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WYOMUN V 

Welcome delegates! 

 

My name is Libby Spera and I will be your crisis director for this committee! I know you 

are all eager to begin researching the Second Boer War, but before you begin, here is a little 

information on myself.  

I am a junior here at Wyoming High School and have 

been involved in Model UN since sixth grade. This year, I am 

serving as the Secretary of Programs and Recruitment on our 

Model UN club’s secretariat and as the Under-Secretary General 

of Communication on the WYOMUN Executive Committee. 

This is the third WYOMUN committee that I have been a part 

of, so if you recognize me from China in Chaos or the San 

Francisco Conference, make sure to say hi! WYOMUN is one of 

the highlights of my MUN year and has helped me grow 

incredibly as a delegate, and this experience will help me be the 

best crisis director I can be! 

Outside of Model UN, I am involved in volunteering, 

PCW Youth Group, and I work at a restaurant in Wyoming. This 

past summer, I worked at YMCA Camp Ernst in Kentucky and 

coached at our local summer swim club, both of which were 

amazing experiences!  I am also a competitive swimmer through 

the Cincinnati Marlins and WHS Cowboys. I truly enjoy 

learning about history and human rights and have had the 

opportunity to attend the UN Commission on the Status of 

Women this past March as well as countless political marches. 

The fight for intersectional equality is something that I am 

extremely passionate about.  

Anyways, that’s enough about me! I hope you all are as excited as I am for WYOMUN V, 

and I cannot wait to get to know you all! Meeting new people is definitely one of my favorite 

parts of Model UN, and I love how WYOMUN has allowed me to have friends all over the 

Cincinnati area, so make sure to introduce yourself when we meet!  

Please feel free to contact me at libbys72702@gmail.com if you have any questions or 

concerns, or you can email the staff at wyomunoh@gmail.com!  
 

 

Libby Spera 

Crisis Director 

The Struggle for South Africa: Cape Town, 1899 

 

 

 

 

 

The Struggle for South Africa: Cape Town, 1899  

 

 

1 

mailto:libbys72702@gmail.com
mailto:wyomunoh@gmail.com


WYOMUN V 

 

 

Hello delegates! 

 

My name is Katherine Hays, and I will be one of your chairs for this committee. I am a 

junior at Wyoming High School, and I am very excited to be working at WYOMUN this year! 

Before you get into reading up on our committee, let me tell you a little bit about myself. 

This is my fourth year participating in 

Model United Nations and my second year 

participating in WYOMUN. Last year I was a 

chair on the San Francisco Committee, and I 

loved it so much I had to do it again this year! 

WYOMUN is for sure the best part of the 

MUN year for me, and I’ve been looking 

forward to it so much this past year. 

Outside of Model UN, I am a member 

of my church’s youth group and  the WHS 

marching and concert band. I also love to 

volunteer around the community with our 

schools’ Project LEAD and with my church. 

Since I was four,  I have danced at The 

Cincinnati Dance and Movement Center. My 

other passions lie in travelling and 

experiencing things. I have found that participating in MUN has been great at exposing me to 

new things and allowing me to learn so much about history and the world around me. 

I cannot wait to participate in WYOMUN V and experience it with all of you! I am very 

excited to meet you all and get to know you! If you have any questions, comments, or concerns, 

feel free to email me (krhays97@gmail.com) or contact our staff (wyomunoh@gmail.com). 

 

Can’t wait to see you all soon! 

Katherine Hays 

Committee Chair 
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Introduction 

The year is 1899, and the Second Boer War has recently broken out between England 

and the people of South Africa. Despite existing as two independent republics, the Transvaal and 

the Orange Free State have been unified in their efforts to maintain freedom for their people. As 

members of the British war cabinet, it is up to the delegates to use their personal and collective 

strengths to gain control of both a geopolitically and economically valuable region for the 

Crown.  

 

Colonization and the Effects 

Imperialism was seen all over Africa and 

extended to the most southern tip. As colonization 

continued and time passed, over 15,000 Voortrekkers, or 

people of Dutch descent, completed the ‘Great Trek’, 

which consisted of moving out of the British Cape 

Colony, crossing the Orange River, and moving into the 

interior of South Africa. This trek was viewed as a 

Voortrekkers rejection of British humanitarian efforts 

towards equality of races and the lack of available 

political opportunities. Overall, the impetus behind this 

‘Great Trek’ was a search of land for the establishment of 

a Voortrekker homeland. In addition to the political 

ramifications of this trek, the resulting effects of the 

increasing colonial control over African land would have 

implications for decades. The Great Trek caused huge 

upheaval that would last many years to come,  including 

conflicts with native peoples and competition for control 

over valuable land.  

As the Voortrekkers settled across South Africa, 

two independent republics formed known as the Transvaal and the Orange Free State. The 

citizens of these republics were known as ‘Boers’, which translates to “farmer” in both the Dutch 

and Afrikaans language. This name is fitting, as the Boer people created a society based around 

agriculture due to their habitat in  a pre-capitalist economy that only experienced minimally 

effective state administrations. The formation of these nations did not come freely. As the Boers 

crossed South Africa, they invaded and conquered lands to which African societies had laid 

claim for centuries. These actions necessitated a strong military, which was promoted by quick 

learning of intense techniques and brutal warfare strategies, proving  critical in later conflicts.  

Tensions emerged between the Boer people and the British when the British Colonial 

Secretary, Lord Carnarvon, proposed a confederation of South African states in 1875, prompted 

by the discovery of diamonds in 1867 near the Orange and Vaal Rivers. This confederation was 

proposed in an effort to create a more stable political and economic field, making it more easily 

brought under British supremacy. Although the British were in control of the Cape Colony, the 

remaining Boer states existed independently. The creation of this confederation would also 
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mean that the British, who felt threatened by the 

German interest in southern Africa, would have 

more security in their holds on the African 

continent because of the addition of  land to their 

growing empire. Immediately, the Boer people 

rejected this proposal as it would mean the end of 

their sovereignty.  

 

First Boer War 

Initially, the Transvaal Boers used a policy 

of passive resistance against this proposition. 

However, when the British government continued 

to uphold the annexation, they quickly turned to armed resistance.  The Boer armed resistance 

was seen by the use of ‘commando’ systems, modeled after the early defense system at the Cape. 

Each district was divided into wards, with the burghers, or citizens of the Transvaal, electing 

officers to take control of the entire district. These soldiers were generally not in uniform and 

used rifles they had been training with their entire life to fight. This ‘commando’ system was 

based on a “loose swarm intent on outflanking the opponents” (Boer Wars, Pretorius). Because 

of the self-reliance and initiative that the ‘commando’ system prompted, the Boers were 

considered somewhat successful, at least militarily, in their efforts against the British.  

However, there were many problems within the Transvaal 

government that undermined this success. T.F. Burgers, 

the president of the Transvaal Republic during this time, 

was struggling with serious financial trouble. These 

troubles stemmed from a lack of sufficient tax payers in 

the North Transvaal because of the chaos that came when 

war broke out in that area. The arrival of Sir Theophilus 

Shepstone, the former British Secretary for Native Affairs 

in the Natal, served to demoralize the Boers as they 

became aware of the bankruptcy facing them and the lack 

of control their government possessed over the African 

states surrounding them. The lack of political authority 

that Burgers held allowed the British to annex the 

Transvaal through political negotiations on April 12, 1877. 

This meant that the Transvaal Republic, or 

Zuid-Afrikaansche Republiek (ZAR) did not exist 

anymore, and it was replaced with the Transvaal Colony. 

 Almost immediately prior to the annexation, the First 

Boer War began as Boer resistance formed in two main areas. The Boer commandos laid siege to 

the British garrison in attempt to starve them into submission and retake the land. Meanwhile, 

another main Boer force led by Commandant-General Piet Joubert worked to prevent the 

British relief force from entering the Transvaal from Natal, another republic of the area. The 
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British continued to incur heavy losses as they were defeated at Bronkhorspruit, Natal, and 

Ingogo within the same year. In an effort to open the road to Transvaal, British General Colley 

occupied Majuba Hill during the night of February 26th, 1881. 

He believed this occupation would place him in a position to 

turn the tide against the Boers. However, this backfired as the 

Boers stormed the mountain and reached a brilliant victory, 

achieving a 46% casualty rate against the British. The 

continuation of Boer success in battles against the British 

combined with the effectiveness of sieges against forts allowed 

the Boer armies to achieve victory.  

Soon after the conflict, the Pretoria Convention of 

August 3rd, 1881 did not reinstate the full independence of the 

Transvaal, but instead kept the state under British suzerainty. 

This meant that Britain retained all control of the foreign 

affairs of the Transvaal and of its internal legislation. These 

terms were not accepted by the Transvaal Boers. Much to the 

satisfaction of the Boers, however, the terms of the London 

Convention included the full internal independence of the 

Transvaal. In addition, the Transvaal was given a new Western border and adopted the name of 

the South African Republic (SAR). Although suzerainty was not mentioned at this convention, 

the SAR still had to obtain permission from the British government for any international treaty. 

Because of the shared Boer identity of the two republics, the Orange Free State was the sole 

exception to this declaration.  This was seen as a way for the British to continue to interfere in 

Transvaal affairs, and such tensions only increased over time.  

 

Nationalism and Unrest 

Because of the volatile nature of the colonization of 

Africa, Britain constantly worked to maintain control 

over South Africa and protect areas under their control 

from France and Germany. However, with the 

discovery of gold on the Witwatersrand in 1886, 

Britain’s political and economic security was 

threatened. This discovery of gold alerted empires 

around the world of the newfound importance of 

South Africa, as they became the single biggest gold 

producer in the war. This meant great growth for the 

independent Boer governments and increasing 

prominence in international finances. The discovery of 

gold created an influx of foreign prospectors, named 

uitlanders by the Boers, into the Transvaal in order to 

fully utilize this natural resource. The surge of 

uitlanders spurred tensions between the two groups as 
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Boer republics passed laws in order to make uitlanders second class citizens, which limited 

voting rights. These laws were passed in an attempt  to consolidate political power in the hands 

of the Boers, who viewed the uitlanders as invaders.  

The increase of international attention to the Transvaal threatened the stability of the 

political power of the Boers in Cape Colony as those in power felt the need to secure their seats 

for the long term. Because of this, the Prime Minister of the Cape Colony, Cecil Rhodes, plotted 

to gain land by overthrowing President Kruger of the Transvaal colony in 1896. This conflict 

resulted from a difference in backgrounds. Kruger was a supporter of Boer independence, while 

British Rhodes had made his fortune mining diamonds and supported the British plan to unite 

South Africa under British rule. Because of this, the two leaders were in direct conflict with each 

other. The Jameson Raid, led by Rhodes in an effort to take over the Transvaal government and 

turn it into a British colony, began in December of 1895 and was a complete failure. This plot 

acted as a catalyst for the growing nationalist sentiment all over South Africa, mirroring actions 

taken in 1877 before the First Boer War, only increasing the unrest spurred by the influx of 

uitlanders after the discovery of gold. The people of the Transvaal felt that they were being 

increasingly threatened, and uitlanders were treated with even more suspicion.  

The rise of nationalism led to the Orange Free State creating an alliance with the 

Transvaal. The creation of this alliance led the British colonial secretary, Sir Joseph 

Chamberlain, and the British high commissioner in South Africa, Sir Alfred Milner, to believe 

that the Transvaal was pushing for a united South Africa under the Afrikaaners. This 

assumption was mistaken, however, as President Kruger was 

simply interested in preserving the sovereignty of the 

Transvaal. 

 In an effort to protect British supremacy and facilitate the 

development of the gold mining industry in the 

Witwatersrand, Milner pressed that war would be the only 

option left if the Transvaal did not reform. The British 

continued to have influence in the politics of the South 

Africans as Milner fought for the rights of uitlanders by 

insisting that foreign mine workers get the right to vote. This 

demand, if approved, would transition the state policy to a 

more pro-British structure than the current policies of the 

SAR.  Kruger and the Transvaal government did not agree, 

and a complete political impasse was reached.  

This political stalemate continued at the Bloemfontein 

Conference, hosted by Marthinus Steyn of the Orange Free 

State in 1899. Although Kruger made concessions to Britain 

regarding legislative actions, Milner deemed them insufficient. The lack of progress at this 

conference led Milner to request the British government to send additional troops to reinforce 

the British garrison in South Africa. This rapid buildup of troops alarmed the Boers, and more 

concessions were offered by Kruger but were once again shot down by Milner.  
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Second Boer War 

Realizing that war was inevitable,  the Transvaal government issued an ultimatum 

demanding that “all disputes between the two states be settled by arbitration; that British troops 

on the borders be withdrawn; and that troops bound for South Africa by ship should not 

disembark” (Boer Wars, Pretorius).  This ultimatum was seen as a final attempt to resolve the 

Boer/uitlanders conflict, and declared that a state of war would exist between the two powers if 

the British did not remove their troops from the border.  However, on  October 11, 1899, this 

attempt failed as the British rejected the Transvaal ultimatum and the Second Boer War broke 

out.  

 

Current Situation 

The outbreak of war in South Africa has prompted the 

creation of an emergency war council for the British 

government to rely on for all matters related to control of the 

Transvaal. All delegates at this council have assembled in 

Cape Town in order to have access to troops and information 

regarding the state of the war. Because of the capricious 

nature of conflicts of this scale, delegates are encouraged to 

act quickly through passing personal and committee 

directives in order to combat long term goals and short term 

crises. In addition to passing directives related to immediate 

actions in South Africa, delegates should be prepared for 

updates regarding battles and diplomatic attempts as well as 

orders from the prime minister in London.  

 

Questions to Consider 

● What immediate military actions need to be taken to 

defeat the independent Boer states? 

● How should the British and Boer governments work 

together to create a diplomatic resolution with compromise for all parties? 

● How should the British government work to gain international support for the war 

effort? 

● What actions will be taken to sway the British people in support of the war? 

● What is the best way to ensure that each member of the British War Cabinet works for 

the good of Britain as a nation, as opposed to their personal interests? 

 

Positions 

Person Background Information 

Alfred Milner Alfred Milner was first introduced to public 
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service in Egypt, but has recently been 

appointed the highly-sought after post of 

High Commissioner for Southern Africa and 

Governor of Cape Colony. He is one of the 

most famous men in British politics at this 

point, and his appointment to this position 

has gained him much respect as well as many 

enemies. Those that oppose him say that he 

was not qualified for this position and will 

take any opportunity to undermine his power. 

However, he is more than confident in his 

competence and hopes that he will improve 

his relationship with the prime minister will 

allow more success.  

Lord Kitchener As senior British Army officer and colonial 

administrator, Lord Kitchener has seen his 

fair share of battlefields and war cabinets. He 

has recently been appointed chief of staff to 

Lord Roberts, something that has been the 

cause of tension between the two. In addition, 

Lord Kitchener has been overheard stating 

ideas of harsh retaliation against the Boer 

people that cause worries of humanitarians in 

the British government. Although is is more 

than qualified for this position, some are 

worried that he may go overboard.  

Lord Roberts Lord Roberts is a seasoned British military 

commander who has lead troops through 

many challenging battles and come out 

victorious. This has rightfully led to an 

inflation of his confidence, causing critics to 

consider him cocky and young recruits to 

consider him a legend. In entering the Second 

Boer War, Lord Roberts does not seem 

overwhelmed at the risk or new territory but 

excited to become victorious once again. In 

order to do this, Roberts has been doing 

extensive research and dedicating much time 

to working with battle strategist Arthur 

Borden.  
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Emily Hobhouse As the British welfare campaigner, Emily 

Hobhouse is extremely passionate about the 

fight for equal rights around the war. 

Recently, she has been invited to become 

secretary of the women’s branch of the South 

African Conciliation Committee. She has been 

very excited to receive this position because of 

the new experiences it will allow to gain and 

the knowledge that will come from them. 

Hobhouse is apprehensive about the 

prejudice against women that she will be 

forced to face in this new role, but is willing to 

take it on.  

Winston Churchill** Winston Churchill’s role as a war 

correspondent for the British government has 

been a very valued one, especially in recent 

years. Throughout his time in this position, 

Churchill has displayed great bravery and 

thoughtfulness, considering the danger he 

continues to put himself in near the 

battlefield. Leaders of government continue 

to be impressed by Churchill and hope that 

his positive momentum does not lose steam.  

Sam Hughes Leading up to the Second Boer War, senior 

militia officer Sam Hughes tried to raise his 

own brigade of soldiers. Unfortunately, these 

efforts were unsuccessful and Hughes has 

been forced to examine other leadership 

options in the British military. His role, at 

this point, has leadership aspects but does not 

have the same amount of power associated 

with it as Hughes desires. Because of this, 

Hughes has been described as jealous and 

suspicious.  

Mahatma Gandhi** Gandhi, well known on the Indian peninsula, 

has recently decided to take on more public 

service roles around the world, starting first 

in South Africa. He has just arrived in Cape 

Town with over 1000 Indian volunteer 

medics and is eager to start volunteering in 
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the field. He is also looking to work closely 

with Dr. Theodore Brown, although they have 

yet to meet.  

Markus Janssen* Boer native Markus Janssen fought with Boer 

forces during the first Boer war in 1881, 

however, after serving initially, Janssen has 

had a growing list of complaints about the 

Boer government and military system. The 

chaos and lack of control of Burgers was the 

straw that broke the camel’s back for Janssen, 

and he deserted soon after. His role as a 

deserter is extremely valued by the British 

government, and recently there has been talk 

of sending him as a spy for the British 

government.  

Andrew Carson* As the financial advisor to the prime minister, 

Andrew Carson’s main responsibility lies in 

ensuring that the decisions made by the 

council are financially stable. He is close 

friends with Neville Davies, but is known for 

seeming closed off to the public. Going into 

this conflict, Carson is concerned that the 

British economy has not yet recovered from 

the countless battles Britain has fought 

internationally and worries that they are 

being stretched thin. However, this view is 

notorious for being hard to support because 

of the value placed by the current prime 

minister on reasserting control.  

Arthur Borden* As the chief battle strategist for the British 

Army, Arthur Borden has had many 

experiences on and off the battlefield. He has 

recently come back to the war cabinet after 

being wounded in the line of battle during the 

preliminary fighting, before war was 

outwardly declared. Although he is still 

working through medical complications and 

orders from his doctor to lay low, Borden is 

eager to get back to work, especially with 

Lord Roberts, and allow the troops the best 
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chance at victory they can get.  

Edward Simon Edward Simon is known for being a hard-line 

international diplomat that has been 

extremely successful in past diplomatic 

endeavors. However, he is extremely 

frustrated that his efforts to gain control of 

the Boer land without military involvement 

have failed. Some say that he seems reluctant 

to have a part in the wartime discussion 

because of this personal failure. Regardless, 

Simon has been praised his diligent attitude 

and the way he continues to work on even the 

toughest problems.  

Dr. Theodore Brown*  Theodore Brown is a practiced medical 

professional who is a master in his field. 

Seeing as he has served in wars himself, he is 

no stranger to the hardships of war. He 

studied to be a doctor at the Royal College of 

Surgeons and is prepared to advise the 

cabinet on any issues that may regard a 

medical emergency. Theodore is soft spoken 

but has new and innovative ideas in regard to 

medicine that need to be heard. 

Nathaniel Jones* As the Secretary of War, Nathaniel Jones has 

had an extremely busy schedule over the past 

years due to the volatile state of the British 

empire. Close friends say that Nathaniel 

Jones seems “exhausted” of war and he is 

desperate to win this conflict quickly. Beyond 

his desperation for a break, Jones is a 

seasoned British government official and has 

the highest trust of the prime minister, and is 

famous for his charisma and friendliness to 

all.  

George Thomas*  George Thomas is a very experienced fighter 

and is the head of ground forces in this war 

cabinet. He fought in the First Boer War and 

was recognized for his great service by being 

appointed into this cabinet. He also fought 
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alongside Winston Churchill in the Mahdist 

War. He is no nonsense and here to make 

sure that the war is won for the British.  

Walter Taylor*  Walter Taylor, newly appointed head of sea 

forces, is anxious to begin strategizing to 

bring naval forces into this battle. He is very 

knowledgeable on all things to do with ocean 

warfare and is ready to bring the Boer War 

onto the sea. He is very headstrong and eager 

to put his plans into action. Considering there 

have been very few naval battles in the past 

conflicts in South Africa, Taylor is passionate 

about gaining more war time on the sea.  

Timothy Williams*  Timothy Williams is the head of secret 

services during the Boer War. He is a strong 

British nationalist who holds the best 

interests of his country at heart. As a close 

advisor to the Prime Minister, his opinion 

carries a lot of weight with his fellow 

Englishmen. Williams is known for his 

boisterous personality and his dedication to 

his country and Prime Minister. However, 

many people question if his outgoing 

personality is simply a guise for hidden 

secrets and tend to be suspicious around him.  

Oliver Wilson* As a well known local administrator, Oliver 

Wilson has had many experiences coping with 

the Boer people and the other African tribes 

of the region. Because of this, Wilson is 

valuable to the council because of his 

background knowledge relating to the 

government styles of the Boer people. Wilson 

is notorious for his harsh tactics in 

communication and has been criticized for 

being overly brutal in handling opposition 

from the locals.  

Neville Davies* Neville Davies, a relatively new addition to 

the British government, has worked tirelessly 

as a news reporter to gain enough renowned 
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to be appointed Press Secretary for the Prime 

Minister. Davies is known for being intense 

and dedicated to his work alone; his hard 

working attitude is what allowed him to climb 

to the top. Davies is fully committed to the 

British government and will not hesitate to do 

anything to get the story he knows the people 

deserve.  

Warner Evans* Warner Evans, the military engineer, is 

known for being one of the brightest minds of 

his time. After traveling to the United States 

of America to study at the Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology, Evans has had access 

to state of the art facilities and had the 

opportunity to work with colleagues from all 

over the globe. However, critics believe that 

Evans has let this go to his head and he is 

often considered cocky or overconfident. 

Although critics badmouth him constantly, no 

one can deny the Evans’ talent in military 

engineering is outstanding.  

Ernest Smith* Although Ernest Smith’s position as a 

munition specialist is one of the utmost 

importance, he tends to feel overshadowed by 

those with bigger names. He has made it his 

goal to establish himself as a valued member 

of the war council. Whether that mean 

creating new forms of munition through a 

partnership with Evans or going behind the 

scenes to gain more attention, Smith is 

passionate about his role and will do anything 

to gain more power. 

 

*  Due to the lack of detailed records providing names of people involved in the Second Boer 

War, this character has been created for the purposes of this committee. Regardless, the position 

affiliated with the name has real significance in the outcome of this war.  

 

** Although these people are most well known for other parts of their life, both were legitimately 

involved in the Second Boer War and important parts of their history were established during 

this conflict.  
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Further Research 

Although this guide is a great starting point for research, additional investigation is 

necessary for further understanding of the committee and the topics to be discussed. Delegates 

are strongly encouraged to look for sources beyond the background guide, especially when 

researching topics specific to particular positions. Taking these actions will ensure a successful 

committee experience for all delegates. 
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