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Dear Delegates, 

Words cannot fully express my enthusiasm to chair 

this Human Rights Council on the Status of LGBT+ Rights for 

all of you, and that is not an exaggeration. While it is a 

serious topic, we can still have fun debating and coming up 

with creative solutions to global problems! Whether this is 

your first Model UN conference or your twentieth (if it is your 

twentieth I am seriously impressed), I think we can all learn 

some things and have a great time on November 4th. 

So you know a bit about me before November 4th, I 

am a senior at Wyoming High School and have been doing 

Model UN since eighth grade. I have been more involved 

these past two years. Aside from Model UN, I run cross country, co-captain our color 

guard, and am a member of our French Club. 

I am incredibly excited for WYOMUN IV and to meet you all. From being at the 

brainstorming sessions for committee ideas to talking over the topics of debate with 

other committees, I have full confidence that this conference will be successful. We 

have continued making changes from the feedback received from WYOMUN III. I hope 

you all love it, and I am thrilled to see you on November 4th! 

Sincerely,  

Olivia Hedges 

Committee Chair 

United Nations Human Rights Council on the Status of LGBT+ Rights 
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Dear Delegates, 

I welcome you to WYOMUN IV 

and to this committee on the state of 

LGBT+ rights! My name is Arlyn Hester 

and I am very happy to be working as 

your crisis director and look forward to 

hear your thoughts and creative ideas, 

and see how you work towards solving 

the issues presented in this committee. The staff here are very excited to be hosting our 

fourth WYOMUN conference and can’t wait until November 4th when we get to meet all 

of you.  

To tell you a bit about myself, I am a senior here at Wyoming High School. I have 

been participating in Model UN since sixth grade, but this is my second year on the staff 

of the WYOMUN conference. Outside of Model UN, I am a part of the marching band 

(specifically the Color Guard, those people with the flags), an avid member of our 

French Club, and in my spare time I also enjoy reading and making art.  

After much hard work and preparation we hope you will enjoy this committee and 

that will gain a good experience, no matter if you are a hardcore or more relaxed 

participant. I know you will have a great time at WYOMUN IV and look forward to 

meeting all of you in November! 

 

Sincerely,  

Arlyn Hester 

Committee Chair 

United Nations Human Rights Council on the Status of LGBT+ Rights 
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Background 

The LGBT+ community includes but is not limited to lesbian, gay, 

bisexual, transsexual, pansexual, asexual, genderqueer, and questioning. 

Over the past several decades, as global communication has been vastly 

expanded through the internet, both strides for and against the LGBT+ 

community have been made. Currently, there is an increase in developed 

countries that have legalised gay marriage, and there is a slow increase in 

the legislation to help transsexual individuals. However, the communication 

has also led to both legislative and community backlash in developed and 

developing countries alike. That raises the question of the role of the United 

Nations and its member states in handling this persecution. 

In 1943, the United Nations General Assembly adopted the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights, stating that, “All human beings are born free 

and equal in dignity and rights”. Since 1990, almost forty countries have 

legalised same-sex relations and even more have banned discrimination 

against LGBT people. Even with progress being made, in 2011, the United 

Nations Human Rights Council expressed “grave concern at acts of 

violence & discrimination based on sexual orientation or gender identity” in 

a report released by the UN Office for the High Commissioner for Human 

Rights (OHCHR). In an UN radio broadcast in 2011, the chief of the 

OHCHR’s global issue section, Charles Radcliffe, stated that “all UN 

Member States have an obligation under international human rights law to 

decriminalize homosexuality,” adding that it was important to persuade 

rather than lecture States to change their laws. Thus, the UN adopted the 

first direct resolution on the issue of LGBT rights, published the first UN 
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report on the topic, and held the first formal inter-governmental debate of 

the Human Rights Council. 

In 2013, the United Nations launched the “Free and Equal” campaign 

to raise awareness and respect for the LGBT community, as at that time, 

over two thirds of countries had consensual, same-sex conduct as a 

criminal offence. Thirty three out of the fifty four nations in Africa have 

same-sex attraction or behavior listed as a criminal effect. The higher 

percentage in Africa is due to the legacy of colonialism, and some African 

political leaders attempt to frame homosexuality as alien to the culture. At 

the campaign unveiling, the High Commissioner for Human Rights Navi 

Pillay stated, “The Universal Declaration of Human Rights promises a world 

in which everyone is born free and equal in dignity and rights – no 

exceptions, no one left behind. Yet it’s still a hollow promise for many 

millions of LGBT people forced to confront hatred, intolerance, violence and 

discrimination on a daily basis.”  

A year prior to the “Free 

and Equal” launch, the OHCRH 

had released a guide to LGBT 

rights titled “Born Free and 

Equal”. It was produced for the 

eighty five states who signed a 

statement expressing concern at 

human rights violations of the 

LGBT people in 2011 that passed the first UN Human Right’s Council 
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resolution to specifically address the issue. The guide outlined the state's’ 

core legal responsibilities.  1

While progress has been made, with fifteen countries having 

legalised gay marriage since 2013 and several having decriminalized it, the 

world’s opinion is constantly fluctuating, especially in developing countries 

like Uganda, South Sudan, Burundi, Liberia, and Nigeria which have all 

recently made efforts to further criminalize homosexuality. In this 

specialized agency, delegates will be focusing and discussing the various 

problems faced by the LGBT+ community.Specifically, the focus is on the 

ongoing persecution of gay men in the Chechen Republic, a federal subject 

of Russia, the crisis of the high number of homeless transgender 

individuals, and the criminalization of homosexuals globally.  

 

 

Chechnya 
In the last week of February 2017, under authority from high-level 

government officials, law enforcement officials in Chechnya began 

rounding up presumably gay individuals and taking them to secret prisons. 

There, they were tortured with the intent of extracting information on others. 

Witness reports say that prisoners were held in cells, had their heads 

dunked into ice water, beaten, not given food, and were subjected to torture 

by electrical current. While it is not uncommon in Chechnya for gay men to 

1  The guide can be found by clicking the third link under the Additional Resources for Delegates 
in this document 
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suffer physical abuse and blackmail due to their sexuality, nothing has 

been conducted on such an extreme scale. 

When questioned about attacks, Chechen leader Ramzan Kadyrov 

replied, “We don’t have those kinds of people here. We don’t have any 

gays”. This claim is resonant of a greater issue of the widespread 

homophobia and conservatism in Chechnya and Russia. Many of the gay 

men that have been interviewed state that they were convinced they were 

the only gay men in the country, which shows the extent to which 

homosexuality is a taboo subject. 

 Some of the men rounded up the the government were returned to 

their families, which only put them in more danger. Honor killings, often 

carried out by relatives against those who tarnish the family reputation, are 

ignored or even encouraged by local officials. This cruel practice adds to 

the list of threats facing LGBT individuals in Chechnya. 

Fortunately, some people were able to escape before being 

imprisoned with the help of the Russian LGBT Network. However, these 

individuals still live in danger and fear; specifically, they must live very 

carefully in the shelters provided by the network in Moscow. While they are 

taken care of there, they also must take extra precautions to ensure their 

safety. Those from the Network who are working to help the escapees are 

in contact with embassies from many western countries, including the U.S. 

and several from the EU, and are one of their main sources of support. It 

was believed that it would be a simple job to get visas, but despite the 

danger of the situation they wished to escape, many people were denied 

help. The men of Muslim faith, or those who are HIV positive (which is a 
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large number) are especially unlikely to gain any form of help from foreign 

governments.  

 

Homelessness among transgender individuals 
One in every five transgender people in the US has experienced 

homelessness at one point in their life, making it one of the more significant 

problems faced by the community. Though it is primarily discussed in 

developed countries, the problem is worldwide. The more developed 

countries merely have the resources to study it and are generally more 

accepting to transgender individuals. There are outliers like Iran, who 

subsidize gender confirmation surgery for transgender people. However, 

they still face a multitude of other legal or social discriminations on a daily 

basis.  

The housing discrimination is often a result of serious bias or 

discrimination against them coming from family members or employers, 

causing them to lose their homes or jobs. Other times, and this is especially 

true for trans youth, who are leaving home to escape an intolerant or 

dangerous environment. Even when turning to homeless shelters, it is very 

common for transgender individuals to report harassment, discrimination, 

and even assault from such places, especially those that are 

gender-segregated and force them to be housed based on their birth sex 

and not their true gender identity. While LGBTQ+ friendly shelters do exist, 

they are not widespread enough to reach the entire community.  

Should transgender individuals be able to obtain the means for an 

apartment, many landlords turn them away. A case brought to the country’s 
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court is often futile and expensive. Drawing attention to the discrimination 

can lead to violence against them, thus it is easier to say nothing. This 

leads to yet more homeless transgender individuals, stuck in a system that 

does not help them. 

Homelessness also puts transgender individuals at a greater 

disadvantage when it comes to being able to access hormone therapy or 

any kind of gender confirmation surgery. These procedures are important 

when it comes to cutting down on gender dysphoria and while they may not 

be desired by all, they can allow transgender people to “pass” more easily 

as whatever gender they identify with, and therefore be at lesser risk for 

dysphoria and targeted by discrimination. These services are often difficult 

to achieve for a well-off trans person, but homelessness can be used as a 

reason for not allowing them to go through with the needed procedures. 

Due to this, trans people who have not yet had the opportunity of having 

any kind of gender confirmation treatment, or those who choose not to go 

through such things, face a greater chance of being forced into a gendered 

space (at a homeless shelter or anywhere else, for that matter) that aligns 

with their birth sex.  

With higher levels of dysphoria, transgender individuals are more 

likely to suffer from depression, anxiety, or suicidal tendencies. They are 

also more highly prone to PTSD from past traumas, and to alcohol and 

drug abuse. These things, coupled with discrimination on the part of 

employers, often leave individuals at a lesser likelihood of gaining future 

employment. For transgender people of color, the struggle of getting a job, 

getting access to hormone therapy or surgery, and the risk of assault due 

9 



WYOMUN IV The State of LGBT+ Rights
 

to discrimination, is added on top of the racial bias they face every day, 

putting them under even greater stress and making their lives more difficult 

than those of homeless white transgender individuals.  

 

Criminalized homosexuality 
In 1798, homosexuality 

was illegal in one hundred and 

seventy six countries globally. 

Since then, countries have 

decriminalized and recriminalized 

it at different periods. In recent 

years, the general trend has 

been the decriminalisation, with 

some countries even allowing 

civil unions or marriages, but there is still work to be done.  

In 2011, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner 

declared that “all UN Member States have an obligation under international 

human rights law to decriminalize homosexuality.” Despite this, as of 2016, 

seventy four countries still have homosexuality listed as a criminal act, with 

ten of those seventy-four having an ultimate punishment of the death 

penalty in at least one region, if not nationally. These countries include 

Yemen, Iran, Nigeria, Saudi Arabia, and Somalia. Having the death penalty 

for consensual, same-sex conduct, is described as an “affront to human 

rights,” by the UN.  
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Even in countries without specific laws against homosexuality, some 

governments, for example Egypt, use charges of “debauchery” to “crack 

down” on the LGBT+ community, sometimes with jail time up to seventeen 

years. While progress is being made, anti-gay sentiments are on the rise in 

many countries in Africa and in theocratic countries or countries strongly 

tied to religion. The anti-gay sentiments are actually leading to an increase 

in proposed legislation to restrict the rights of the LGBT+ community. 

 

Topics of Debate 
How to best move towards ending the persecution of gay men in 

Chechnya.  

The situation that delegates must work with is difficult. The Chechen 

government continues to deny their actions that began in February when 

Chechen law enforcement started rounding up citizens suspected of 

homosexuality and holding them in prisons where they endured physical 

abuse and interrogation. Delegates will have to work around the 

uncooperative government and anticipate their response to any outside 

interference. Delegates will also have to deal with the deeply ingrained 

homophobic tradition in Russia and must watch for the reaction of the 

citizens to outside interference. 

How to lower the amount of homeless transgender people in 

worldwide.  

Homelessness is a significant problem faced by transgender 

individuals worldwide, particularly in the US with one in five having 

experienced homelessness at some point in their lives. This is largely due 
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to discrimination from either family members, leading to a large amount of 

trans youth being kicked out of their homes, or running away to escape a 

dangerous environment. Delegates should look for attainable solutions, 

moving towards improving the quality of life and decreasing prejudice 

towards transgender individuals, while managing the potential backlash of 

other member states toward interference on such an issue. 

What can be done to address the large amount of countries where 

homosexuality is still a criminal offence. 

Though there have been many countries which have taken great 

steps to further LGBT+ rights, there are still 74 countries in which same-sex 

relationships are illegal. In those places, being gay or bisexual is something 

punished by imprisonment and sometimes death. LGBT+ people from 

across the world often flee to other countries to escape this oppressive 

system and the violence and prejudice that it causes. Delegates should 

think about what steps can be taken towards making legislation less hostile 

to LGBT+ people. 

 

Further Reading 
Although this guide is a great starting point for research, additional 

investigation is necessary for further understanding of the committee and 

the topics to be discussed. Below are a few sources to help delegates 

begin this process, additionally, check the bibliography. That being said, 

delegates are strongly encouraged to look for sources beyond those listed 

here, especially when researching topics specific to particular positions. 
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Taking these actions will ensure a successful committee experience for all 

delegates. 

 
https://www.unfe.org/un-leaders-sport-stars-activists-join-forces-equality/ 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Discrimination/Pages/LGBTUNResolutions.aspx  

http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/BornFreeAndEqualLowRes.pdf  
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