
 

 

WYOMUN V  

Battle for the Seas: The Golden Age of Piracy 

 

 

 

Chair: Sophie Williams  

Crisis Directors: Katherine Nocks 

Director-General: Isabel Coyle 

Chief of Staff: Rasleen Krupp 

Secretary-General: Yu-Chia Cheng 

 

 

 

 



WYOMUN V 

 

 

‘Ello Chums,  

My name is Katherine Nocks and it is my honor to be your 

crisis director for the JCC Battle of the Seas. I am excited to see how 

you work within this committee and bring what we have all been 

working on to life. The staff and I have been working hard creating 

this conference and committee. It is my sincere hope that you have 

fun at WYOMUN, but that you also leave having learned something. 

This committee has been a dream of Anya Kirsch and myself since 

we started WYOMUN and we are excited to see it finally come into reality.  

I am currently a senior at Wyoming High school. This year will be my fifth year 

participating in WYOMUN. Outside of Model United Nations, I am co-stage manager in our 

theater productions, a competitive figure skater, and a flutist in our school marching band. I am 

an avid lover of the “Pirates of the Caribbean” movies and all things having to do with pirates. I 

would like to emphasize how excited I am to meet you all and watch you work within this 

committee. Please do not be afraid to reach out to any of us if you have any questions about our 

committee or about the actual day of, my email is katnocks@gmail.com. It may take a while for 

you to get your sea legs, so do not hesitate to ask the chairs or myself any questions you have. 

I’m am very excited for the day of WYOMUN and I hope you share similar excitement! 

Katherine Nocks 

Crisis Director  
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Good day, Laddies! 

 

My name is Sophie Williams and this year, I am thrilled to 

be chairing for the British in Battle for the Seas: The Golden Age of 

Piracy.  As an avid lover of the 100% historically accurate Pirates of 

the Caribbean movies, this committee has been a blast to create. I 

hope you enjoy debating the topic as much as the staff and I have 

enjoyed researching it. With our superior naval power and cooler 

accents, I’m know that we will succeed in crushing those pesky 

pirates in our conquest for the seas!  

Currently, I am a senior at Wyoming High School. This will be my third year chairing for 

WYOMUN, and I have been involved in Wyoming’s Model UN club since middle school. Besides 

Model UN, I volunteer as a tutor at the middleschool and play tennis for the school’s team 

during the fall. I also enjoy doing anything art related and I frequently work with student council 

to fulfill any of their design related needs. In my free time, I love being active and I enjoy snow 

skiing, water sports, and hiking. 

As the date approaches, I get more and more excited to meet everyone this November. 

The day will be full of lots of fun and debating. If you have any questions about this committee 

or how WYOMUN works in general, feel free to send me an email at 

219090@wyomingcityschools.org. Good luck to everyone in your preparations and I will see you 

then. Cheerio! 

 

Sophie Williams 

Head Chair 
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Introduction 

The year is 1718. Only a few short years have passed since 

the Treaty of Utrecht was signed, bringing an end to the War of 

Spanish Succession and establishing a tense ceasefire between 

major European powers. As an unexpected result of the peace, 

unemployed sailors are increasingly turning to illicit means to 

make a living, thus reigniting piracy across the oceans. Pirate 

ships now prowl the seas around the Caribbean and up the North 

American coast, preying on merchants sailing from England. 

However, the English are beginning to strike back against the 

pirates, and with a vengeance. In this cabinet, delegates will be 

representing British leaders, especially those in the powerful 

navy.  Delegates will debate issues such as how to best capture 

pirate ships and regain control over pirate strongholds in the 

Caribbean. At the same time, they will need to dissuade citizens 

from joining pirate crews and eliminate government corruption.  

Background 

The Golden Age of Piracy 

Beginning officially in 1650, the Golden Age of Piracy was a term coined by historians to 

describe the various periods of piracy in the early modern period. This Golden Age has so far 

consisted of three distinct outbursts of piracy. During the first period, lasting from 1650 until 

1680, the seas were ruled by Anglo-French seamen operating out of  Jamaica or Tortuga. These 

buccaneers, who were often supported by British and French governments, harassed Spanish 

ships and ports in the Caribbean. The second period of piracy, encompassing the 1690’s, was 

characterized by pirates preying on the East Indian Company and Muslim targets in the Indian 

Ocean and Red Sea. These pirates were incentivized by rumors of ships carrying gold dust, ivory, 

gemstones, silk, and a number of other exotic goods. Also known as the Post-Spanish Succession 

Period, the third and current period of the Golden Age began in 1716, two years before the start 

of this committee. 

Recent Causes of Piracy  

During the early 1700’s, a number of factors caused throngs of men to turn to piracy. One 

unforseen cause of piracy was the Treaty of Utrecht. This treaty ended the lengthy War of 

Spanish Succession fought between England, France, Spain and a number of other European 

powers. As a result, thousands of sailors suddenly lost their positions in navies, especially those 

who had once fought as British paramilitary privateers. Colonial ports were soon bursting with 

experienced sailors desperate for jobs. Seeing no other option to support themselves or their 

families, many turned to piracy. Now the major pirate captains of the time had a steady pool of 

recruits flowing onto their ships.  

Along with an increase in the number of pirates, the quantity of merchant ships sailing 

over the Atlantic Ocean also increased in the early 18th century. Cross-Atlantic shipping trade 
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boomed during peacetime as Europeans shipped valuable cargoes over the open ocean to their 

colonies. The triangular trade between Africa, the Caribbean, and Europe became an especially 

popular and lucrative target for pirates.  

Another cause of piracy during this period was the reduction of European navies in 

certain regions. Following the War of Spanish Succession, European powers did not have the 

funds or the need to maintain the large size of the navies they had supported during wartime. As 

a result, they began retracting ships from the Atlantic Ocean. This in turn left merchant ships 

with less protection, marking them as an easy target for greedy pirates.  

Finally, piracy offered men and the occasional woman the possibility of living a better 

life. Sailors aboard merchant ships lived in poor conditions. Under the British in particular, 

sailors had little to eat and were exposed to a wide array of diseases, which led to many growing 

sick, starving, or dying. Tired of living under such conditions, many sailors turned to piracy, 

which offered an improved standard of living. In addition, piracy offered sailors socioeconomic 

motility and the rare opportunity to exert a degree of power over others. Many sailors, tired of 

the meager wages they earned aboard merchant ships, were lured towards the pirate way of life 

with promises of riches and glory.  

Establishment of a Pirate Base  

In 1716, a group of pirates launched a 

raid on Spanish divers attempting to recover 

gold from a sunken treasure galleon off of 

the Florida coast. These pirates, including 

Henry Jennings, Charles Vane, Samuel 

Bellamy, Benjamin Hornigold and Edward 

England, were mainly English ex-privateers. 

As privateers, they had once been able to 

command their own ships loaded with guns, 

capturing any enemy ships they wanted 

under the legal protection of English letters 

of marque. Following their dismission from 

the English navy, they turned to piracy. Rich with gold, these new pirates attempted to spend 

their loot on the island of Jamaica, but were denied because of their criminal activities. Instead, 

the pirates turned to Nassau, located on the island of New Providence in the Bahamas. With the 

arrival of these pirates, the city was transformed into a pirate base and safe haven, dubbed the 

“vile nest of the rogues” by the British. In addition to Nassau, Port Royal in Jamaica also came to 

serve as a safe haven for pirates, but to a lesser extent.  

The establishment of a pirate base at Nassau was an important contribution to the 

spread of piracy in the following years: Nassau offered pirates a safe haven to restock, sell their 

loot, repair their ships, and recruit more men. More importantly, there was no royal presence, 

either in the form of governors or navy ships, in the area. The pirates essentially ruled 

themselves. In order to effectively combat piracy, one critical step the British must take is 

reclaiming the pirate base at Nassau. As long as pirates have a safe haven that they can turn to 

for support, they will continue to maintain a dangerous presence in the Atlantic.  
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Pirate Characteristics 

Most pirates were originally sailors for the Royal Navy, privateersmen, or merchant 

seamen. Therefore, the large majority had experience living on the seas and dealing with the 

harsh conditions that often arose in such conditions.  

Pirate captains held the most power on ships, however, in order to obtain this power they 

had to be voted in and were required to follow strict rules. These included sharing the same food 

and living quarters as the crew and treating others respectfully. Essentially, even though they 

were in a position of power, they were required to share the same standard of living as everyone 

else aboard. The only instance in which the captain had full authority was in times of battle, and 

if they did not prove themselves to be courageous, they would be punished or removed from 

their position. On a day to day basis, the captain shared responsibility and received guidance 

from multiple councils composed of all members on the ship. Some councils dealt with making 

and carrying out daily decisions, while others functioned as a court system. Such councils could 

also impeach the captain if a majority of the crew decided that the captain was not considering 

their best interests.  

Pirates, especially captains, attempted to maintain a frightening reputation. They 

believed this would aid them in battle by inspiring fear into other pirates or merchant ships. For 

example, the famous pirate Blackbeard was known for lighting the ends of his beard on fire 

when fighting in an attempt to scare opponents. Captains never refrained from punishing those 

deemed deserters or not loyal to the ship. A common form of punishment was death or 

maroonment, in which the guilty would be deserted on a desolate island or coast, leaving them 

to their own fate. Keelhauling was another form of punishment used aboard pirate ships, in 

which the offending pirate was tied to a rope and dragged under the keel of the boat. This 

usually resulted in a slow and painful death by drowning, preceded by the pirate’s skin and 

clothes being torn to shreds by the barnacles attached to the hull of the ship.  

 

 

Blackbeard 
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Pirate Attacks 

For many pirates, acquiring their first ship was no easy feat. In order to do this, some 

pirates would stage a mutiny onboard a merchant or navy ship, then claim the ship as their own. 

If they later came across other ships that were more seaworthy than their current one, pirates 

would trade ships using force. Pirates often modified their ships by adding more cannons, giving 

them the advantage of more firepower.  

Most pirates carried out attacks in similar manners. Pirates would often lure other ships 

toward them by pretending that their ship was sinking or in distress. In addition, many pirates 

raised a false flag, such as one of the Royal Navy, in order to deceive other ships. Only when a 

merchant ship was in range of fire would the pirates raise their true flag, known as a Jolly Roger. 

The Jolly Roger stood for no quarter, meaning no mercy. At this point, it would be too late for 

the merchant ship to turn back, and many would surrender at the sight of the Jolly Roger. On 

occasion, pirate ships would fire a couple of warning shots over the deck of the other ship. Doing 

so often scared the other crew into surrendering, while still leaving the enemy ship undamaged. 

If the other ship did not surrender on sight, pirates often deployed smaller boats and boarded 

the enemy ship using grappling hooks and ropes. Disabling the other ship’s rudder was another 

tactic used to prevent their escape.  

After the attack occurred, pirates had no mercy on the surviving enemy crew, as their flag 

dictated. Those who survived until surrender would be thrown overboard, or made to walk the 

plank.  

 

The Jolly Roger 

Pirate Advantages During Attacks 

When attacking other ships, pirates often had the advantage. One reason for this was 

their crew size. Merchant ships tended to have small crews, with the number of men rarely 

exceeding 12, wherease pirate crews could have twice as many men. Pirate ships also tended to 

be smaller in size than merchant ships, which allowed them to sail faster than merchant ships. If 

pirates did not believe that they could win an attack, they would often flee from the enemy ship. 

Aiding in their escape was the extensive knowledge on the geography of the Caribbean and 

North American coasts that many pirates possessed. Especially in the Caribbean, there were 

many small, uninhabited islands that pirates could flee to. The small size of their ships also 

allowed pirates to enter shallower waters that could be filled with reefs and sandbars, which was 

another way to evade more heavily armed ships. 
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Pirate Weaknesses During Attacks  

While pirates did hold many advantages over merchant and navy ships, there was one 

unifying weakness among all pirates. In the words of Thomas Green, a pirate captain put on 

trial, “A pirate is in a perpetual war with every individual, and every state, christian or infidel. 

Pirates properly have no country, but by the nature of their guilt, separate themselves, and 

renounce on this matter, the benefit of all lawful societies.” Essentially, pirates all operated 

separately. They had no king, no common master, and did not sail under a universal flag. In 

times of hardship, this made it especially hard for individual pirate crews to band together. 

Thus, they were forced to rely on themselves in times of trouble.  

Pirate Targets 

In the early 1700’s, pirates focused their attacks on Atlantic trade routes, where a high 

concentration of merchant ships travelled. Trade routes were very predictable, making it easy to 

find a ship to attack. Ideally, pirates targeted lone, undefended merchant ships that were full of 

products, leaving less room for arms and munitions. To find a ship alone, pirates would scout 

the less traveled sea lanes where merchant ships would go in order to find different and cheaper 

products. Common stolen goods included gold, silver, and jewels. Emeralds and pearls were the 

most abundant jewels found aboard ships travelling in the Atlantic. However, pirates much 

prefered coins due to the fact that they were easier to split up among the crew, and later, spend. 

On occasion, pirates would also plunder for more practical goods such as food, wine, brandy, 

sails, anchors, and any other necessary equipment. While most sailors died at the hands of the 

pirates, in some instances those that survived could buy their life and stolen goods back from the 

pirates. However, such mercy was rare.  

 

Atlantic Trade Routes 

British Attitude Towards Piracy 

The British did not always have their sights set on eradicating pirates. In fact, they once 

employed them as a cheap way to expand their country's economic and naval might during war. 

These hired pirates, known as privateers, were active in the 1600’s. Operating under a British 
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permit, they would attack French, Spanish, and other enemy ships. This weakened Spanish and 

French seapower, thus opening up more opportunities for British trade across the Atlantic.  

However, the strained relationship between the privateers and British did not last long. 

When the Spanish monopoly on the seas was broken, the British no longer had a need for 

privateers, and stopped employing them. Some British citizens in the American colonies were 

also behind the push to eradicate piracy. Alexander Spotswood, the Lieutenant Governor of 

Virginia, believed that "the whole trade of [the Americas] may be endangered if timey measures 

be not taken to suppress this growing evil.” In this quote, the growing evil that Spotswood refers 

to is piracy. Spotswood further requested that the king send more ships to patrol the Atlantic 

with the purpose of protecting merchants and attacking pirate ships before they grew too 

formidable. Besides Spotswood, a large number of merchants, masters of ships, and governors 

of British colonies complained to the king about the growing threat of pirates. They too feared 

that pirates posed a serious threat to British Atlantic trade, and that if measures were not taken, 

the economic results could be devastating. In response to these numerous complaints, in 1717 

the King ordered a naval force consisting of numerous ships, guns, and men to be deployed to 

combat piracy. These ships would be used to both escort merchant vessels and actively hunt 

pirate ships. This action marked the first definite military action taken by the British to combat 

piracy. In addition, it set a precedent for a strict anti-pirate stance, and harsh punishments for 

those convicted of the crime.  

British Law Regarding Pirates 

In the past, convicting men of piracy had been a difficult task. Prior laws had required 

captured pirates to be caught and tried guilt by a jury, which was difficult to achieve for a 

number of reasons. Witnesses were difficult to find because most sailors had departed long 

before the trial, while those who remained behind were generally reluctant to supply 

incriminating evidence. To make the matter even more difficult, getting a jury to deliver a guilty 

verdict was near impossible. Many pirates were local men, 

and were often protected by their friends on the jury as well 

as  those who profited from their piracy. Because of this, 

most pirates were deemed innocent and continued their 

criminal activities. 

However, as the British anti-pirate stance grew, laws 

to combat piracy became increasingly harsh. In 1698, 

Parliament passed the Piracy Act to make it easier for 

pirates to be tried for their crimes. Still in effect today, this 

act allows admirals to conduct trials on the spot instead of 

transporting the accused pirates all the way back to 

England. In addition, the pirates would be tried by Vice 

Admiralty Courts, which were jurorless, thus eliminating the 

issue of bias. This resulted in immediate actions being taken 

against pirates, and allowed for them to be punished in the 

region in which they committed their crimes. Once 

convicted of piracy, pirates were commonly sentenced to a 

public execution in the gallows. To send a warning to other 
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pirates and deter citizens from turning to piracy, dead pirates were left hanging for three tides 

and displayed in a cage. The act proved promising; piracy has decreased since.  

To further deter citizens from turning to piracy, British law further stated that any citizen 

who aids or conceals pirates can be charged as an “accessessory to piracy” and given the death 

penalty. The British government also offered generous rewards for citizens who turn in pirates 

hiding among them. These two laws were meant to work in conjunction to make citizens 

unaccepting of piracy. However, there remain a number of individuals who continue to ally 

themselves with pirates despite the risk of punishment.  

 

Government Corruption 

It is no secret that there are British officials who may be conspiring with and aiding 

pirates. Officials in the Americas in particular have begun to turn a blind eye to piracy. This is 

possible because of the lack of direct involvement in the colonies from the British government. 

As a result, citizens and governors alike both have the mentality that they can get away with 

almost anything. For example, many merchant are suspected of collaborating with pirates who 

can provide them with cheaper goods. Thus, the merchants are able to avoid the constraints of 

mercantilism placed on the colonies by England. To combat this issue, the British government 

passed a law in 1696, prohibiting the appointment of governors without the approval of the 

King’s council. The hope was that governors loyal to the king would be able to put an end the 

pre-existing corruption. However, additional action and investigation may be necessary in order 

to fully solve this pressing issue.  

British Royal Navy 

Although Henry VIII is known as the official father of the English Navy, the navy began 

its first large scale development under the leadership of Oliver Cromwell following the end of the 

English Civil War in 1651. Cromwell expanded the fleet with the goal of transforming it into a 

blue-water navy— one capable of operating on a global scale. While Cromwell failed to 

accomplish this goal, he did succeed in adding 217 vessels to the Royal Navy in just ten years. 

However, it was not until the rule of Charles II that the blue-water navy became a reality.  

 

 

British Royal Navy 
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During this time, commercial wealth and naval power became closely linked. The navy 

received large amounts of funds from wealthy English merchants who conducted foreign trade. 

In exchange, the navy protected foreign markets and opened up new markets through coercion 

or even war. In addition, Charles II founded the Royal Society of London, which encouraged 

scientific exploration into the areas of astronomy, navigation, and seamanship. The result was a 

greatly expanded navy equipped with the newest discoveries in technology. 

As the political climate grew increasingly tense throughout the late 1600s, Britain 

launched another expansion of their fleet. Preparing for war, they increased their number of first 

through fourth rate ships from 100 to almost 130, and increased their lower rate ships from 100 

to 134. By the end of the War of Spanish Succession, the British had defeated the French and 

become the world’s most dominant naval power.  

Ships in Royal Navy 

Ship Rate Guns Number in 1718 

1st rate 100+ 7 

2nd rate 90-98 8 

3rd rate 64-80 103 

4th rate 50-60 10 

5th and 6th rate 20-44 134 

 

British Strategy 

A strategy already in place to control piracy is the use of pirate hunters. These hunters 

are awarded a significant monetary reward for each pirate caught. Capturing the captain of a 

pirate ship amounted to an award of one hundred pounds, while captured lieutenants, masters, 

boatswains, carpenters, and gunners were worth forty pounds. Inferior officers are worth thirty 

pounds, and every other pirate captured is worth twenty pounds. Pirate hunting even became a 

trend among rich, adventurous men in the colonies. The governor of Virginia even chartered two 

ships, the Ranger and the Jane to capture the legendary pirate Blackbeard.  

One possible strategy the British could use to control piracy is implementing the use of a 

royal pardon. When a pirate accepts a royal pardon, they receive a life of freedom in return for 

signing a contract promising never to return to piracy. While some pirates may violate their 

contracts, the use of royal pardons could prove to be a successful strategy.  

 

British Allies 

In order to win the war against piracy, Britain may need to turn to their allies. The Triple 

Alliance was the alliance between the British, Dutch Republic, and France. It was originally 

created to prevent the Spanish from becoming a global superpower, and it maintains the 

agreement made in the 1713 treaty of Utrecht. Similar to the British, the French and the Dutch 

Republic have strong navies.  
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La Royale 

La Royale, also known as the French Navy, is known for its large size. Due to France 

having two main water access points to its mainland, it is a necessity that its navy is very strong. 

Currently the Ministre de la Marine is Jean-Frédéric Phélypeaux, who is regarded as a brilliant 

strategist as well as having one of the most efficient intelligence services in all of Europe.  

Dutch Republic Navy 

The Dutch Republic’s navy was once a well known major naval power throughout the 

world. The main goal of their navy was to protect shipping lanes and the Dutch Republic itself. 

However, in 1713 the Dutch Republic began to experience a downfall from their position as a 

global power. Despite attempts to stop the decline, the Dutch Republic is still currently 

struggling to this day. 

Current Situation  

To this date, the only actions that the 

British have taken to controlling pirates are 

recently deploying a naval force with the dual 

purpose of actively hunting pirate ships and 

escorting merchant vessels. However, it is 

likely that this will not be enough. In order to 

effectively combat piracy, one critical step the 

British must take is reclaiming the pirate base 

at Nassau. As long as pirates have a safe haven 

that they can turn to for support, they will 

continue to maintain a dangerous presence in 

the Atlantic.  

Other measures should be considered, 

such as offering pirates royal pardons. While some colonial governors may be upset that the 

pirates meddling in their economy are being forgiven without punishment, this could prove to 

be a success if it is handled correctly. While eradicating piracy is the ultimate goal for Britain in 

this committee, there are other issues that should not be taken lightly. For example, successfully 

eradicating pirates may prove to be difficult if not impossible if government corruption in the 

colonies is not addressed. In addition, the British must remember that they are responsible for 

protecting their citizens, both in England and in related colonies, and they should ensure that 

these citizens are not harassed by pirates, or even worse, turn to piracy.  

 

Questions To Consider  

● How can the British government keep the commoners calm and safe? 

● How can the British cabinet combat corruption in governments, especially in their 

colonies? 

● Should retaking the pirate stronghold of Nassau be made a top priority?  

● If it is made a top priority, how can it be done? 

● How can merchant and navy ships be better protected? 
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● How can more people be recruited to the army to better defend against pirates? 

● What can the British do to ensure that trade continues undisrupted across the Atlantic? 

● How can cross Atlantic trade be protected while still hunting pirates? 

 

Delegates 

 

James Berkeley- First Lord of the Admiralty  As First Lord of the Admiralty, James 

Berkeley’s role is the political head of naval 

services. James Berkeley is also a member of 

the Privy Council, where he and several other 

senior politicians advise the royal 

government. He is known as a family man 

who is good at his job and a massive 

supporter of the arts. However some people 

find him ignorant, haughty, and tyrannical. 

Sir George Rooke- Vice Admiral of Great 

Britain  

As Vice Admiral, Rooke is second in charge, 

below the First Lord of the admiralty. Sir 

George Rooke has always been an active and 

well respected member of the navy since he 

first began working there.  

Sir George Byng- First Sea Lord As the first Sea Lord, Sir George Byng’s role is 

to direct naval strategy in wartime and 

planning attacks. He is a brilliant man and is 

well respected by his peers. Sir George is well 

known for his excellent skills of persuasion 

and negotiation.  

Jacob Acworth- Surveyor of the Navy  The role of the Surveyor of the navy is to 

inspect existing ships and oversee the 

construction of new ships. He is also in 

charge of the ship design and ordering new 

ships to be constructed. Before becoming a 

member of the navy board, Jacob Acworth 

was a well known ship builder known for his 

daring and experimental designs.  

Josiah Burchett- Secretary to the Admiralty  As the secretary to the Admiralty, Josiah 

Burchett is in charge of finances and budget, 

including all purchases. He ensures that the 

royal navy is properly equipped with all they 

need. Josiah Burchett is also a member of 

parliament, belonging to the Whig party.  

John Fawler- Assistant Secretary  As the Assistant Secretary, John Fawler’s 
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primary role is to ease communication 

between the various departments serving in 

the royal navy. He is also in charge of 

advising the board on any opportunities to 

save money.  

Thomas Swanton- Comptroller of the Navy As the comptroller of the Navy, Thomas 

Swanton is in charge of wages and contracts, 

along with making sure that there are no 

disagreements within the members of the 

royal navy. He also works closely with Josiah 

Burchett, the Secretary to the Admiralty.  

 

George Montagu - First Earl of Halifax  Born into a long line of British politicians, 

George Montagu was groomed to be one 

himself his whole life. Montagu is a member 

of the privy council, where he and several 

other politicians advise the royal government, 

he is also the Auditor of the Exchequer.  

Woodes Rogers- Captain As a very well known English Sea Captain, 

Rogers is considered a hero by many, due to 

his multitude of expeditions and successful 

attacks against the Spanish. He earlier 

completed a very successful trip to 

madagascar where he persuaded the pirates 

there to not attack the British. Due to this 

massive success, he was looked upon 

favorably by the monarch. He is currently 

intent on retaking the pirate controlled 

Nassau, using both monetary and military 

backing. 

Robert Maynard- First Lieutenant of the 

HMS Pearl 

Robert Maynard is a successful officer of the 

Royal Navy, having steadily risen through the 

ranks to where he is today as First Lieutenant 

of the HMS Pearl. He is an expert at 

geography and navigation. 

Thomas Coningsby- First Earl of Coningsby Coningsby is a well known English politician 

who has served in the House of Commons 

until 1716, when he was appointed to the 

House of Lord, a position he currently holds. 

Such a position gives him influence in making 

important policy decisions.  
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Alexander Spotswood- Lieutenant Governor 

of Virginia  

Spotswood was a very successful naval man 

before becoming injured in a battle in 1704. 

However, in 1710 he was appointed to become 

the Lieutenant Governor of Virginia. As 

Lieutenant Governor, he made sure to explore 

much of Virginia and made several trade 

treaties with the natives there. He has 

experience negotiating, and holds a high 

position in colonial society. In addition, he is 

focused on eliminating corruption from the 

colonial governments, and is fiercely loyal to 

the King.  

Sir Matthew Dudley- Member of Parliament Previously the High sheriff of 

Northamptonshire, Northampton, and 

Huntingdonshire up until 1715. He was also 

elected as a fellow of the Royal Society. He is 

currently a member of the Parliament of 

Great Britain.  

Benjamin Vernon- Director of Naval Training 

and Recruitment 

After serving in the War of Spanish 

Succession, Vernon was promoted to his 

current role. In this position, he is responsible 

for recruiting British and colonial officials to 

join the navy. He is also in charge of 

overseeing the training of these new recruits.  

Thomas Smith- Chief of Naval Staff Smith was recently appointed to this position, 

and has only served in it for one year. As chief 

of staff, he is responsible for working behind 

the scenes to solve problems, managing 

communications and information flow, 

mediating disputes, and deal with any issues 

before they are brought to the First Lord of 

the Admiralty.  

Samuel Jones- Director of Naval Operations 

in Caribbean 

As Director of Naval Operations in the 

Caribbean, Jones is responsible for all the 

ships located in the region. He commands a 

wide knowledge of the geography of the 

region, including many of the lesser islands 

where pirates hideout. In this position, Jones 

is responsible for coordinating all ships and 

attacks, and delivering messages between 

ship captains and other members of this 

committee.  
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