 

returning to Mecca from Syria; the caravan caught word of this and brought in troops to protect 

themselves. The Muslims, lead by Muhammad, even though they were outnumbered three to 

one, decided to fight anyway and won. The outcome of this battle established the Muslims as a 

prominent force in Arabia. In another battle, the Battle of the Trench, a siege on Medina was 

made by the Arab and Jewish tribes in the area. Although the enemy was much greater in 

number, the Muslims still managed to prevail using wits and expert stratagem. This victory 

resulted in the Muslims furthering their power and status in Arabia. The Quraysh lost much of 

their rank in society and their economic viability and the Qurayzah were killed and enslaved as 

punishment for their betrayal. 

Hijrah: The Migration to Medina 
In 619, the last of Muhammad’s older male relatives, Abu Talib, passed away. An 

orphan, Muhammad decided that Mecca was no longer the right place for the Ummah. In 620, 

six chiefs of the Khazraj tribe from Yathrib, came to meet with Muhammad. Yathrib, later to be 

titled Medina, was a settlement of Jewish and Pagan tribes north of Mecca. The chiefs told him 

of their tribe and their religious dissent. Muhammad introduced to them the doctrines of Islam, 

and read to them excerpts of the Quran. The chiefs embraced the beliefs of Islam and brought 

Muhammad’s teachings back to Yathrib with them. 

A year later in 621, the chiefs returned with seven more men. The men advised 

Muhammad of the growing popularity of Islam in Yathrib. With the aid of Muhammad, the 12 

pledged their devotion to Islam. The pledge included accepting Allah as the only God and 

Muhammad as his prophet. This is marked as the First Pledge of al’Aqaba. The men traveled 

back to Yathrib, bringing Mus’ab ibn ‘Umair with them. In Yathrib, Mus’ab ibn ‘Umair preached 

the words of the Quran, spreading Islam faster than ever before.  
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The next year in 622, more than 75 Muslims made the journey from Yathrib to Mecca to 

pledge themselves to the prophet, marking the Second Pledge of al’Aqaba. They invited 

Muhammad to join them in Yathrib. He was needed to arbitrate a civil war between two Jewish 

tribes. They promised Muhammad their protection for him back in their homeland. After hearing 

this, Muhammad began to urge his supporters in Mecca to travel back with the men, beginning 

the migration of Muslims from Mecca to Yathrib. Two months later, almost all of his followers 

had made the migration.  

Soon Muhammad realized, he too must join his people in Yathrib. It is said that 

Muhammad received divine direction to begin his journey. Before he left, Muhammad instructed 

‘Ali to return all of Quraysh possessions, he had held, to their owners. Then ‘Ali was to lay in 

Muhammad’s bed through the night, to trick the Quraysh men. Muhammad fled the city with Abu 

Bakr to the Cave of Thawr where they hid for three days. The Quraysh, noticing Muhammad’s 

absence, put out a bounty for anyone who could capture Muhammad and return him dead or 

alive. All who searched for him failed. In eight days Muhammad and Abu Bakr reached Yathrib. 

Miles from the city, they stopped at Quba’ and established a mosque. There they rested for four 

days before continuing to the main city. Once they arrived Muhammad was warmly greeted by 

his people. Here Muhammad settled and expanded the Ummah. The once foreign city of Yathrib 

would now be the heartland of Islam, and therefore it was renamed Medina, or “the city”.  

Life in Medina  

In Medina, Muhammad focused on organizing his collection of followers into a united 

religion. In order to achieve this, he strived to obtain peace with surrounding tribes first. 

Muhammad drafted the Constitution of 

Medina which established an alliance with 

other communities around them, 

specifically eight Jewish tribes and other 

peoples who were considered ahl al-kitab, 

or “people of the book”. It also touched on 

how Muslims should treat other religious 

communities and the responsibilities that 

Muslims have.  

Muhammad had already converted many 

tribal leaders from Medina when they had approached him about the problems in their city. 

Many pagans in Medina, especially those from communities with weak leaders, also converted 
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to Islam. The conversions started out slow at first, but before they left, a large portion of the 

pagan population in Medina had accepted Islam. The appeal of this new religion was the 

sentiments of harmony and peace that came with it. New Muslims were taught principles of 

kindness, so conversions to Islam often solved disputes between tribes. 

 After a few months, poverty struck the Muslims. They could no longer be supported by 

the people of Medina. Medina was primarily an agricultural society, and the people formerly 

from Mecca knew only the art of trading. To survive, they resorted to raiding trading caravans 

that were on route to Mecca. This raiding was known as the “ghazu”. While this practice may 

seem immoral or wrong, it is important to keep in mind that the ghazu was prevalent all over 

Arabia. Groups conducting the raids were careful not to harm or kill anyone, because that would 

result in certain retaliation from the victims of the ghazu. Using this method of raiding caravans, 

the Ummah was able to support itself in Medina. 

Conflicts In Medina 
Muhammad arrived in Medina to much conflict. Local politics caused the Jewish tribes 

unease as  tribes struggled for power. The Jews in Arabia did not think of Muhammad as a 

legitimate prophet and wanted him out. Often tribe leaders spoke out against Muhammad, 

attempting to restore power among the tribes. There were three major Jewish tribes that were 

prevalent around Medina; the Qaynuqa, the Nadir, and the Qurayzah. All of these tribes were 

involved in the creation of the Constitution of Medina. Muhammad created the Constitution of 

Medina to help restore peace in Medina and stop the civil war between the Khazraj and the Aw 

Allah. Though Muhammad had to exile the Nadir and the Qaynuqa for failing to comply to their 

commitments, the constitution was for the most part successful in uniting the tribes against the 

forces of Mecca.  

Aside from the aggression between the tribes and Meccan forces, Muhammad’s people 

faced the hardship of poverty. Most came to Medina with little to nothing, seeing that most of 

their wealth was taken from them or left behind back in Mecca.  

 

Succession 
Abu Bakr 

Abū   Bakr   aṣ-Ṣiddīq   ‘Abdallāh   bin   Abī   Quḥāfah,   more   commonly   known   as    Abu Bakr, was 

born in 573 CE in Mecca, Saudi Arabia. He was the son of Uthman Abu Quhafa and Salma Bint 
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Sakhar, two very wealthy individuals of the Banu Taym clan of the Quraysh tribe. Bakr grew up 

literate and educated. He became a cloth merchant at the age of eighteen and travelled 

extensively throughout Egypt, Yemen, and Syria. He became very successful in his profession, 

acquiring mass amounts of wealth and recognition. He soon acquired the title of chief of his 

tribe, even though his father was still alive.  

Bakr was very close to Muhammad, and he knew more about him than anyone else. 

Bakr trusted him and his beliefs, and when approached about Islam, he accepted it 

wholeheartedly. Muhammad praised him saying that he was the only one who did not hesitate 

when asked to convert. Bakr soon began to preach and led several other people to convert. He, 

along with the other converts, initially practiced Islam in secret, until Muhammad asked Bakr to 

publicly invite others to convert to Islam. He was severely beaten for this, but as a result, a few 

others converted to Islam. Shortly after converting, Bakr made it a practice of using his wealth in 

the service of Islam. He freed slaves, supported Muhammad’s teachings, and gave alms. 

In 620, Bakr’s daughter Aisha became engaged to Muhammad. This made Muhammad 

Bakr’s son-in-law and brought them closer together.  

In 622, Muhammad instructed all Muslims to migrate to Medina. Bakr accompanied 

Muhammad during this migration and was a huge part of its success. Bakr’s son would spy on 

the Quraysh’s plans and relay them to Muhammad and Bakr at night. Bakr’s daughter brought 

them meals and goats every day. Bakr watched over Muhammad while they seeked refuge in a 

cave. Many Quraysh searched for Muhammad, but were unable to find him. 

In 624, Bakr again held the responsibility of guarding Muhammad. He protected 

Muhammad during the Battle of Badr, a battle between the Muslims and Quraysh of Mecca. He 

participated in many more battles in the next few years, sometimes guarding Muhammad and 

other times fighting. When Ali reflected on who was the bravest of men who fought in these 

battles, he stated that Bakr was by far.. In addition, he offered to protect a pavilion that was 

prepared fror Allah when no one else would. One of Bakr’s most notable war efforts occurred in 

627 at the Battle of the Trench. Bakr had the duty of guarding a sector of the trench and denying 

enemy attempts to cross the ditch. Bakr repelled every single attack later and thus, had a 

mosque built in his name. 

In 630, Bakr made a very notable and risky prediction. The Muslims had laid siege on 

Ta’if, where the enemy had fled to. Many of Muhammad’s attempts to force the enemy out were 

fruitless. Muhammad tried numerous tactics for two weeks before Bakr spoke up. Bakr enjoined 

Muhammad to cease the siege, and if he did so, God Himself would take care of the enemy 

10 



WYOMUN IV Muhammad’s Ummah: Unifying the Arab World 

threat. Muhammad took Bakr’s advise, and weeks later, the commander of the enemy army, 

Malik bin Auf, came to Mecca and converted to Islam.  

In 631, three hundred Muslims were sent by Muhammad to perform the Hajj, or the 

annual Islamic pilgrimage to Mecca. Muhammad designated Bakr to lead them to Mecca; Bakr 

therefore was the first Amir-ul-Kajj in Islamic history. 

On his deathbed, Muhammad told his followers that he was joining Allah in heaven. 

Muhammad spoke about his role as a servant to Allah, and then he spoke about Bakr. He was 

heard saying, “No doubt, I am indebted to Abu Bakr more than to anybody else regarding both his 

companionship and his wealth. And if I had to take a Khalil (close friend) from my followers, I would 

certainly have taken Abu Bakr, but the fraternity of Islam is sufficient. Let no Door of the Mosque 

remain open, except the door of Abu Bakr.”2 He then asked Bakr to give a prayer for his followers, 

and Bakr led the prayer for Muhammad, an act that many have deemed as a designation  of 

succession. 

Ali ibn Abi Talib 
Ali ibn Abi Talib ,commonly known as Ali, was born in 594 in Mecca, Saudi Arabia. and is 

believed to be the only person ever born in the Ka’bah sacred sanctuary, which was later 

deemed as the prominent shrine of Islam. Ali was the son of Abu Talib and Fatimah bint Asad. 

His father, Abu Talib, was a sheikh, or leader, of Banu Hashim, a powerful branch of the 

Quraysh tribe, as well as an uncle of Muhammad. Ali’s mother was also a member of the Banu 

Hashim tribe and was also the second woman to accept Islam, after Khadija, Muhammad’s wife. 

Muhammad had great hopes for Ali. When he was born, Muhammad walked into the Ka’ 

bah, took him into his arms, and pronounced that he would live a life in service to Allah. When 

Ali was five years old, economic turmoil resulted in financial problems for his family. Ali’s parents 

were very close to Muhammad. They had even taken him in when he was an orphaned child. 

Muhammad wanted to help relieve Ali’s family and adopted Ali. Muhammad wanted to mentor 

him and prepare him for his promising future. He chose Ali over his siblings and others to teach 

and educate in hopes that he would one day be great.  

At the age of ten, Ali became the first young male to accept Islam. He was unique not 

just in the fact that he was one of the first, but also that he never worshipped idols before 

accepting, a description that was true only for him. Muhammad recognized him as an adamant 

follower and very close companion. Ali, Bakr, Muhammad, and a few others were the main 

founders of the early islamic community.  

11 



WYOMUN IV Muhammad’s Ummah: Unifying the Arab World 

Ali used most of his time and money to help the poor and provide for the needs of the 

believers. He did so in Mecca, up until he was twenty two years old, when one of the most 

important Islamic events occurred. Muhammad was informed that his enemies were devising a 

scheme to assassinate him. He then asked Ali to sleep in his bed the night of the assassination. 

Ali accepted this dangerous endeavor, which allowed Muhammad and Bakr to reach Medina 

safely. Ali was not harmed either and arrived in Medina in 622. 

In 623, Muhammad gave Fatima Zahra, his only daughter, to Ali to marry. This brought 

Ali and Muhammad even closer together. They had three children who were raised to serve 

God. This marriage greatly affected the progression of Islam as their daughter, Zaynab, allowed 

Muhammad’s lineage to continue as both of her brothers had perished before having children. 

Their sons, Hasan and Husayn, became the second and third Imams of Shi'ism, following Ali. 

Muhammad would often present Ali with important tasks pertaining to spreading Islam. 

Ali would recite parts of the Qur’an to large groups of pilgrims in Mecca. The next year, in 631, 

he travelled to Yemen to share Islam’s teachings. Ali was also instructed by the Prophet to 

record the text of the Qur’an, and thus made one of the largest contributions to the Quran 

Additionally, Ali was a persistent force in the military. He appeared in all of battles except 

one involving the Quraysh’s conquests on the Islamic community in Medina. He commanded 

forces in the battles at Fadak and Al-Yaman. He was assigned as Muhammad’s guardian in two 

battles as well. His most notable act of strength is his slaying of the renown fighter of the 

Quraysh,   Talḥah   ibn   Abī   Talḥah.   Throughout   future   conquests   and   battles,   he   was   regarded   as 

one who promoted peace when possible and even advocated for the peace agreement between 

the Quraysh and Muhammad. He earned respect for his contributions to the success of 

protecting Muhammad and other fellow muslims. 

In 632, while travelling home from his last Hajj to Medina, Muhammad made some very 

notable statements concerning Ali and the future of Islam. It is commonly agreed that his words 

can be precisely translated to  “Alī was his inheritor and brother and that whoever accepted the 

Prophet as his mawlā  also should accept ʿAlī as his mawlā. Mawla, is roughly translated to 

“close friend”, “spiritual authority”, and “power”.1 This statement is regarded by some to appoint 

Ali as the successor of the Prophet and as the first Imam. Others regard it as only an expression 

of Muhammad’s gratitude for Ali’a close friendship. 

While these two were the prominent figures in the candidacy for succession, anyone on 

this council is able to be elected as the next leader. There were others who believed that it 

would be best if each individual tribe had its own leader or Caliph because they worried about 
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the capability of Muhammad’s successor, whoever it might be. Those who would most favored 

this were Sa’eed ibn Zaid, Bilal Bin Rabah, and Sawda Bint Zam’a. This would result in each 

Muslim tribe having an election of a leader that they would see most fit for their tribe’s specific 

goals and viewpoints.  

 

Current Situation  

In this committee delegates will be faced with a series of problems on how to keep the 

Ummah together and how to peacefully coexist with other groups. The biggest opposition of 

these other groups will be the Quraysh who strongly opposed Muhammad’s preaching of 

monotheism. These differences led the Quraysh to forbid trade and marriage between members 

of their tribe and muslims, and even took it to the degree of violent raids and battles. The Jews 

also were opposed to the Ummah. The Ummah came to Medina looking for a safer place to stay 

but they also joined a power struggle with many other tribes and started preaching of a new 

prophet and the Jews did not like this talk of another prophet and many times spoke out against 

Muhammad. 

There are a few paths you can go down to reach a solution on how to deal with the Jews 

and Quraysh. You can fight them, try to work things out diplomatically, or take a more complex 

course of action. But remember the values of Islam that you are trying to preserve and spread to 

others in this quest as to not make more enemies than allies. 

 

Questions To Consider  

What is the best way to handle the imminent threat of the Quraysh tribe? 

How can the Ummah build up enough popular support to ensure its longevity? 

In which ways can the Ummah demonstrate for the people of Arabia that it is a just and caring 

society?  

What are some tactics that the Ummah can use to encourage other clans to ally with it? 

What are some of the ways the Ummah can get along with other religions in Arabia? 

Who should succeed Muhammad after his death?  

How should Muhammad’s replacement be chosen?  

Should the new leader have as much power as Muhammad had?  
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Should there be only one leader, or should power be divided among the clans of Arabia once 

more? 

How can the Ummah ensure that the new leader won’t abuse their power or be usurped? 

 

The Blocs 

Liberal Bloc 
The people in this block are more liberal in their views. They believe that problems 

should be attempted to be solved through diplomacy first, and then by use of force if necessary. 

They often are willing to adapt the Islamic religion so that it suits other people’s lives. However, 

they are devout Muslims, and wouldn’t change Muhammad’s core beliefs in any way. Because 

most of them are related to or were introduced to Islam by Abu Bakr, they support him to 

succeed Muhammad as the Caliph. In this committee the positions who historically supported 

Abu Bakr are Aisha bint Abu Bakr, Uthman ibn Affan, Umar ibn Al-Khattāb, Zubair Ibn Awwam,, 

and Talhah Ibn Ubaidulllah. 

Traditionalist Bloc 
Many of the delegates in this bloc would be willing to take action before trying to solve a 

conflict diplomatically. They tend to be rigid, and don’t want to compromise. The people in this 

bloc are more traditional in their views. They advocate for a strict adherence to Islam, and aren’t 

willing to mold it in any way. Many of these people also are firm believers in the traditional 

Arabic beliefs as well, which say that the successor to someone in power should be a blood 

relative. Because of this, they are the people who wanted Ali to succeed Muhammad as the 

Caliph. The positions who historically are part of this bloc are Ali ibn Abi Talib, Abbad ibn Bishr, 

Salman al-Farisi, Fatimah bint Muhammad, and Umm Salamah. 

Non-Aligned Bloc  
The delegates in this bloc don’t fit the two profiles of the other blocs. They might tend to 

act in their best interest, or they might be more of a mediator than a strongly willed delegate. 

They are the people who historically did not have strong allegiances with Abu Bakr or Ali. Some 

very publicly announced that they weren’t picking sides, or felt that each tribe should have their 

own ruler, however some people just did not have a very public opinion. The positions in this 

bloc are, Sawda bint Zam’a, Bilal Bin Rabah, Abu Ubaidah ibn al-Jarrah, Sa’eed ibn Zaid, Layla 

bint al-Minhal, and Saʿd ibn Abī Waqqās. 

14 



WYOMUN IV Muhammad’s Ummah: Unifying the Arab World 

 

Delegates 
Umm Salamah Umm Salamah was Muhammad’s most 

intelligent wife, in fact, she once helped 

prevent a mutiny within the Ummah. She was 

very knowledgeable about and often recited 

the Hadiths. She believes in a strict 

adherence to the beliefs that Muhammad 

preached, and is an expert of the Quran. She 

supported Ali heavily after Muhammad’s 

death, but some of the other women have 

suggested that perhaps she should lead the 

Ummah because of her intelligence and vast 

knowledge of the Islamic faith. 

Abu Bakr Abu Bakr was Muhammad’s right hand man 

and one of the first converts to Islam. In fact, 

he was the first person to convert to Islam 

who was not closely related to Muhammad. 

He has always been flexible with his faith, 

and believes that it is okay to adapt it to other 

people’s lives. Because of this, he has been 

incredibly successful in converting people 

who might live different lifestyles than the 

typical Muslim. However, this willingness to 

alter aspects of Islam has caused many 

people with traditional views to oppose him. 

Ali ibn Abi Talib  Ali was Muhammad’s closest blood relative. 

He was very headstrong and traditional in his 

views. However, many questioned Ali’s 

competence because of his age. Some would 
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only trust someone who had been turned 

wise with age. Muhammad didn’t have any 

qualms with Ali’s age though, and treated him 

as he would treat any of his devotees. In fact, 

Muhammad even granted Ali his favorite 

daughter Fatimah’s hand in marriage. 

Aisha bint Abu Bakr Aisha is Abu Bakr’s daughter and 

Muhammad’s wife. She is traditional in her 

views of Islam, which means that she 

disagrees with her dad’s willingness to adapt 

Islam to fit other lifestyles. She is viewed as a 

matronly figure by many, and has most 

people’s trust. However, her father, Abu Bakr, 

is wary. Despite raising Aisha, he isn’t sure 

whether she allies with him still because of 

their differing beliefs. This may be purely 

speculation, as Aisha has never vocalized 

any opposition to her father. 

Salman al-Farisi  Salman is a Persian slave who was freed by 

Muhammad through conversion to Islam. He 

was a companion of Muhammad and Ali, and 

for this reason, he supports Ali in the 

question of succession. He isn’t very rigid or 

headstrong, and tends to follow his heart. He 

feels compassion for the less fortunate who 

want to convert to Islam, because he was 

once in their position. Salman tends to be the 

mediator in conflicts within the Ummah, 

because he appeals to pathos when urging 

Muslims not to fight. 
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Uthman ibn Affan Uthman is Muhammad’s friend. He was very 

wealthy and prominent in the Quraysh clan, 

and therefore has quite a bit of influence. He 

has the ability of being the messenger 

between the Quraysh and the Ummah, 

because he still has allegiances within the 

Quraysh despite his conversion. This link to 

the old clan upsets some devout Muslims in 

the Ummah because they question if he is 

truly dedicated to the community. He was 

also a close companion of Abu Bakr, and 

then supported him after Muhammad's death. 

Umar ibn Al-Khattāb Umar was shockingly very hostile towards 

Islam, but then converted and ended up 

being very influential. No one is quite sure 

why he converted, which makes most people 

very wary of him. Umar tends to be a lone 

wolf, and has been accused in the past of 

secretly working with the Quraysh by 

providing them inside information of decisions 

made by the Ummah. There was no evidence 

found to substantiate these claims. Abu Bakr 

is the only person in the tribe that Umar 

seems to associate with, probably because 

Abu was the one who converted Umar to 

Islam. Because of this, Umar has pledged his 

allegiance to Abu Bakr and will support him 

after Muhammad’s death. 

Talhah ibn Ubaydullah Talhah was a companion of Muhammad. He 

became very close to the prophet after being 

converted to Islam by Abu Bakr. Talhah was 
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a successful merchant, and many said that 

he had a way with money. He was often 

involved in managing the finances of the 

Ummah. He has often suggested doing 

ghazu to help support the Ummah, but has 

never succeeded in winning enough support 

to make this a reality. Because Abu Bakr 

introduced him to Islam, he will support him 

after Muhammad’s death. 

Zubair Ibn Awwam Zubair was Muhammad’s first cousin. He was 

one of the first converts to Islam, and is very 

dedicated to his religion. He has always been 

ready for a fight, even when he was a child. 

He refuses to let himself or his faith be 

dishonored, and would rather die defending 

Islam than live with the humiliation of having 

someone insult his faith while he stood idly 

by. Because of these headstrong views, one 

would assume that he would be a part of the 

Traditionalist Bloc. However, he holds a 

severe grudge against Ali, and therefore 

allies with Abu Bakr. This grudge is due to 

the fact that despite Zubair being a close 

blood relative, no one has mentioned that he 

should be a potential candidate for 

Muhammad’s succession.  

Fatimah bint Muhammad Fatimah was Muhammad’s youngest and 

favorite daughter. Despite her support of Ali 

ibn Abi Talib since she was his wife, she was 

well loved by everyone in the Ummah. She 

was a devout Muslim, and always found a 
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way to resolve disagreements by quoting the 

teachings of Muhammad. She has a way of 

persuading people, and could be very 

influential when the Ummah has to decide 

who will succeed Muhammad.  

Saʿd ibn Abī Waqqās Sa’d is a friend of Muhammad’s and was an 

early convert to Islam who held leadership 

roles in several battles. He has a very 

powerful voice, and when he speaks, the 

people of the Ummah tend to listen. He is 

devoted to the Ummah, but also to traditional 

Arabian society. He doesn’t agree with Abu 

Bakr being the successor to Muhammad 

because they have no blood relation, but he 

also doesn’t want Ali to succeed the prophet 

because he believes that Ali is too young and 

inexperienced. Outwardly, he wants each 

tribe to go back to being their own leader, but 

secretly, he believes that Umm Salamah 

would be a good choice for Muhammad’s 

successor.  

Sawda bint Zam’a Sawda is one of Muhammad’s wives. She is 

very close with Umm Salamah, and they 

often pray and study the Quran together. 

Sawda might not be very outspoken, but she 

is very cunning and sly. She uses this ability 

for good, and would probably be the first 

person considered if the Ummah decided to 

send a spy to infiltrate the enemy. Sawda is 

very strong, and would surely succeed in a 

covert operation. She has been the main 
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proponent of Umm Salamah succeeding 

Muhammad, and rumor is that she is in the 

works of convincing other members of the 

Ummah of Umm’s capability as a leader.  

Sa’eed ibn Zaid Sa’eed was a companion of Muhammad and 

the cousin of Umar ibn Al-Khattāb. He isn’t 

very outspoken in his beliefs, and some have 

questioned his loyalty to Muhammad. The 

prophet has never supported these notions 

though. Sa’eed tends to follow Umar and his 

beliefs. He doesn’t appear to have an many 

connections with the Quraysh, but this could 

be false as much of who he is isn’t known to 

the Ummah. One thing is for sure though: 

Sa’eed is loyal to the people who truly likes, 

and once he announces his loyalty, he will 

not waver.  

Bilal Bin Rabah Bilal is one of Muhammad’s most trusted 

friends. He is respected by everyone in the 

Ummah. After Muhammad’s death he was 

very public in his decisions to not choose a 

side in the debate of who would succeed 

Muhammad. He says that this is because 

there needs to be someone without bias who 

can mediate the debate. His main role within 

the Ummah is being the objective voice of 

reason, and because of this, people often go 

to him with their conflicts. 
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Abbad ibn Bishr Abbad ibn Bishr was a devout Muslim and 

fierce soldier who was of great assistance to 

Muhammad during several battles. He was 

well known for his devotion to the Qur’an, 

having heard it at the age of fifteen and 

having a unique relationship with it ever 

since. He had a large responsibility in the 

safety of Muhammad and other Muslims. 

Once, he almost sacrificed himself to an 

enemy archer, and took multiple arrows to his 

chest, rather than stop short of reciting a 

Qur’an verse that he was a part of his daily 

prayer. Bishr may have a tendency to make 

radical decisions, however, these decisions 

would focus on the safety and prosperity of 

the Ummah. He is a fierce soldier, and 

appreciates Ali’s traditional commitment to 

the Quran. Because of this, he supports Ali 

as Muhammad’s successor.  

Abu Ubaidah ibn al-Jarrah  Abu Ubaidah ibn al-Jarrah  was a companion 

of Muhammad, a commander of numerous 

armies, and a notable Muslim in the 

community. He was a potential successor to 

Muhammad, with several Muslims publically 

claiming that he was fit. He was a humble 

and serious man, not afraid to assert 

authority when he deemed it was necessary. 

He was described by Abd Allah ibn Umar as 

one of the three most prominent and 

trustworthy members of the Ummah. Many 

people in the Ummah trusted and respected 

him, but some questioned if he was really a 
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good Muslim because he wasn’t formally 

considered as a candidate for succession. 

Abu didn’t let this lack of recognition faze him 

though. While he didn’t pledge to support Abu 

or Ali, he has mentioned casually that he 

thinks Umm Salamah would be a good 

candidate for Muhammad’s successor. 

Layla bint al-Minhal Layla is revered as one of the most beautiful 

girls in all of Arabia. However, her physical 

features are no match for her intelligence and 

wit. She is a great problem solver, and very 

clever. Often, Layla can use her good looks 

to win the favor of men, only to deceive them. 

Because of this, Layla would be an excellent 

covert agent. She has a way of winning the 

trust of people. Layla is married to a man who 

is very close to Muhammad. She became 

close to the prophet through this relationship, 

and is very loyal to him. Layla has always 

been a bit of a wild card, so it makes sense 

that she hasn’t declared who she aligns with 

after Muhammad’s death. However, she is 

also very close with Umm Salamah, and is 

rumored to be the person who first told Umm 

that she should lead after Muhammad’s 

death. 

 

Further Research 
Although this guide is a great starting point for research, additional investigation is 

necessary for further understanding of the committee and the topics to be discussed. Delegates 

are strongly encouraged to look for sources beyond the background guide, especially when 
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researching topics specific to particular positions. Taking these actions will ensure a successful 

committee experience for all delegates. 
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