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Greetings and salutations delegates! 

My name is Sophie Flem and I’ll be serving as head chair for this committee. I’m 

incredibly excited to work with all of you as we wrangle with one of our nation’s most pertinent 

current issues. But before we dive into this dizzyingly detailed web of history and issues that lies 

ahead, I’ll tell you a bit about myself. 

I’m currently a junior at Wyoming High School and began my participation in Model UN 

in Mr. Allen’s 6th grade class. Since, I have participated in a myriad of committees both large 

and small, and staffed last year’s Human Rights Committee on the status of international LGBT 

rights. We managed to get through 2 full topics of debate in just one day, and even passed a 

couple of resolutions after many hours of heated discussion and drafting. 

I am quite busy outside of Model UN. I work at the local Dairy Queen (visit any weekend 

night and I will almost certainly be there!) and also get some additional debating and writing in 

our school’s Mock Trial club. When I’m not buried in schoolwork, I can be found reading, 

writing, geeking with my friends, persuading my hair to turn crazy colors with a complex and 

near nonsensical array of dyes, watching bad Netflix movies, and trying to cook something 

decent without burning down my house. I have passions for many subjects, including dogs, 

theoretical physics, fashion, music of many genres, current events and international affairs, 

neuroscience, conspiracy theories, civil rights and activism, Renaissance art, confusing math, 

philosophy, space, and most everything that doesn’t make any sense. I’m a Sagittarius, a 

Slytherin, and an INFP, if any of those things mean anything to you. 

I can’t wait to meet and work with you all! If you have any questions as you prepare for 

this committee, don’t hesitate to email me at sophieflem102@gmail.com, or contact the 

WYOMUN staff at wyomun@gmail.com.  

 

Sophie Flem 

Head Chair 

The Advancement of Latino Rights: the Chicano Movement 
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Welcome!  

I’m super excited to have you all here! This is my first year working as a member of the 

WYOMUN staff and I’m looking forward to the new experience.  

A few things about me: I’ve lived in Wyoming ever since fourth grade, I did varsity cross 

country, swimming, and track from seventh to tenth grade, I’m a math nerd and science 

enthusiast, but most importantly I enjoy and believe in having good discussions about the things 

that matter. This year I’ve landed my first job at Kung Fu Tea, a boba tea kiosk at Kenwood Mall, 

and if you ever want to visit I’m usually there Monday and Friday evenings!  

As we dive into the history and modern topics of debate surrounding the Chicano 

movement I’ll be interested to hear each and every one of your opinions. You all have shown an 

interest in WYOMUN and it’s my job to make your interest worthwhile, and I hope that you 

maintain your interest beyond middle school, through high school, and beyond.  

I hope to have a good time with you all and I think we’re bound to have a good discussion 

on the topic of the Chicano Movement. 

 

Connor Moore 

Assistant Chair 

The Advancement of Latino Rights: the Chicano Movement 
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Introduction 

Where and when did Chicano resistance originate? Some historians point to the first 

struggles of the Aztec peoples against Spanish invaders in the 16th century, while others look to 

the outcry over the recession of Mexico’s borders following the end of the Mexican-American 

War, over 300 years later. But the Chicano movement, in its most modern sense, arose in the 

mid 20th century as the large-scale vocalization of the grievances of Mexican-Americans in a 

country that, less than 100 years prior, had asserted control over their place of residence in a 

fashion reminiscent of the imperial European powers, with their territory absorbing tendencies, 

and whose white population often viewed them as inferior. The delegates of this committee, 

bearing in mind the historical record of discrimination against Mexican-Americans and their 

resulting activism, will work to continue the ongoing fight for equality for both the traditional 

Chicano population and the larger Latino community, whose presences are constantly 

increasing in the modern United States in the face of a resurgence in hatred and bias against 

these groups.  

 

Background 

The Origins of the Movement 

The Chicano Movement, which emerged in the Southwestern United States as the first 

large-scale organization of Mexican-American activism, rose to prominence in the Civil Rights 

Era of the 1960s and 1970s, but actually predated this period, tracing back at least to the 1940s. 

The movement was formed to empower Mexican-Americans and accomplish three primary 

goals: restoration of land, rights for farm workers and education reforms. The ultimate objective 

of the movement, however, was to bring a definitive end to the multitude of inequalities and 

injustices faced by Mexican-Americans in the nation.  

The first stirrings of the movement can be seen in major legal battles for Latino rights 

that unfolded in the 1940s and 1950s. Of utmost importance was the 1947 case Mendez v. 

Westminster Supreme Court. It was significant for multiple reasons: it marked the genesis of 

the Chicano movement, and set a precedent for the ruling in Brown v. Board of Education seven 

years later by finding school segregation a violation of the 14th amendment’s equal protection 

clause. The case grew out of the experiences of nine-year-old Sylvia Mendez, who was forced 

into a separate “Mexican school” where materials were substandard. This early connection 

between the struggles of Mexican Americans and black Americans demonstrated the common 

motion in the Civil Rights Era towards greater equality and justice for people of all races, 

ethnicities, and ancestries. 

The 1954 Hernandez v. Texas case also helped the early movement gain momentum and 

national attention. Again, the Supreme Court affirmed that Mexican-Americans’ fundamental 

rights to equality, protected under the 14th amendment, could not be violated. In this case, 

Hernandez, an agricultural worker, was tried by an all-white grand jury in Texas and found 

guilty of murder. Following their client’s verdict and sentencing to a life in prison, the lawyers 

representing Hernandez took up a larger case: extending legally-ensured racial equality to 
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Americans of Mexican descent as well as white and black Americans. The Supreme Court ruled 

unanimously that the intentional exclusion of Mexican-Americans from serving on a jury was 

unconstitutional.  

 

The Movement’s Organization and Spread 

Following the legal victories of the mid-20th century, Mexican-Americans called for 

further improvements in the status and treatment of their community. The Chicano Movement 

consolidated in the 1960s and 1970s as participants from various sectors of society united 

around the common goals of equality, preservation of their culture, and reforms in their 

respective domains of American society. All elements of the movement came to light at this time 

and Mexican-Americans of all ages and occupations, throughout the nation, worked collectively 

for the greater purposes of both protest and empowerment. 

Three distinguishable branches of the movement grew out of the shared sentiments of 

the community, divided along the aforementioned lines of age and occupation, but still 

inextricably interconnected. Among the primarily adult, agricultural members of the movement, 

a movement for farm workers’ rights was created with a definite, inherent Mexican-American 

scope. Among the younger participants who attended school, a movement for educational 

reforms was born, again, with a highly Mexican-Americanized overtone that set it apart from 

other student protests at the time and wove it into the larger Chicano Movement. Finally, the 

whole movement was underpinned by the great rallying call for land restoration, a goal which 

carried significant ties to the preservation of traditional cultural practices and the reclamation of 

not only the Mexican homeland, known as Aztlán, but also the deeper ancestral identity that 

many believed was under siege. 
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Farm Workers’ Rights 

America’s agricultural economy is heavily powered by people of various ethnic 

backgrounds and often immigrants. This is the case in the modern day, and has been for 

decades. Workers, and especially migrant workers, of America’s farms have long faced 

significant obstacles due to poverty and exploitation. In 1956, farm workers united under the 

National Agricultural Workers Union (NAWU) led by Ernesto Galarza, but failed to make major 

strides in their movement towards total unionization of all American farmers due to differences 

in strategies.  

Under the leadership of Cesar Chavez, a farmer well acquainted with the struggles of 

rural poverty in California, two farmers unions that diverged in both primary ethnicity and 

organization were merged. In 1966, the mainly Mexican National Farm Workers Association 

(NFWA) and the mainly Filipino Agricultural Workers Organizing Committee (AWOC) 

combined to form the United Farm Workers of America (UFW). 

Chavez recruited many highly skilled organizers to assist in coordinating strikes and 

other protests. Young single mother Dolores Huerta and former onion picker Gilbert Padilla, 

who he had formerly known through the Community Service Organization, served as vice 

presidents for NFWA, and remained key advisors in UFW.  

 

 

 

The first major protest of the newly formed UFW took place in spring of 1966 as Chavez led a 

march of workers and their supporters from Delano to Sacramento, walking barefoot along 

highways and accumulating participants as the march carried on. However, it was not this event, 
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but the later grape boycotts and grape picker strikes that gathered the most national and 

international attention.  

In 1965, the UFW began boycotting grapes (and their products like wine and spirits) as a 

part of an initiative  to shift their movement’s aim from its traditional countryside base to cities 

in order to gain momentum and attention. The boycott and subsequent appeals made by Dolores 

Huerta to the Central Labor Council, Meatcutter’s Union, and Seafarer’s Union were massive 

successes for the movement. In 1968, the unions collaborated with the UFW to create a total 

blockade of California grape shipments at the beginning of the season. Their actions were a 

severe blow to the grape growers: in 1968, the grape industry norm of 418 car lots was reduced 

to a record low of 91 due to the interruption in shipments.  

Through the use of such blockades, as well as through consumer boycotts and picket 

lines outside of grocery stores, the movement grew nationally, attracting supporters from both 

within and outside the industry. Three notable outsiders were Jerry and Juanita Brown and 

LeRoy Chatfield, a trio constituted of an academic, his wife, and a former Catholic priest, 

respectively. They collaborated with Chavez, Huerta and other local leaders, and intensified 

boycotts nationwide. At the movement's height, Senator Robert F. Kennedy visited the 

protesting farmers to show his support. 

The boycott’s success in America led growers to export their grapes to Europe, but this 

action only widened the farmer’s unionization efforts and call for their rights to a global scale. 

Led by Elaine Elinson, a British counterpart to the movement developed, acting in tandem with 

the UFW. An adaptable and driven woman like Huerta, Elinson mirrored the boycott across the 

Atlantic, at last forcing growers to concede and come to the negotiating table with unions to 

meet their demands. 

In 1970, five years after its start, the boycott at last ended as growers finally 

acknowledged the UFW as a legitimate union through a series of collective bargaining contracts.  

 

Reform in Education 

Mendez v. Westminster Supreme Court was by no means the end of educational reform 

in the Chicano movement. The 1960s and 1970s were rife with student activism as the Vietnam 

War motivated many young people to protest. However, Mexican-American students emulated 

and expanded upon the models of student activism in order to voice their indignance with the 

specific obstacles placed before students of their 

ethnicity, both informally and institutionally. Student 

groups such as the United Mexican American Students 

(UMAS) and the Mexican American Youth Organization 

(MAYO) in Texas formed independently in colleges 

during the mid-1960s. But it was not until March of 

1969, when Chicano youth from across the nation 

convened at the University of California at Santa 

Barbara to discuss cultural nationalism, education, and 

self-determinism that these separate groups were 

united. Under El Plan de Santa Barbara, UMAS, 
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MAYO, and other various student groups were brought together into el Movimiento Estudiantil 

Chicano de Aztlan (MECHA), or the Chicano Student Movement of Aztlan. From 1969 to 1971, 

MECHA developed rapidly, with centers of activity primarily focused in Southern California, but 

also spreading eastward to Atlantic coast campuses.  

Throughout the nation, members of MECHA utilized multiple protest strategies to raise 

concerns with the struggles of Chicano students, such as high dropout rates, bans on speaking 

Spanish, and a lack of Mexican-American teachers. They also called for an overhaul of history 

courses, which were highly Eurocentric and failed to incorporate the perspectives of 

Mexican-Americans. MECHA chapters most often staged walkouts to communicate their 

grievances to school administrations. 

Above all, the founders of MECHA aimed to create a strong, caring community for 

Chicano students who were often ostracized and discriminated against both by peers and 

instructors. They wished not only to speak out against the injustices faced by students of 

Mexican descent, but also to establish a safe haven for their fellow Chicano students. 

 

Restoration of land  

The American activist Reies Lopez Tijerina was a prominent leader in the Chicano 

movement, specifically in calls for land restoration. He was focused on the repatriation of the 

land acquired in the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. Tijerina desired to reclaim the land that 

belonged to historic Mexico before it was taken by the United States during the 

Mexican-American War. This area includes modern Arizona, California, Western Colorado, 

Nevada, New Mexico, Texas, and Utah. This massive swath of land was called Azlan, and was 

viewed as a sort of ancestral homeland. 
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Tijerina campianged in northern New Mexico, and soon after developing a base of 

hundreds of fellow Mexican-Americans, his movement was picked up by international press. In 

addition to the restoration of Aztlan, he argued against the discrimination of 

Mexican-Americans and specifically pushed for the right to speak Spanish in America and 

preserve Chicano culture. 

 

 

 

Topics of Debate 

In this committee, delegates must tackle the following issues faced by modern Chicanos, a 

community which now embraces Latinos of all nationalities and ethnicities.  

 

A. Discrimination 

All across America, the current president of the United States, Donald Trump, has rallied 

his supporters not only to support his efforts to build a Mexican-American border wall, but also 

to subscribe to his belligerent narrative that Mexicans are, among other things, rapists and 

criminals not suited to live in America. This has in turn revitalized and expanded alt-right-wing 

culture that preaches an alarmingly xenophobic philosophy. Throughout Trump’s primary 

election nomination, general election campaign, and first years in office, the voices of this group 

have only grown louder and louder. But as anti-Latino sentiments rise among a radicalized 

branch of the Republican party, the population of the American Latino population is expected to 

continue outpacing the white births per year across a majority of the United States.  However, 

this phenomenon isn’t uncommon in America’s history: every prior wave of immigration has 

brought about its share of xenophobia and nationalism. Delegates must consider how to solve 

these modern issues of discrimination that now face the Latino community, as the Chicano 

identity has again become highly politicized. 
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B. Immigration and Deportations 

An increasingly popular agenda across traditionally left-wing political spheres is to 

abolish ICE, the Immigration and Customs Enforcement. ICE, according to its official website, 

provides enforcement of “federal laws governing border control, customs, trade and 

immigration to promote homeland security and public safety,” helping to improve our country’s 

national security. But the organization has been at the forefront of national debate due to the 

Trump administration’s controversial “zero-tolerance” policy. This stems from President 

Trump’s belief that Mexican immigrants must be deterred from illegally crossing the border and 

prosecuted for doing so, at all costs, including the separation of children from their families by 

ICE workers. People are questioning the true purpose of ICE. How truly useful is ICE? And is the 

Trump administration’s immigration policy serving the original purpose of the government 

organization? These are the questions for delegates to consider as they research the topic, and 

must be prepared to discuss in this committee. 

 

C. Treatment of Migrant Workers 

Historically, migrant workers from Mexico have been characterized as poor workers, 

primarily farmers, that can be taken advantage of due to their lack of legal citizenship, or subpar 

command of the English language that may be crucial for defending their rights as US workers. 

The lack of labor regulations may be the fault of lobbyists and influential economic powers that 

exploit the cheap labor offered by immigrants to lower their bottom line. This lack of proper 

regulation only raises the incentive for southern farmers to use the immigrants’ disputed status 

as a weapon against them. Delegates should research the causes of exploitation of Latino 

workers, both historically and currently, and formulate their own opinions on how to effectively 

combat the mistreatment of migrant workers. 

 

 

 

The Blocs 

Radical Pro-Chicano 

These delegates are very strong supporters of the Chicano Movement, and will tend to 

focus on the historical goals of land restoration, farm workers rights, and the creation of student 

groups such as MECHA. They emphasize Mexican-American empowerment and are more 

separatist and exclusive than their reform counterparts. Their idealization of Aztlan alienates 

younger Chicano activists who don’t support its creation. Due to gender norms and constraints 

of the time, this bloc is more heavily male. 

 

Reformed Pro-Chicano 

Delegates in this bloc are strong supporters of Chicano goals in their more modern sense. 

They tend to focus on current issues and the improvement of the rights of the larger Latinx 

community within the framework of the modern United States. They lack the heavy 
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Mexican-American influence and the separatist sentiments of their radical counterparts, more 

concerned with empowering Latinxs of all backgrounds, increasing their visibility and 

representation, and putting an end to discrimination. These delegates are also proponents of 

intersectional activism and are more prone to reference issues faced specifically by Latina 

women, the LGBT Latinx community, and other additionally marginalized groups. This bloc is 

more heavily female due to its intersectional emphasis and the modern prominence of Latina 

activists.  

 

Delegates 

Radical Pro-Chicano 

Gustavo Garcia Mexican-American civil rights lawyer, 

represented Peter Hernandez in Hernandez 

v. Texas 

Ernesto Galarza  Leader of the precursor to UFW, the National 

Agricultural Workers’ Union (NAWU), author 

of multiple books covering workers rights and 

Chicano experience 

Dolores Huerta Leader in UFW, key advisor to Cesar Chavez 

and organizer of the grape boycotts/strikes, 

young, single mother, a fierce and effective 

speaker 

Cesar Chavez Founder and leader of UFW, arguably most 

famous and celebrated leader of Chicano 

movement's farmers rights subset 

Gilbert Padilla Another key leader and advisor in UFW, 

former onion picker, known to be highly 

charismatic and dedicated 

Helen Chavez Contributed to UFW’s founding as wife of 

Chavez, often earned their income and 

organized at home while her husband 

traveled to recruit 

Jerry Brown Co-coordinator of grape boycott, came to 

Delano to write dissertation but became 

involved with the movement, Cornell student 

Juanita Brown Wife of Jerry Brown, worked with him to 

persuade Chavez to put more emphasis on the 

boycott in large cities 

Elaine Elinson Single-handedly brought the farm workers 
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rights movement from California to the UK, 

enabling the boycott to expand to the 

international scale 

Rodolfo Gonzalez Known for fiery personality, organized first 

Chicano Youth conference in March 1969, 

boxer and poet 

Alberto Baltazar Urista Heredia (Alurista) Recognized as a principal founder of MECHA, 

Chicano poet and activist 

Reies Lopez Tijerina Prominent Chicano activist, campaigned in 

northern New Mexico for land restoration, 

recognized by international press  

 

Reformed Pro-Chicano 

Leonardo Castaneda Business administration student, opposes 

MECHA, the concept of Aztlan, and perceived 

exclusionism within the Chicano movement 

of non-Mexican-American Latinxs 

Nydia Velazquez The first Puerto-Rican woman elected to the 

U.S. House of Representatives, New York City 

leader, non-Mexican American but still 

considered major figure in modern politics 

with more modern aims, distinguishing her 

from radical bloc 

Diane Guerrero  Actress and activist, young leader of efforts to 

recognize Latinx history and modern 

community, advocated for Latinx History 

Museum on Capitol Hill 

Prisca Dorcas Mojica Rodriguez Founder of Latina Rebels, an online 

community based around Latinx activism, 

and writer of works covering intersectional 

issues faced by women of color 

Julianna Britto Brazilian-American writer, reports on current 

issues facing Latinx community with focus on 

intersectional feminism 

Antonio Villaraigosa 

 

Former mayor of Los Angeles, where he was 

the first Latino mayor in 130 years, but held a 

more post-racial perspective, was quoted 

saying "I am proud of who I am, but I don't 
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wear it on my sleeve." 

Alisa Valdes-Rodriguez Latina American writer of Cuban-Irish 

descent who writes stories describing the 

actual, realistic lives of young Latina women 

in the modern day with less emphasis on 

“traditional” culture often highlighted in 

Latinx fiction 

Pablo Alvarado Considered the modern Cesar Chavez of 

Latinx migrant workers, works to better 

working conditions and wages for migrant 

workers as a Salvadoran immigrant himself 

Sara Martinez Tucker Former AT&T executive, works to expand 

education opportunities for Latinx students 

through Hispanic Scholarship Fund 

Anthony Romero The first Hispanic, as well as the first openly 

gay, executive director of the American Civil 

Liberties Union, or the ACLU, vocal critic of 

discrimination faced by Americans of Latinx 

descent 

Mari Carmen Ramirez Puerto-Rican born evangelist and art curator, 

whose goal is "to let the world know the 

richness and significance of Latin American 

and Latino art of the 20th century." 

Jorge Ramos Modern writer and reporter who anchors for 

the largest Spanish-speaking network in the 

US, Univision, writes extensively about issues 

of immigration and Latinization of American 

culture  

 

 

Further Research 

Although this guide is a great starting point for research, additional investigation is 

necessary for further understanding of the committee and the topics to be discussed. Delegates 

are strongly encouraged to look for sources beyond the background guide, especially when 

researching topics specific to particular positions. Taking these actions will ensure a successful 

committee experience for all delegates. 
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