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Hello delegates!  

My name is Caroline Zackerman and I 

will be your chair for this committee! I am 

looking forward to a great committee full of 

stimulating debate and problem-solving. I have 

been involved with Model UN since I was in 

sixth grade, and I am very grateful that it is a 

part of my life. This year is my second year 

working at WYOMUN, so I have the foundations 

and background to make this committee great. I 

hope that it can be both a time for fun and 

personal growth for everyone involved. 

Model UN has been a wonderful 

experience for me because more than anything, 

I love to learn. With Model UN I am constantly 

increasing my knowledge about history and 

current events. My favorite classes in school are 

history and Latin. In class you can probably find 

me getting ridiculously excited about a new 

Latin conjugation I learned, or some obscure 

historical fact. Outside of class I am most likely 

reading a book about linguistics, grammar, or 

the Russian tsars. Aside from history and Latin, 

I also enjoy writing and math. 

When I am not working hard in school or Model UN, I love to travel. This summer I 

travelled to the Costa Rican jungle for a week. My favorite trip I have ever been on was a two 

week adventure to Italy. Every turn I took, I was surrounded by Roman architecture and 

Renaissance art, some of my favorite things. In addition to travel, I spend my time volunteering 

within my community. A few times a month I serve soup and other food in one of the various 

shelters near me. I love being able to connect with people and hear their stories. 

I am incredibly excited for a wonderful committee and a great WYOMUN! If you have 

any questions or concerns regarding the committee or background guide, please feel free to 

contact me at czackerman@gmail.com, or reach out to the staff at wyomunoh@gmail.com. 

 

 

Caroline Zackerman 

Committee Chair  
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Hi everyone! My name is Brigid Simmons and I am one of the assistant chairs. While I 

did Model UN in middle school, this is my first year involved with high school Model UN. I am 

so excited to help run WYOMUN and experience this 

unique conference!  

School is not my main passion, but I love history 

and Spanish. This committee is very neat because it 

lines up with what I am learning about in AP United 

States history. My dream is to study Spanish in 

college and spend time abroad in Latin America 

learning and becoming fluent.  

Outside of school I play basketball and lacrosse, 

and love to volunteer. Every Tuesday I volunteer for 

Cincinnati Children’s and help teach aquatic therapy 

classes to children with autism. I also volunteer at 

women’s shelters with my basketball team. I am very 

involved with my church, Bellarmine Chapel, and 

went on a mission trip this summer to help people in 

Harlan, Kentucky with renovation needs. I am a youth 

group leader and also the youth representative on my 

church’s social mission core team.  

I love going to summer camp and making friends so 

feel free to talk to me. I cannot wait to meet and debate with everyone!  

 

Brigid Simmons 

Assistant Committee Chair 
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Introduction 

As the United States of America was testing the waters of its newfound independence, 

the Founding Fathers came together to set a framework for the nation. The Articles of 

Confederation had been ratified prior to the American Revolution to establish a system of 

government. The states, fearful of handing over too much power to the federal government, soon 

found that the Articles were ineffective and sought to amend them. In 1787, representatives from 

the numerous states gathered in Philadelphia to analyze and debate the problems plaguing their 

nation at the Constitutional Convention. In this committee, delegates will come together with a 

common goal of finding compromises in order to establish a future for their new nation 

following the instability caused by the Articles. 

 

Background 

The Development of the Colonies 

In the late 15th century, European explorers began crossing the Atlantic and making 

contact with the coasts of the Americas. During the centuries that followed, various nations 

battled for control of the much desired, profitable lands they had reached in the Americas. 

Although the English, Dutch, Spanish, and French 

all competed for power in the New World, the 

English eventually established a position of 

political and economic dominance. The English 

colonists, coming from the most powerful nation 

in Europe, controlled large swaths of land along 

the east coast of North America under the British 

crown. The British, who sought anything from 

religious freedom to gold, were faced with 

drastically different lifestyles across the colonies. 

The northern lands developed into bustling points 

of commerce, specializing in fishing or shipping. Further south, a warm climate and fertile soil 

led to a well-developed agricultural business. Southern colonists utilized the labor of African 

slaves on immense cotton, tobacco, and rice plantations.  

Grievances of the Colonists 

During the first half of the 18th century, the British government adopted a colonial policy 

called salutary neglect. Under salutary neglect, the colonies were essentially left to govern 

themselves. Great Britain was preoccupied with European affairs, allowing wealthy landowners 

and merchants to control colonial assemblies. By the second half of the 18th century, these 

colonial liberties began to shift. In Great Britain Prime Ministers began having considerable 

power over the kings. One such Prime Minister was George Grenville. Under Grenville, the 

British increasingly sought to extract profit from the colonies while limiting their economic 

freedom. Through a series of acts and taxes, colonial economic power was slowly centralized in 

the hands of the crown. The limitations on freedom were seen as particularly shocking when 

compared to the previous salutary neglect.  The first serious encroachment on colonial power 

The First Constitutional Convention: The Future of America 

 

 

3 



WYOMUN V 

was the Sugar Act of 1764. This act, while limiting taxes, outraged colonists because it put into 

place a more thorough system to prevent smuggling. Previously, the Navigation Acts put in place 

during the period of salutary neglect had been loosely enforced, so the passing of the Sugar Act 

greatly enraged the colonists.  Following the Sugar Act, the rights of colonists further subsided 

as more acts were enforced by the British government. In 1765, the Stamp Act required that all 

printed materials in the colonies carry a stamp purchased from royal authorities. The intent of 

the Stamp Act was to increase crown revenue to finance the empire. While the direct effects of 

the Sugar Act were narrow, the Stamp Act placed a burden on every level of colonial society, 

including those residing in the rural areas, causing widespread outrage. In the following years, a 

series of acts passed by Parliament added to anti-British sentiment in the colonies. These 

included the Townshend Acts, a tax on goods imported to the colonies, and the Intolerable Acts, 

which stripped the power and independence of local Massachusetts assemblies. Across the 

colonies, opposition grew because the British government was viewed as far too powerful. The 

crown continued to enforce taxes and regulations placed on colonists, but gave them no direct 

representation in Parliament. By the 1770s, opposition was spreading and outraged colonists 

began engaging in various forms of resistance.  

The Birth of the United States 

Colonists of all different experiences  came 

together in 1775 to wage war against their motherland 

and monarch, King George III. Though it began as 

opposition to various taxes and regulations, the 

American Revolution soon transformed into a battle for 

independence, on July 4th, 1776 with the signing of the 

Declaration of Independence. In this influential 

document, the colonists laid out the rights and 

privileges which they believed were most vital: life, 

liberty, and happiness.  The war carried on for eight 

years, coming to a close in 1783 with the signing of the 

Treaty of Paris with the British. Unsure of how to 

manage their newly found independence, the thirteen 

colonies quickly set out to establish a permanent 

framework of government. 

Continental Congress 

In 1774, before the fight for independence had begun, the English colonists took the first 

step in establishing a government. Delegates from across the colonies came together in 

Philadelphia to organize resistance to Parliament. This meeting, known as the First Continental 

Congress, established very little in specifics of government, but it set a very important 

precedent: from then on, delegates from each colony would repeatedly gather and discuss future 

collective action.  

With the outbreak of the American Revolution in the following year, delegates met again 

at the Second Continental Congress. The colonists established a plan for action against the 

British. A Continental Army was formed, with George Washington appointed as commander. A 
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governing body, the Congress, was created to lead the colonies. Congress was given power to 

appoint ambassadors, sign treaties, raise armies, and appoint governors. Still fearful of central 

governments, the states maintained that Congress must request money, supplies, and troops 

from the states. Despite its numerous limitations, the Continental Congress would continue to 

rule the colonies throughout the American Revolution. 

Articles of Confederation 

During the war, the Continental 

Congress continued to form the new system of 

government. The colonists required a stronger 

government to defeat Great Britain, but the 

extreme centralization over the colonies 

during British rule had caused many colonists 

to fear a powerful central authority. Due to 

this fear, the creation of a central colonial 

government was delayed. Individuals such as 

Benjamin Franklin began drafting their own 

versions of plans for national government in 

1775. In 1777, after much deliberation, the 

Continental Congress submitted a finalized 

version of the Articles of Confederation to the 

states. In order for the document to be accepted and put into place, each of the thirteen states 

had to ratify it individually, which did not take place until 1781. 

Following ratification, The Articles of Confederation did not result in a unified nation. 

This was in part due to the colonists’ fear of a centralized government. In addition, the colonists 

wanted to remain separate because they each had a unique history and culture. The thirteen 

colonies were henceforth a collection of states.  Each state was considered a separate identity 

with the sovereignty to rule within its own territories The states were so detached from one 

another that they referred to themselves as a League of Friendship. At their center stood a weak 

national government. The national government had only one branch, the Confederation 

Congress, in which each state had one vote. This outraged larger states such as Virginia, who felt 

entitled to more representation due to their size.  

Congress proved to be inherently weak, a trait much sought after by the states. States 

desired to remain in control of their individual affairs, relying on Congress only for common 

defense and welfare. Although Congress had power over foreign relations, treaties, declarations 

of war, and the coining of money, it lacked the ability to levy taxes and regulate commerce.  In 

order to raise money or an army, Congress had to request permission from the states. There was 

no established judicial branch or national court system. The Articles also made it difficult to 

change and improve the structure of government. In order for measures to be passed, nine out 

of the thirteen colonies were required to approve it, while a unanimous vote was needed to 

amend the Articles. Congress was essentially unable to create any meaningful change within the 

Confederation. 
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Originally, the states prospered under the Articles of Confederation. Expansion 

continued to the West, state economies developed and improved, and the states maintained 

their power over Congress. One of the major successes of the government at this time was the 

Northwest Ordinance of 1787, which called for the establishment of three to five states north of 

the Ohio River and east of the Mississippi. While the states themselves prospered, the national 

government faced severe economic and political problems due to its weak structure.  

The initial problems faced by the Congress were of economic matters. Unable to levy 

taxes, the federal government frequently had no funds to pay for its expenses. It was unable to 

provide compensation to soldiers from the revolution, could not borrow from foreign nations, 

and had no money to back its currency. Congress had borrowed large sums of money during the 

revolution, and found itself failing to  pay either interests or debts. The Confederation was also 

given no power to issue tariffs or regulate commerce among states. After independence, the new 

nation was barred from trading with the West Indies, a key point of revenue. Interstate 

commerce was severely limited because states were given the power to levy taxes on their state’s 

goods. Without the proper protective tariffs and measures by the federal government, the entire 

nation experienced economic problems. After acquiring serious debt, farmers and landowners 

faced imprisonment. 

In 1786, a series of rebellions in Massachusetts brought attention to the need for reform. 

Indebted farmers, led by Daniel Shay, closed courts to prevent the seizure of their land. These 

farmers, oppressed by the nation’s worsening economic conditions, had failed to pay taxes and 

now faced losing their land and livelihood. The leaders of the nation came to understand why 

change was necessary. The national government needed to be strengthened to develop uniform 

economic policy, protect property owners, and maintain order. 

  

Current Situation 

In May of 1787, after Shay’s Rebellion, Congress has agreed to meet once again in 

Philadelphia. Delegates from the states strive to rewrite the Articles of Confederation. In the face 

of a national crisis, numerous fears and concerns are brought to the Pennsylvania State House. 

Delegates, embracing their respective state’s unique history, are unable to view themselves as 

one united nation. A fear of a strong federal government is still present, but many delegates are 

beginning to understand the shortcomings of one which is too weak. In order to form a nation 

which may prosper and expand, delegates must establish a new, more practical, framework for 

the colonies. The specifics must be decided collectively by you, the delegates. There are multiple 

options regarding the approach you take. You might choose to maintain power in the hands of 

the states, or to reserve more power for a strong federal government. The nation you form might 

be one founded on the backs of slaves, or one that will thrive on its own. Delegates are entering 

the Convention with a distinct end goal in mind: the drafting of a Constitution. Whichever path 

you choose, be prepared to establish a document of government, and provide a way to lead this 

nation into the future. 
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Questions to Consider 

● Should the federal government be strengthened or kept weak? 

● How will representation in the legislative body be chosen? 

● How will slaves be counted in population censuses? 

● How will the federal government be prevented from becoming tyrannical? 

● How should the federal government be structured? 

 

The Blocs 

Federalists 

The Federalists are delegates from more elite, northern backgrounds, typically living in cities. 

Delegates in this bloc tend to support the creation of a powerful central government. These 

delegates often place less importance on the rights of individuals or states. They don’t trust 

human nature, which they believe only consists of selfish interests. Because of this, they are 

wary of putting too much power in the hands of the people. They strive for a powerful central 

government able to protect the people, even if that means putting certain rights aside. Within 

this bloc, many, although not all, delegates support the creation of a two-house legislature, with 

representation proportional to state population. State legislatures are given little importance in 

this bloc. Those in this bloc advocate for a powerful federal legislature to curb the power of the 

states. These delegates believe that the national government must be given power to create a 

strong government, and checks and balances among the branches are enough to protect 

individuals. 
Anti Federalists 

These delegates are typically farmers and poorer than the Federalists. They come from western 

Massachusetts or the southern backcountry. Members of this bloc advocate for limited federal 

powers. They hope to weaken the central government and strengthen the rights of the states and 

individuals. These delegates believe that a centralized government will lead the United States to 

a path of corruption. This bloc calls for a single-house legislature in which each state casts one 

vote.  These delegates are opposed to proportional membership within the legislative branch. 

They fear that population-based representation would be discriminatory against the smaller 

states. A powerful executive with veto powers is a point of concern for the Anti Federalists. A 

keypoint for these delegates is the protection of individual liberties and rights, such as trial by 

jury and freedom of speech and the press. These delegates seek heavy checks and balances as 

well as clearly enumerated rights of the states. 

 

Delegates 

Edmund Randolph Randolph is a plantation and slave owner from a prominent 

Virginia family. He has previously served as the Governor of 

Virginia. His views tend to shift from Anti Federalist to 

Federalist. 

Alexander Hamilton Hamilton is a lawyer, land speculator, and soldier from New 
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York. He is a Federalist and a proponent of a strong central 

government. He does not trust the judgement of the masses. 

Hamilton detests the institution of slavery with fervor, but 

his own ambitions often override this hatred. 

George Mason Mason is a plantation owner and land speculator from 

Virginia. He has previously served on the State Lower House 

of Virginia. Mason is an Anti-Federalist and proponent of a 

weak central government and state rights. He fears broad, 

undefined powers for the federal government. He claims to 

be a strong opponent of slavery, despite owning slaves for 

his entire life. 

Oliver Ellsworth Ellsworth is a lawyer from Connecticut. He has previously 

served on the State Upper House and Superior Court of 

Connecticut and the Council of Safety. He is an 

Anti-Federalist who is fearful of giving sweeping power to 

Congress. He was opposed to the abolition of the foreign 

slave trade. Ellsworth is a proponent of compromise 

between large and small states over the matter of 

representation. 

John Rutledge Rutledge is a lawyer, judge, and slave holder from South 

Carolina. He has previously served on the Lower House of 

South Carolina, and as Governor of South Carolina. He is a 

Federalist as well as a moderate supporter of strong central 

government, but believes slavery should remain under 

control of the state. He is a vigorous advocate of southern 

interests.  

William Patterson He is a lawyer from New Jersey who has previously served 

on the New Jersey State Upper House Legislature and State 

Constitutional Convention. Paterson is one of the most 

fervent Federalists and a strong advocate of national 

supremacy. 

George Clymer Clymer is a merchant, banker, and educator from 

Pennsylvania. He has previously served on the Pennsylvania 

Council of Safety, and the Pennsylvania Lower House 

Legislature. He is a supporter of the Federalist, as well as an 

advocate of strong central government. 

John F. Mercer Mercer is a lawyer, planter, and slaveholder from Maryland 

(born in Virginia). He has previously served on the Lower 

House of Virginia State Legislature. While he was opposed 

to a strong central government, Mercer had shifting views 

from Federalist to Anti Federalist. 
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Gouverneur Morris Morris is lawyer and educator from Pennsylvania (born in 

New York). He has previously served on the Lower House of 

the New York Legislature. Morris is in favor of strong central 

government as well as aristocratic rule. Typically, Morris’s 

views align with those of the Federalists. 

 

William Samuel Johnson Johnson is lawyer and inventor from Connecticut. He has 

previously served on the Upper and Lower House of the 

Colonial Assembly. His loyalties are very closely tied to the 

Anglican church. Johnson is a Federalist, looking to a strong 

federal government to protect the rights of small states. He 

believes that slaves should be counted the same as other 

people when determining state representation. 

Richard Dobbs Spaight Spaight is a planter, slaveholder, and politician from North 

Carolina. He has previously served on the North Carolina 

Lower House. He is a Federalist and a supporter of strong 

federal government. 

George Washington Washington is a planter, slaveholder, general, and investor 

from Virginia. He has previously served on the Virginia 

House of Burgesses and is a leader of the Whig party. 

Washington has recently been appointed as President of the 

Convention. Although he is typically sympathetic to 

Federalists, he chooses to stay non-partisan. His views on 

slavery are inconsistent. Although he has been a slaveholder 

for his entire life, he tends to express moral reservations 

about the institution of slavery. 

James McHenry McHenry is a physician, and office holder from Maryland. 

He has previously served on the Maryland Senate. As a 

Federalist, he favors the efforts to form a strong federal 

government. McHenry favors the abolition of slavery. 

Charles Cotesworth Pinckney He is a lawyer, planter, and slaveholder from South 

Carolina. He has previously served on the Upper and Lower 

house of the South Carolina State Legislature. Pinckney is a 

devoted Federalist, continuously advocating for a powerful 

national government. Pinckney is a lifelong slave owner and 

believes that slavery is necessary to South Carolina’s 

economy. 

Nathaniel Gorham Gorham is a merchant and speculator from Massachusetts. 

He has previously served on the Upper and Lower House of 

Massachusetts. While a moderate nationalist,Gorham is still 

a Federalist and advocate for a powerful national 
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government. Although not a fervent supporter of slavery, he 

is willing to accept southern demands about slavery. 

Luther Martin He is a planter, slaveholder, and lawyer from Maryland 

(born in New Jersey). He has previously served on the Lower 

House of the Maryland State Legislature. An Antifederalist, 

Martin advocates for a weak central government. He also 

favors the rights of small states. Despite being a small 

slaveowner, Martin opposes slavery as an institution. 

James Madison Jr. He is a politician from Virginia. He has previously served on 

the Upper and Lower House of Virginia. He is a fervent 

advocate of a strong central government, as well as the 

founder of the Federalist party. He detests slavery and has 

worked to abolish it. 

Elbridge Gerry He is a investor, business man, and land speculator from 

Massachusetts. He has previously served on the Lower 

house of Massachusetts State Legislature. Fearing a strong 

central government, Gerry was an Antifederalist who 

advocated for the rights of individuals and states. He views 

slavery with strong contempt. 

Roger Sherman Sherman is a lawyer, merchant, and cobbler from 

Connecticut (born in Massachusetts). He has previously 

served on the State Upper House of Connecticut. Although 

he aligns with the Federalist party, Sherman is a advocate 

for compromise between large and small states. Sherman 

was morally opposed to slavery, but often disregarded these 

morals and used the issue of slavery as a tool for negotiation. 

Robert Yates Yates is a politician and judge from New York. He has 

previously served on the State Constitutional Convention for 

New York. Yates is recognized by many as leader of the 

Anti-Federalists. He is fearful of centralization and very 

opposed to a strong federal government. 

Benjamin Franklin Franklin is an investor, publisher, and and speculator from 

Pennsylvania (born in Massachusetts). He has previously 

served as governor of Pennsylvania. Being a wealthy 

member of Pennsylvania’s elite, Franklin is a member of the 

Federalist party. 

Gunning Bedford Jr. Bedford is an attorney and lawyer from Delaware (born in 

Philadelphia). He has previously served on the Lower House 

State Legislature of Delaware. Although an advocate of 

state’s rights, Bedford is also a Federalist and a supporter of 
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a strong central government. Therefore, he seeks 

compromise. 

 

Further Research 

This background guide is a useful resource, but it is only the first step in preparing for 

this committee. In order to be fully prepared with a thorough understanding of the topic, 

delegates are strongly encouraged to conduct their own research. Individual positions, blocs, 

and overall topics should be investigated fully. By completing the proper research, each delegate 

is guaranteed a successful committee experience. 
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