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WYOMUN V 

Dear Delegates, 

 

My name is Grace Hitt, and I am very 

excited to serve as one of your crisis directors for 

The Time of Troubles: Russia in Chaos! I love 

Russian history, especially imperial Russia, and I 

hope that you enjoy the experience of the 

committee as much as we’ve all enjoyed designing 

it. My interest in Russian history started as a 

fascination with Nicholas II and his family, but 

after reading Simon Sebag Montefiore’s The 

Romanovs: 1613-1918, I realized just how 

interesting the whole Romanov dynasty is. 

However, since this committee takes place before 

the Romanov dynasty was established, you all have 

the power to completely change the course of 

Russian history. 

 This is my third year participating in 

WYOMUN, but I’ve been participating in Model 

UN since sixth grade (I’m a senior now). Other 

than Model UN, I am involved in many other 

activities. I love playing trumpet, and I am section 

leader in the high school’s band. Outside of school 

band, I play in the CSYO Philharmonic Orchestra and the CCM Preparatory Department Brass 

Choir. Besides trumpet, which admittedly takes up a lot of the time I’m not doing schoolwork, I 

help run Icarus (Wyoming High School’s literary magazine) and compete as part of Wyoming’s 

academic team. As you may have guessed from my obsession with Russian history, history is by 

far my favorite subject, and I plan to continue to study history, particularly European history, in 

college. In my limited spare time, I enjoy reading. My favorite author is Agatha Christie, and 

some of my favorite books are And Then There Were None, Murder on the Orient Express, and 

the Illuminae Files series. I welcome any and all book recommendations! 

The rest of the committee staff and I have been working diligently to create an 

informative background guide, and we are so thrilled to share this committee with you! I 

encourage you all to participate actively, and I can’t wait to find out in what direction you’ll take 

Russia. See you October 27th! 

  

Sincerely, 

Grace Hitt 

Crisis Director 

The Time of Troubles: Russia in Chaos 
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Dear delegates, 

 

My name is Radu Pavel, Jr. and I’m going to 

be one of your chairs for The Time of Troubles: 

Russia in Chaos! I’ve done model UN for too many 

years to count (7) and this will be my second time 

chairing for WYOMUN. Not unlike last year, Grace 

brought this idea up to be a committee for this year, 

and I loved it. It’s mostly because of our AP Euro 

class, but that’s a story too long for this letter. 

In model UN I’ve gotten a few awards over 

the years, including University of Michigan, where I 

was best delegate for the midnight crisis. Outside of 

model UN, I’m an officer for our Mock Trial team, 

which is trying hard to make it to state this year. I’ve 

also played piano for quite a few years, and it’s 

something I love doing. My favorite pieces to play 

are the Moonlight sonata, Waltz in C# minor, and 

Sonata Pathetique. For the past couple years, I’ve 

also worked for a neuroscientist at the University of 

Cincinnati and that’s something else I’ve really 

enjoyed, although I’ve learned several times, the 

hard way, that there are serious hazards associated 

with being around football players twice your size.  

In my “free time” I’m applying to colleges and that's taking up almost all of my time 

outside of school and club work. Right now, it seems I’m going to go into the sciences, maybe 

physics or computer science… but also, I’m very near undecided, so that choice could change at 

any minute. If you ever have any questions, scholarship money, or things you want to say, don't 

hesitate to approach me. Last years WYOMUN was a blast, and I am very excited for this year’s 

committee.  

The rest of the committee staff and I have been working tirelessly to bring you a 

committee of Russian proportions, and I can’t wait to see what crazy, and hopefully rational 

ideas you all bring to the table. 

  

  

Sincerely, 

Radu Pavel, Jr 

Committee Chair 

The Time of Troubles: Russia in Chaos 
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Introduction 

The year is 1607, and Vasily Shuisky, a powerful boyar, or Russian noble, maintains a 

tenuous hold on power. His tsardom has rekindled the brutal civil war that has ravaged Russia 

since the death of Fyodor I in 1598, which began the Time of Troubles. Fyodor’s death ended the 

Rurikid dynasty that had ruled Muscovy since 862, leaving the country without a clear path or 

clear line of succession. Famine swept through the region in the earliest years of the seventeenth 

century, leaving one-third of the Russian population dead and countless others starving. The 

people blame Boris Godunov, usurper-turned-tsar, and in their desperate search for a rightful 

heir, they have fallen victim to several pretenders to the throne. Shuisky seized power in 1606, 

but it is now 1607, and he and his boyar council must contend with not only internal rebellions 

involving pretenders but also the imminent invasion of the Polish army. In this committee, 

delegates will represent prominent Russian nobles. Delegates will seek to resolve the myriad 

problems facing Russia as a whole while also accumulating as much power for their family as 

possible. 

 

Background 

The Development of the Russian 

State 

In 862, Slavs invited the 

Scandinavian prince Rurik to rule over 

Russia, thus beginning a dynasty that would 

last nearly 800 years. The Rurikid princes 

built a loose confederation of principalities 

known as Kievan Rus that for many years 

was considered the heir to Byzantium. 

However, like much of the rest of Asia, 

Kievan Rus was conquered by the Mongols. 

For two centuries, the descendants of 

Genghis Khan allowed Rurikid princes to 

rule small principalities, but only as long as 

they paid tribute to the Mongols. In 1462, 

one of these Rurikid princes, Ivan III, also 

known as Ivan the Great, became Grand 

Prince of Muscovy, one of these 

principalities. Under Ivan III, Moscow 

expanded its reach to Novgorod and Tver, 

two other important principalities, and in 

1480, Ivan directly challenged Mongol rule. 

He married Sofia Paleologue, the niece of the 

last Byzantine emperor, and claimed to be 
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the heir to the Byzantine emperors as well as to the leadership of the Orthodox church. Ivan the 

Great called himself “Caesar” (or, Russianized, “Tsar”). By the end of his reign, virtually all of 

Russia looked to Moscow and deferred to Ivan’s judgment. Ivan’s son Vasily III expanded 

Muscovy further by annexing Pskov, Ryazan, and Smolensk. However, when Vasily III died in 

1533, his two sons were both unfit to rule. The elder, Yury, was deaf and mute, while the 

younger, Ivan, was sickly and a toddler. Vasily’s wife Yelena served as regent, but when she died 

in 1538, the government descended into squabbling between the boyars, or nobles. In 1547, as 

part of a campaign by Muscovite boyars to reform the state, Ivan IV became the first grand 

prince to be crowned tsar of all Russia. 

The Russian Economy and Serfdom 

During the 15th century and throughout much of the 16th century, Russia’s economy 

grew steadily due to a combination of colonization and trade, increased power of the central 

government, and expansion of serfdom. Prior to 1460, most Russians were subsistence farmers 

who lived on state land and paid taxes to their respective princes. However, a law code in 1460 

instituted the practice of 

peasant registration. The new 

code decreed that peasants 

were only allowed to 

renounce their tenancy of the 

state land at the end of the 

agricultural cycle, St. Yury’s 

Day (November 26, according 

to the Julian calendar). This 

practice was instituted to deal 

with the expected large-scale 

deportations of peoples from 

Novgorod, Tver, Pskov, and 

Ryazan in order to replace the 

local nobility with Muscovite 

vassals. A 1497 law code 

further decreased the rights 

of peasants by requiring them 

to pay debts and departure 

fees to their landlord when they left. Peasants continued to lose rights as the state consolidated 

its power. For everyone else, however, the economy seemed to be doing well. The government 

acted to limit the amount of land people could own, increasing the number of landholders. 

Additionally, trade was opened with the British and Dutch at Arkhangelsk, Siberia was opened 

to trade, and agriculture was expanded to the steppes.  

By the 1570s, however, it became increasingly clear that the Russian economy had 

entered a steep decline. Russia tripled in size during the 16th century, absorbing Tatar lands to 

the south and east,  and the state was not prepared to handle such expansion. Russia’s 

population was also extremely sparse. These conditions left many towns depopulated and many 
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agricultural lands unproductive, as taxpayers fled to avoid financial and labor obligations. In an 

attempt to solve the problem, the peasants were enserfed in the 1590s. They became slaves in all 

but name, completely tied to the land that they cultivated. The creation of serfdom increased the 

status of landholders, and with increased status came increased competition for landed (and 

staffed) estates. Unfortunately for the tsars and the central government in Moscow, serfdom 

decreased state revenue, as most of the tax burden was placed on a class increasingly unable to 

afford it. Ivan IV’s oprichnina (see Tsar Ivan IV) exacerbated the problem. By the Time of 

Troubles, Russia faced a dire financial crisis. 

Russian Culture  

Ivan III sought to turn Moscow towards the West. He brought Italian and Greek 

diplomats to court, and his marriage to Sofia Paleologue symbolically styled him as a Western 

prince. Byzantine heritage in the time of Ivan III was seen as desirous and Western, whereas the 

Ottomans and Tatars were seen as backwards. 

In the 1500s, however, Muscovy developed its own distinct culture, a mixture of 

Novgorodian, Tverite, and Suzdalian traditions. The stable government and growing, prosperous 

population enabled Muscovites to devote more time to cultural activities. Additionally, Moscow 

was fairly culturally isolated. Whereas Ivan III had sought good relations with Muscovy’s 

powerful neighbor,  Poland-Lithuania, his successors did not share such goals, and the 

subsequent poor relations prevented Moscow from turning towards the West.  

Tsar Ivan IV 

Ivan IV is perhaps better known as Ivan the Terrible, although this name is misleading. 

In Russian, he was called Ivan Grozny, and while Grozny is typically translated as “terrible,” a 

more apt translation would be “awe-inspiring.” However, 

Ivan IV was by no means a good ruler, and in many ways 

he drove the state his father and grandfather had created 

into the ground.  

Ivan was crowned in 1547 at the age of sixteen, and 

soon after, he was married to the first of his six wives, 

Anastasia Romanova Zakharina, from a prominent boyar 

family. He suffered from ill health and a bad temper his 

whole life, partially due to a painful and incurable bone 

disease that he medicated with alcohol. Ivan was a puppet 

ruler for many years due to his young age, enabling the 

boyars and bureaucrats to institute a program of reform 

during the mid-1550s. These reforms addressed the law 

code, the military, and local governments, placing 

restrictions on hereditary landowners. Additionally, the 

boyars began a series of military campaigns against the 

Khanate of Kazan along the Volga River in southern Russia. 

By the end of the 1550s, Ivan, now in his twenties, took control of the 

government. The Russian people were disappointed with the delay in conquering the Volga and 

tired of paying exorbitant amounts to finance military campaigns. Ivan took advantage of this 
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dissatisfaction to increase his own power. However, Ivan’s education throughout his youth had 

been neglected because no one expected him to rule. In 1564, Ivan demonstrated his lack of 

knowledge by creating the oprichnina. The oprichnina consisted of land taken from prosperous 

northern and commercial territories 

that became, essentially, Ivan’s 

personal property. All revenue from 

these territories went directly to Ivan, 

and boyars who previously lived on the 

land were executed or relocated. 

Members of the new court instituted a 

reign of terror that ended with the sack 

of Novgorod. The oprichnina had its 

own army and undermined the boyars 

by resorting to looting and causing 

destruction. Ivan’s oprichnina army 

was so incompetent that it had to be 

reintegrated into the Russian army in 

1572. Ivan also began a costly series of 

wars in Livonia (present-day Latvia) 

that lasted from 1558 until 1583. His 

court was run by terror. In 1581, Ivan IV murdered his talented firstborn son, also named Ivan. 

Ivan Ivanovich, a competent strategist, had demanded to be given command of troops in order 

to liberate Pskov. His request infuriated Ivan IV, who drove a stake through the younger Ivan’s 

head.  This act of rage doomed the Rurikid dynasty. When Ivan Grozny died in 1584, he was 

succeeded by another son, Fyodor, a feeble-minded and wholly incompetent ruler. 

Boris Godunov 

Before his death, Ivan IV appointed Boris Godunov, the 

brother of Fyodor’s wife Irina, as a member of Fyodor’s council 

of regents. Boris Godunov came from a Russified Mongol family, 

and although he was illiterate, he was wealthy and skilled at 

court intrigue. Fyodor was essentially a puppet, and Godunov 

ran the government. After Fyodor died in 1598, Godunov was 

elected tsar by a zemsky sobor, or assembly of the land. He ruled 

until his death in April 1605. 

Prior to 1600, Godunov’s rule was largely successful, as 

he was able to repair much of the damage done by Ivan IV. He 

recaptured Narva from Sweden, allowed the British to trade 

without tolls, and built fortresses and towns to guard against 

raids by Tatar and Finnish tribes. Godunov was the first tsar to 

send young people abroad to study, as well as the first tsar to 

allow Lutheran churches in Russia. Additionally, Godunov helped 

establish the Russian patriarchate. Although the Orthodox church in Russia had been 

autocephalous, meaning it governed itself in ecclesiastical matters, since 1448, it was still 
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technically a subject of Constantinople. In 1589, Godunov convinced the patriarch in 

Constantinople to recognize his friend Job, the Metropolitan of Moscow, as the patriarch of 

Russia. This act increased Godunov’s prestige and popularity, particularly as it generated 

employment opportunities by creating a number of new bishoprics. Godunov also reformed the 

service nobility, or dvorianstvo. These nobles only held their estates if they served as soldiers or 

administrators. These estates were known as pomestie, while the holders were known as 

pomeshchiki. Serfs worked on the estates, and this system expanded serfdom to all areas except 

Siberia and northern Russia. Godunov focused on modernizing and standardizing the Russian 

state, but he also sharply increased the tax burden on townspeople and fully enserfed the 

peasants. 

Godunov faced a number of challenges to his rule, including the depopulation of central 

Muscovy, discontent among small landholders, and opposition from other boyars. The greatest 

challenge faced by Boris Godunov was the famine that ravaged Russia in the early years of the 

seventeenth century. The so-called “little ice age” was particularly devastating in the 1590s and 

early 1600s. Because of its location, Russia was struck worse than many other places. As a result, 

the harvests of 1601, 1602, and most of 1603 failed. Bands of peasants and former townspeople 

roamed the Russian countryside 

eating bark from trees. Nobles drove 

out their serfs because they could not 

afford to feed them. Other serfs 

escaped when faced with a 

combination of poor crops and 

increased taxes. The serfs then 

formed an army and harassed the city 

of Moscow. In some places, people 

resorted to cannibalism. In total, the 

famine killed one-third of Russia’s 

population and over one hundred 

thousand people in Moscow 

alone. 

While Godunov had been a popular leader before 

the famine, people began to fear that his actions had brought the famine upon them. They saw 

Godunov as a usurper and believed the famine was meant as punishment for their sin in 

allowing him to rule. Desperate and still starving, the people sought a rightful tsar who could 

end their troubles. 

First False Dmitri 

Fyodor, as the eldest, was the logical successor to the throne in 1584. However, Ivan IV 

had one other surviving son: Dmitri, the son of his last wife. Although Dmitri was only an infant 

at the time of his father’s death, Dmitri’s mother’s family, the Nagoys, attempted to force Fyodor 

to declare Dmitri his successor or perhaps even to put him on the throne. This attempt failed, 

and Dmitri and his family were exiled to his inheritance of Uglich. 

In 1591, the nine-year-old Dmitri died under mysterious circumstances. Vasily Shuisky 

led a commission to investigate the boy’s death and eventually concluded that he had 
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accidentally slit his throat during an epileptic seizure while playing with a knife. Two days after 

Dmitri died, there was an enormous fire in Moscow that left thousands of people homeless. The 

Nagoys sought to blame Boris Godunov for both the fire and Dmitri’s death, but at the time it 

was discovered that agents of the Nagoy clan had set the fire. These conclusions were essentially 

forgotten, or perhaps ignored, by the early 1600s. The explanation given by Shuisky’s 

commission was accepted by many people at the time, but as years passed, questions arose 

about what had actually happened to Dmitri and whether he might in fact be alive. 

Around 1601, the first False Dmitri began asserting his claims in Moscow. The 

appearance of the first False Dmitri (for the rest of this section referred to as Dmitri) revived the 

rumors that Godunov had played a role in the assassination attempt against Dmitri and 

subsequent fire in Moscow. In the midst of the famine, Dmitri fled to Lithuania, where he was 

supported by nobles and Jesuits. In October of 1604, Dmitri invaded Russia with an army of 

Poles and Cossacks. He was welcomed by the people, who believed God had delivered their true 

tsar.  

When Boris Godunov died in April of 1605, he was succeeded by his infant son Fyodor II. 

However, within a month, the senior officers of the tsar rebelled, placing Dmitri’s godfather in 

charge of Moscow. Dmitri took over, and with the help 

of many boyars, had Fyodor II and Godunov’s wife 

killed. He was crowned tsar on July 21, supported by 

the Romanovs, the Nagoys, and Vasily Shuisky, among 

others. 

As tsar, Dmitri ignored many Russian 

traditions. He did not attend Orthodox services, and 

because he was Roman Catholic, he was a heretic 

according to Orthodox doctrine. Dmitri dressed as a 

Pole and did not surround himself with a crowd of 

courtiers, but rather brought many Polish people to 

Moscow. He tried to instigate a Christian alliance to 

drive the Turks out of Europe, but this effort failed. 

Despite these actions, Dmitri enjoyed immense popular 

support until 1606, when he married a Polish woman 

named Marina Mniszech. Dmitri’s marriage enraged 

the people, who called Marina “Marinka the Witch.” Vasily Shuisky 

reversed his opinion once again and spread the rumor that Dmitri was a Polish puppet. Nine 

days after the wedding, a group of boyars that included Shuisky stormed the Kremlin and killed 

Dmitri. Shuisky blamed it on the Poles, instigating violent acts by Muscovites that left 400 Poles 

dead. Vasily Shuisky, as a member of a branch of the Rurikid family, was crowned Tsar Vasily IV 

on June 1. He displayed Dmitri’s body in the Red Square for three days, but rumors soon began 

to circulate that Dmitri had escaped death once again. 

Second False Dmitri 

Mikhail Molchanov, an acquaintance of the first False Dmitri in Poland-Lithuania, took 

advantage of these rumors. Molchanov’s friend Grigory Shakhovskoi, the governor of Putivl, 

announced the return of Dmitri, and southern Russia was captivated. Molchanov was unable to 
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return to Russia because he looked nothing like the first False Dmitri, so he gave his official seal 

to Ivan Bolotnikov to command his army. Another pomeshchik, Istoma Paskov, led an army for 

Molchanov in south Russia. The armies were supported by Cossacks and nearly everyone else 

they met en route to Moscow. Bolotnikov’s army besieged Moscow in autumn of 1606, but it was 

driven from the city when Shuisky convinced Paskov and other leaders to switch sides. 

In 1607, the second False Dmitri (hereafter referred to as the Brigand of Tushino) 

appeared at Starodub. He established camp at Tushino, nine miles from Moscow, with members 

of the Romanov family in many important posts. The Brigand was recognized by Marina 

Mniszech as Dmitri, and he declared an heir: Petr, the lost son of Fyodor I. 

Social Turmoil 

One issue in southern Russia was Cossack raids. Cossack comes from the Turkic “kazak,” 

meaning free man. The original Cossacks were Tatars, a nomadic people associated with the 

Mongols’ Golden Horde, who were granted rights by the princes because they defended the 

southern border. The Cossacks lived in militaristic, quasi-democratic societies. As time went on, 

the original Tatar Cossacks were joined by escaped serfs from Russia and Poland-Lithuania. 

They raided Turkish Crimea and were on occasion employed by Poland for defense as well. 

“Registered” Cossacks lived in towns or on landed estates, and they typically resented their lords 

and estate managers. 

Another cause of social turmoil in Russia was the mestnichestvo. It ranked boyar families 

according to genealogical precedence, and, by tradition, oldest families received the imperial 

jobs regardless of their candidate’s qualifications. This system resulted in many incompetent 

officials and numerous quarrels among boyar families. 

Poland 

In many ways, Poland of the early 1600s was very similar 

to Russia. Both were large, sparsely populated, agricultural 

countries with rigid class systems. Where Russia turned to 

centralization to control the population, however, Poland 

delegated more powers to the nobles. Polish kings were elected 

and very rarely hailed from Poland. 

In 1587, Sigismund III was elected king of Poland to secure 

a Polish-Swedish alliance. He was a member of the Catholic 

branch of the Swedish royal house of Vasa and the son of King 

John III. Sigismund did not particularly care about the Polish 

throne because he wanted to rule Sweden. In 1592, Sigismund 

finally achieved his goal of becoming king of Sweden, but he was 

extremely unpopular. A civil war broke out in 1597, and Sigismund 

was deposed in favor of his uncle Charles, Duke of Södermanland. 

Sigismund was deeply unhappy and sought to increase his influence 

in other areas, namely Russia.  

 

Current Situation 
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As the committee opens, it is 1607, and Russia is completely split into factions over the 

issue of the Brigand of Tushino. Southern Russia is extremely loyal to Dmitri, and by this point, 

Dmitri is supported by nearly half of the Russian population. These people believe Dmitri truly 

escaped death in 1606 and has returned to take his rightful place as tsar. Shuisky and his council 

are faced with rebellions on nearly all sides. To put down these rebellions, Vasily Shuisky 

arranged an alliance with King Charles IX of Sweden. Russia traded territory on the Baltic for 

Swedish military assistance in suppressing the rebellions. Sigismund III saw this alliance as a 

threat and betrayal, so he immediately invaded Russia and took the side of Dmitri.  

Delegates are tasked with establishing stability in Russia. Stability can only be achieved 

when the rightful tsar is in power and foreign powers have ceased meddling in Russian affairs. 

Additional considerations include the various discontented groups within Russian borders and 

the decline of the Russian economy. Of course, for each delegate, stability is better if one’s 

family is in a position of power within the Russian government, perhaps even tsar… 

 

Questions to Consider 

● Who is the rightful tsar of Russia? 

● What is the best way to secure the rightful tsar’s power over the country? 

● What is the best way to rebuild the Russian economy? 

● How should the Poles and Swedes be dealt with? 

● How can each delegate accumulate the most power for themselves and their family? 

 

Blocs 

There are two main blocs in this committee. However, it is important to keep in mind 

that ultimately, each noble is most interested in accruing power for themselves. 

Shuisky’s Supporters 

This bloc is made up of nobles who support Vasily Shuisky’s tsardom. Many of these 

supporters are related to Shuisky or owe their position of power to him in some way.  

Shuisky’s Opponents 

Shuisky’s opponents tend to be, but are not always, supporters of Dmitri. The Nagoy and 

Romanov families, relatives of Ivan IV’s wives, tend to side against Shuisky because of personal 

slights or a desire to accumulate familial power. 

 

Delegates 

 

Tsar Vasily Shuisky Vasily Shuisky is an aristocrat descended 

from the family of Rurik. He led the 1591 

investigation into Dmitri Ivanovich’s death 

and concluded it was an accident. However, 

in 1605 he reversed his judgment in favor of 

the first False Dmitri and was involved in a 
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movement to assassinate Boris Godunov’s son 

Fyodor II. After the first False Dmitri 

married, Shuisky changed sides once again. 

He provoked a popular revolt against Dmitri, 

resulting in Dmitri’s assassination. Vasily 

Shuisky was crowned tsar soon after. 

Although he is not a very popular tsar, he is 

generally respected by the boyars because he 

agreed to uphold their rights and privileges.  

Mikhail Tatishchev A pomeshchik, Tatishchev was instrumental 

in ensuring Vasily Shuisky’s accession to the 

throne. He has thus far been a loyal supporter 

of Shuisky and his policies, often sent with 

those Shuisky does not trust to ensure tasks 

are done according to his will. 

Okolnichy Ivan F. Kriuk-Kolychev Kriuk-Kolychev is a close friend of Vasily 

Shuisky and was present at the meeting at 

which Shuisky’s accession to the throne was 

planned. He is an okolnichy, which means 

“someone close to the ruler.” As an okolnichy, 

Kruik-Kolychev is one rank lower than a 

boyar, but he helps organize Shuisky’s travels 

and military campaigns. He commanded 

forces to drive rebels from Volok Lamsky and 

nearby areas.  

Dmitri Shuisky Dmitri Shuisky is Vasily Shuisky’s younger 

brother. He was a playmate of Fyodor I. He 

became governor of Kargopol, but after 

Fyodor acceded to the throne, Dmitri Shuisky 

fought with Boris Godunov and was thus 

exiled. Later, he returned to Russia and 

married Godunov’s sister-in-law. Shuisky is 

an extremely incapable general, but he is very 

loyal to his brother and typically acts in 

accord with him. 

Patriarch Hermogen Hermogen was a monk who became the first 

Metropolitan of Kazan. He was Tsar Vasily 

Shuisky’s second choice for Patriarch of the 

Orthodox church, but initially, he did not 

receive enough votes to be elected. In 1606, 

Vasily Shuisky accused Filaret Romanov, who 

had been elected patriarch, of scheming 

against him. Shuisky then appointed 
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Hermogen patriarch. Hermogen immediately 

began fighting against dissension in the 

church, accusing anyone who questioned Tsar 

Vasily’s legitimacy of sacrilege because of 

their adherence to Otrepyev, a heretic. 

Prince Mikhail Skopin-Shuisky Skopin-Shuisky is a cousin of Vasily Shuisky 

who helps to increase the tsar’s popularity. 

He held some minor posts in the court of 

Boris Godunov, but he is most well known as 

a popular general in the loyalist Russian 

army. 

Prince Fyodor Mstislavsky Mstislavsky was chairman of the boyar 

council under both Godunov and Dmitri. He 

led forces with Shuisky against the first False 

Dmitri but became a loyal supporter of Dmitri 

when Dmitri allowed him to retain his 

chairmanship.  In 1606, those who opposed 

Shuisky, namely the Nagoy and Romanov 

clans, supported Mstislavsky as a candidate 

for tsar. Mstislavsky would likely have been 

elected tsar if a zemsky sobor had voted; 

however, he had no interest in being 

Shuisky’s main opponent and withdrew his 

name from the race, threatening to become a 

monk if others kept trying to put him on the 

throne. 

Metropolitan Filaret (Fyodor Romanov) Fyodor Romanov was the eldest nephew of 

Ivan IV’s first wife and son of a well-known 

boyar, Nikita Romanovich. He served in the 

army under Fyodor I, but Boris Godunov 

banished him to a monastery for not 

supporting his rule. Here, Fyodor Romanov 

took the monastic name of Filaret. Filaret 

became metropolitan of Rostov after 

Godunov’s death. Filaret’s son, Mikhail, was 

considered as a candidate for tsar in 1606 but 

rejected as too young. Filaret himself could 

not be tsar because Boris Godunov forcibly 

had him tonsured, and monks could not be 

tsar. Vasily Shuisky was essentially forced to 

make Filaret patriarch at the beginning of his 

reign; however, he accused Filaret of 

conspiring against him in 1606 and had him 

deposed. Thus, Filaret is a strong opponent of 
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Shuisky and his rule. 

Prince Ivan Vorotynsky Vorotynsky was a member of the boyar 

council who led loyalist forces against 

Pashkov in the Bolotnikov Rebellion.  

Prince Dmitri Trubetskoi Trubetskoi was a military commander who 

led loyalist forces throughout the Time of 

Troubles. 

Prince Andrei Golitsyn A member of the boyar council and relation of 

Vasily Golitsyn. His family was persecuted by 

Boris Godunov. He led loyalist forces with 

Skopin-Shuisky near Kaluga. 

Prince Boris Lykov Lykov occupied a high position in the court of 

the first False Dmitri and pleaded clemency 

for Shuisky at that time. He was a member of 

the boyar council during Shuisky’s reign and 

cousin of the Golitsyn family. 

Boyar Ivan Romanov Ivan Romanov was exiled by Boris Godunov, 

but Dmitri brought him back, making Ivan 

unquestionably loyal to the first False Dmitri. 

He was Filaret’s brother. In 1606, Ivan 

wanted to be tsar, but he was not a realistic 

candidate, as he was unpopular and ill. Ivan 

commanded loyalist forces for Shuisky at the 

Vyrka River. 

Boyar Fyodor Sheremetev Sheremetev commanded Boris Godunov’s 

forces at the siege of Kromy, which had 

declared for the first False Dmitri. He was 

eventually forced to surrender the town to 

Dmitri. Sheremetev immediately switched 

sides from Dmitri to Vasily Shuisky once he 

heard of the coup, and he blockaded 

Astrakhan, which persisted in supporting 

Dmitri. Shuisky sent Sheremetev to negotiate 

with the Nogai Tatars, but the Tatars joined 

the rebellion. 

Prince Vasily Golitsyn Although many Golitsyns were persecuted or 

mistrusted by Boris Godunov, Vasily was 

given a high rank. However, Golitsyn became 

instrumental in the council of the first False 

Dmitri after Boris Godunov’s death. He led 

the rebellion of the army against Fyodor II 
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and personally presided over his 

assassination. Vasily Golitsyn was initially 

part of the conspiracy that brought Shuisky to 

power, but he withdrew before Shuisky was 

crowned because he hoped to become tsar 

himself. 

Prince Dmitry Pozharsky Pozharsky served as Shuisky’s stolnik and was 

renowned for his high moral principles. He 

also commanded loyalist forces. 

 

 

 

Further Research 

Although this background guide is a great starting point for research, additional 

investigation is necessary for further understanding of the committee and the topics to be 

discussed. Delegates are strongly encouraged to look for sources beyond the background guide, 

especially when researching topics specific to particular positions. Taking these actions will 

ensure a successful committee experience for all delegates. 
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