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WYOMUN IV The Iranian Hostage Crisis 

Dear Delegates, 

 

Hello! My name is Anya Kirsch, and I am so excited to be 

serving as your crisis director for Americans in Peril: the Iranian 

Hostage Crisis for WYOMUN IV. The staff of this committee and I 

have been working hard to ensure that the conference runs 

smoothly, and that you have the best experience possible. I hope 

that you enjoy this committee and are able to learn more about 

the history of the Iranian Hostage Crisis and US-Iranian relations.  

I am currently a junior at Wyoming High School. This year 

will mark my second year participating in WYOMUN. Outside of 

Model UN, which I have been a part of since 6th grade, I enjoy 

many other activities. I play tennis year round, and during the fall I play on my school’s team. I 

also play saxophone in my school’s concert and jazz bands, as well as the Cincinnati Youth 

Wind Ensemble. Currently I volunteer at my local library, and through other organizations 

around Cincinnati. If you have any questions regarding this committee or how it will be run, 

please don’t hesitate to email me at anyakirsch1@gmail.com. Again, I would like to reiterate 

how excited I am to meet all of you and to be serving as your crisis director in this committee! 

 
Anya Kirsch 

Crisis Director 

Americans in Peril: the Iranian Hostage Crisis 
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Hello Delegates! 

 

 My name is Lexi Motsinger and I am happy to be serving as a 

co-chair for Americans in Peril: the Iranian Hostage Crisis for 

WYOMUN IV. I hope this committee will prove to be a fun and 

interesting way to learn about what the Iranian Hostage Crisis 

was, and the relationship between the U.S. and Iran at this 

time. 

       I am currently a sophomore at Wyoming High School. This 

will by first year on a committee so I am excited and hoping to learn some new things too. Some 

other activities that I participate in are volleyball, ultimate frisbee, and marching band. I love 

volunteering in my community and have helped out at Pets In Need and Valley Interfaith Food 

and Clothing Center. Once again I am super excited to be a chair of this committee and to have 

a chance to help out!  

 

Lexi Motsinger 

Committee Chair 

Americans in Peril: the Iranian Hostage Crisis 
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Dear Delegates, 

 

Hello! My name is Sophie Williams and I am a junior at 

Wyoming High School. This year, I am thrilled to co-chair 

Americans in Peril: the Iranian Hostage Crisis. I hope you enjoy 

researching and debating the Iranian Hostage Crisis as much as I 

have enjoyed learning about the topic. 

This will be my second year chairing for WYOMUN, and I 

have been involved in Wyoming’s Model UN club since middle 

school. Besides Model UN, I volunteer through Project Lead and 

play tennis for the school’s team during the fall. I love being active and I enjoy snow skiing, 

water sports, and hiking in addition to tennis. During breaks in my hectic schedule, I like to read 

and learn computer programming. 

As the date approaches, I get more and more excited to meet everyone this November. 

The day will be full of lots of fun and debating. Good luck to everyone in your preparations and I 

will see you then!  

 

Sophie Williams 

Committee Chair 

Americans in Peril: the Iranian Hostage Crisis 
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Hey delegates! 

My name is Lydia Smith, and I am a Freshman at 

WHS. This is my first time working on a WYOMUN 

committee, and I am looking forward to co-chairing 

Americans in Peril: the Iranian Hostage Crisis, as I watched 

Argo once and now think I’m an expert. I am excited to learn 

about and share this fascinating topic with the rest of you, 

and am eager to test the waters that is high school Model 

UN before attending SSUNS in Montreal, Canada this 

November.  

I have participated in OMUN for the past three years, 

representing the countries of Pakistan, Paraguay, and 

Kenya, and have really enjoyed the experience. Aside from 

Model UN, I play lacrosse, piano, do some clubs here and there, and am an avid cinephile. I like 

watching, reviewing, and collecting movies, as well as learning about film. In school, history is 

my favorite subject, because it gives me more of an understanding about the world. I especially 

enjoy learning about recent history, which is why the hostage crisis interests me so much. I think 

we’re going to have a blast in this conference, and I know that we have a great team of smart 

and productive people to make it a reality! 

 

Lydia Smith 

Committee Chair 

Americans in Peril: the Iranian Hostage Crisis 
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Dear Delegates, 

 

Hello! My Name is Griffin Knapp, and I am a freshman at 

Wyoming High School. This is my first year doing WYOMUN, but I was 

involved in Model UN in middle school. This year I am serving as one 

of your crisis directors. I enjoy learning about the countries in the 

middle east and the history of terrorism. I also have an interest in 

Eastern European and South-Western Asian societies during the late 

1970s and early 1980s. 

As well as participating in Model UN, I am part of the yearbook 

club, I play tennis year round, and in the spring I play for the school’s team. I also play flute in 

marching band, and piano outside of school. I am also on the committee for Relay for Life, and I 

volunteer at a non-profit called Freeset USA that helps to bring women in Kolkata, India out of 

the sex trade.  

I look forward to seeing everyone on November 4th! 

 

Griffin Knapp 

Crisis Director 

Americans in Peril: the Iranian Hostage Crisis 
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The Situation 
The date is November 4th, 1979. Mere hours ago, President Jimmy Carter received 

word from Canadian Embassy officials in Tehran that the U.S. Embassy had been taken 

hostage by Iranian students. Witnesses described how the students, members of an 

organization known as the Muslim Student 

Followers, easily broke through the gates and 

scaled the walls of the American Embassy. It 

is reasonable to believe from broadcasts and 

available statements that Ayatollah Khomeini, 

the current leader of Iran, supports the 

takeover, as he called the Embassy an 

“American spy den” in Tehran. 

Various reports have stated that 90 

hostages were taken, 66 of which are 

Americans. Additionally, confidential reports 

indicate that another 6 Americans have escaped the Embassy. The news of the hostage crisis is 

spreading rapidly to the American public, propagated by the media harassing government 

officials and families of hostages for details. Americans all across the country are in outrage, 

both shocked at the incompetence of the American government and the unexpected turn of 

events in Iran. President Carter has called into session an emergency meeting of his most 

trusted diplomats, advisors, and officials in order to speedily resolve the conflict in Iran and 

reclaim the trust of the American public. The lives of 72 Americans rests in the hands of this 

council.  

 

Mossadegh and Iranian Oil 
The storming of the U.S. Embassy and the capturing of American hostages was not a 

simple act of protest by university students, but instead the result of countless years of tension 

and hatred between the two nations. For decades, Iran viewed the U.S. as another foreign 

nation infringing in their affairs and meddling in their economy. One of the earliest sources of 

tension between Iran and the U.S. began over Iranian oil. British and American corporations had 

controlled Iran’s oil reserves almost since their discovery, profiting from the valuable resource. 
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In 1951, Mohammed Mossadegh was elected prime minister of Iran. Soon after his inauguration 

he audited official documents to limit the control of the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company, a British 

corporation, over Iranian petroleum reserves. After the refusal of the AIOC to cooperate with the 

changes, the Iranian parliament voted to nationalize the oil industry and expel foreign corporate 

representatives from the country, including many American and British citizens.  

 

The Coup d’Etat of 1953 
Not wanting to lose a considerable source of income and a valuable resource, the CIA 

and the British Intelligence Service collaborated on a plan to overthrow the national hero 

Mossadegh, and transfer power to the figurehead Shah who would be pliable to British and 

American influences. This plan, code named Operation Ajax, or Operation Boot, and popularly 

referred to as the Coup of 1953, was successful in deposing Mossadegh. A new government 

was then created in 1953 under the leader Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi, who was more 

easily influenced by U.S. and British diplomats.  

 

 

Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi 
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Aftermath of the Coup of 1953 
The new government established after the coup shifted the balance of power from the 

prime minister to the monarch, Mohammad Reza Shah. This new Shah, openly supported by 

the US, relied heavily on American diplomats to cling to power in an unstable Iran. The CIA 

hired mobsters and protesters to stage pro-Shah riots, hoping to discreetly win the support of 

the Iranian population. Hundreds of supporters of Mossadegh were killed or imprisoned due to 

the conflict, and Mossadegh himself was convicted of treason and sentenced to house arrest for 

the remainder of his life. Iranians began to distrust the motives of the US, which they now 

viewed as a capitalist nation intent on exploiting Iran and meddling in its affairs. Additionally, the 

new Shah struggled with his reputation of being a foreign imposed leader, often leading to 

distrust and dislike from Iranians.  

 

Government Under Mohammad Reza Shah 
The new Shah’s government was secular, anti-communist, and pro-western: perfectly 

tailored to American desires. Iran soon became a close cold war ally to the U.S. in the Middle 

East. Mohammad Reza Shah was granted millions in foreign aid in exchange for returning 80% 

of Iran’s oil industry to British and American investors. Mohammed Mossadegh’s past dreams of 

nationalizing the oil industry now seemed hopeless. The Shah also spent millions on American 

weapons while the Iranian economy slowly crumbled. However, Mohammad Reza Shah proved 

to be a brutal dictator with the SAVAK, a secret police, under his control that he used to torture 

and murder thousands. Even though Americans viewed the 1953 Coup as a success, Iranians 

grew to bitterly resent American influence in their own affairs, and the majority of the population 

distrusted their new shah. 

In 1963 the Shah launched a movement called the “White Revolution”. This government 

program included land reform, infrastructure development, the granting of voting rights to 

women, and the reduction of illiteracy. While these programs left a positive impact on many in 

Iran, Islamic leaders became critical of what they viewed as the Westernization of their country. 

One Shiite cleric, Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, was particularly outspoken in his criticism of the 

reforms. He went so far as to call for the overthrow of the Shah and the establishment of a new 

Islamic state. In 1964, Khomeini was exiled by the Shah and fled across the border to Iraq, 

where he continued to reach his supporters through radio messages.  
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Mohammad Reza Shah viewed himself as a proud Persian King, and in 1971 held an 

extravagant celebration of the 2,500th anniversary of the Persian Monarchy. In the mid 1970’s, 

he replaced the official Islamic calendar of Iran with a Persian counterpart, further enraging 

Islamic fundamentalists. Religious discontent swelled among Iranians, and the Shah responded 

by using his secret police to suppress dissenters.  

 

 

Dissenters protesting the rule of Mohammad Reza Shah 

 

Iranian Revolution 
Many of the Shah’s reforms and actions had negative consequences he had not 

anticipated. His promotion of Persian culture alienated students, intellectuals, and Islamists. 

Additionally, discontent spread 

among poor and middle class 

Iranians, who believed that the 

economic changes brought 

about by the White Revolution 

only benefited elites. During the 

mid to late 1970’s, many 

Iranians turned to the exiled 

Ayatollah Khomeini for 

guidance. Even in exile 

Khomeini was publicly 
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outspoken in his opposition to the pro-Western regime of the Shah, and strongly urged his 

supporters to overthrow the Shah. By the late 1970’s the Shah and his American influencers 

had become deeply unpopular, and riots, strikes, and mass demonstrations broke out across 

the country. This resulted in the Shah’s fragile government crumbling in January of 1979, forcing 

him and his family to flee into exile. In February a national referendum was held, and the 

returned Khomeini won in a landslide victory.  
 

The Exiled Shah 
After the Shah’s government crumbled, he was forced to flee the country, finding himself 

no longer safe in his homeland. The Shah found temporary refuge in Egypt, Morocco, the 

Bahamas, and Mexico . On the 22nd of October 1979, he was granted entrance to the U.S. by 

President Jimmy Carter, on the basis of seeking treatment for lymphoma. Carter argued that his 

decision to support the Shah was humanitarian, not political, as the Shah would receive the best 

cancer treatment in the US. On the other hand, other U.S. diplomats described his decision as 

“throwing a burning branch into a bucket of kerosene.” This risky action by Carter ended up 

being the final straw to the already strained relations between the U.S. and Iran. Upon the 

Shah’s admittance to the US, Iranian people revolted against this display of American 

intervention in Iranian affairs. Many Iranians interpreted this as American cooperation in the 

alleged crimes committed by the Shah against his people. Other Iranians saw this as an excuse 

by the United States to return the exiled Shah to power.  

 

Iran Under Khomeini 
After winning the national referendum in a landslide victory, Khomeini was appointed 

Iran’s political and religious leader for life. He soon declared the formation of an Islamist republic 

in Iran, and instituted changes across the country. Islamic law and practices were mandated 

across the nation. A combination of Khomeini’s strong denunciation of American influence and 

the actions taken by U.S. diplomats over the last decades inspired militant islamic students to 

storm the U.S. Embassy, resulting in the current hostage crisis. For Iranians, storming the 

American Embassy was the first step in evading future American influence.  
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Ayatollah Khomeini returning to Iran after spending 14 years in exile 

 

Iranian Demands 
In order for the safe return of the hostages, the Iranian students are demanding three 

conditions. First, the United States must extradite the Shah to Iran to stand trial for the crimes 

he allegedly committed while in power. It is very likely that this trial will result in a death 

sentence. Second, the U.S. must admit and apologize for their intervention in Iranian affairs, 

especially the coup d’etat of 1953. While the US’s involvement in the coup was never proven it 

was always highly suspected. Formally admitting to overthrowing the democratically elected 

Mossadegh could alter other nations opinions of the United States for the worse. This could 

prove to be incredibly risky, especially during the already tense period of the Cold War. Thirdly, 

the U.S. must legally promise not to interfere in Iranian affairs in the future. It should be noted 

that agreeing to these three demands could prove to be hazardous, especially considering the 

time period and delicate circumstances surrounding the Cold War. It should also be noted that 

fulfilling these conditions may give the U.S. leverage in negotiating the return of the hostages, 

however it does not automatically signal the release of the hostages.  

 

The Six Escaped Hostages  
During the panic of the Embassy seizure six Americans managed to slip away unnoticed. 

Lee Schatz, the agricultural attaché, managed to take refuge in the Swedish Embassy. Robert 

Anders, the head of the consular section, along with two consular attachés, Joe Stafford and 
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Mark Lijek, and their wives, also managed to escape. The five of them reached Anders’ 

apartment unharmed. Recognizing that Anders’ apartment provides only temporary safety, the 

five escapees sheltered there desperately need to relocate to a safer location.  

Their one hope lies in the Canadian ambassador to Iran, Ken Taylor, who first heard 

about the Embassy’s takeover from his swedish colleague, whose building overlooked the 

American Embassy. The safest location for the American escapees to stay at is the Canadian 

Chancery, which is located in downtown Tehran. While this is the safest option it is also the 

most dangerous to reach, as it is located a considerable distance from their current location. 

Another possible safe house for the American escapees is the private residence of John 

Sheardown. Sheardown is the Canadian Chief Immigration Officer in Iran, under the direction of 

Ken Taylor. While his residence is considerably closer to the current location of the escapees, it 

does not offer nearly as much security as the Canadian Chancery. Even though both of these 

options carry risks, it is important that the Americans relocate from Anders’ apartment as swiftly 

as possible in order to avoid capture. Delegates should also recognize that neither the 

Canadian Chancery or Sheardown’s residence provide permanent shelter, and an escape plan 

must eventually be crafted for the escapees to return safely to the US.  

 

US and Iranian Media 
As mentioned earlier, anger and distrust is beginning to grow in the U.S. public over the 

hostage crisis. A substantial amount of the population is criticizing the government for its 

longtime involvement in Iran, and its role in instigating the seizure of the U.S. Embassy. The 

media is an aspect of American society and culture that holds considerable influence over the 

population, and should not be overlooked. If it is carefully controlled, the media can be used to 

build patriotism and support among citizens, which could prove beneficial during this difficult 

time. On the other hand, delegates should be wary of the propagation of fake news by the 

media and the uncanny ability of reporters to sway the opinions of the American public. If left 

uncontrolled, the media could only worsen the situation by inciting distrust and protests among 

the population.  

Iranian media on the other hand is strongly anti-American. Major television and radio 

broadcasters, as well as newspapers and magazines, are far reaching in the Iranian population. 

The major domestic radio and television service in Iran is the Islamic Republic of Iran 

Broadcasting Corporation, or IRIB. A clause in the constitution implemented after Khomeini’s 
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takeover of Iran mandated that all broadcasting must be exclusively government operated. This 

allows for the censorship of media in Iran, and more importantly, the spreading of government 

propaganda and anti American sentiments. The attitudes of Iranians toward Americans are 

already hostile, and with local media worsening the hostility, Americans in Iran are in 

considerable danger.  

 

The Next Step 
It is the responsibility of the Carter administration and of utmost importance that the 

delegates called upon by President Carter are successful in returning the American hostages 

and escapees swifty and safely to the U.S.. As a world superpower, the United States has an 

array of economic, diplomatic, and militaristic tactics to address the hostage crisis. Diplomatic 

relations between the two countries are tense, however this does not rule out diplomacy as an 

option. The U.S. also has its share of allies, many of which have embassies in Tehran. 

Diplomats from countries such as Canada, Switzerland, the United Kingdom, and Sweden 

should be open to communicating with Iranian officials and contacting hostages on behalf of the 

United States should Iranian-U.S. relations get to tense. Some of these countries, especially 

Canada, may also prove instrumental in sheltering and evacuating the six American escapees. 

Militaristic maneuvers can be considered to rescue the hostages, however the risk of such an 

aggressive maneuver could have catastrophic effects if a failure occurs, meaning the 

implications should be deeply considered before action is taken. The events unfolding in Iran 

should be of your primary concern, however it is also wise to keep in mind the response of the 

American public to the hostage crisis and the role of both national and foreign media in covering 

it.  
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Questions to Consider 
Delegates should consider these questions during their research and when formulating 

ideas for solutions. 
1. Should diplomacy, aggression, economic sanctions, or other means be used when 

attempting to free the 66 American hostages? 

2. Should the U.S. concede to the Iranian demands? What could be the implications of 

this? 

3. What would be the consequences of further U.S. involvement or actions in Iran? How 

would this alter U.S. relations with Iran and other nations? 

4. What can be done to ensure that both national and international media does not 

exaggerate or worsen the crisis? 

 

Further Reading 
1. https://www.gq.com/story/iran-hostage-crisis-tehran-embassy-oral-history 

2. http://origins.osu.edu/article/frenemies-iran-and-america-1900/page/0/1 
 

Delegate Positions  
President Jimmy Carter will be represented by the chair of this committee, and Vice 

President Walter Mondale will be represented by the assistant chair of this committee.  

 

Secretary of State - Cyrus Vance 
Before his appointment to Secretary of State, Vance earned a law degree from Yale, and 

served in the Navy until 1946. In His position as Secretary of State he acts as a foreign relations 

advisor to the President, and can conduct diplomatic relations with other nations. His foreign 

policy emphasizes diplomacy over aggression or military actions. His pro arms reduction and 

conflict resolution stances often bring him into conflict with Brzezinski.  

 

National Security Advisor - Zbigniew Brzezinski 
A polish diplomat and political scientist, Brzezinski originally served as a counselor to 

Lyndon B Johnson. Under the Carter administration he was appointed to National Security 

15 

http://origins.osu.edu/article/frenemies-iran-and-america-1900/page/0/1
https://www.gq.com/story/iran-hostage-crisis-tehran-embassy-oral-history


WYOMUN IV The Iranian Hostage Crisis 

Advisor. With this role he is responsible for providing Carter with day to day advice and 

guidance on foreign policy decisions. His relationship with Cyrus Vance and the Department of 

State is tense, the conflict stemming from his belief in the use of aggression over diplomacy.  

 
 
 

Secretary of Defense - Harold Brown 
As Secretary of Defense, Brown’s power over the U.S.military is second only to the 

President. He also serves as the principal defense policy advisor to the President. A strong 

advocate of détente, Brown has often come into conflict with Zbigniew Brzezinski. Under the 

current circumstances, Brown believes that a rescue mission is President Carter’s best chance 

of freeing the American hostages.  
 

Advisor to President Carter - Stuart E. Eizenstat 
After earning a law degree from Harvard, Eizenstat was appointed by Carter to the role 

of his Chief Domestic Policy Advisor. In this position, Eizenstat advises Carter on internal affairs, 

especially economic and security matters. In this role, Eizenstat sees the benefit in imposing 

economic sanctions on Iran. Eizenstat also serves as the Executive Director of the White House 

Domestic Policy Staff.  

 

U.S. Ambassador to the UN - Donald McHenry 
McHenry’s primary role is to represent U.S. interests in the United Nations. He is 

responsible for advocating and executing U.S. foreign policy in the General Assembly, Security 

Council and other UN organizations. In this position as a U.S. representative he has 

considerable influence over the administration and operation of the UN itself. He believes that 

diplomacy should be attempted when dealing with the Iranians.  

 

U.S. Ambassador to Iran - William H. Sullivan 
Since his appointment as U.S. ambassador to Iran in 1977, Sullivan has served as the 

chief American diplomat in Iran, and the primary messenger between President Carter and the 

Shah. He is crucial in communication between the two governments. Unlike most other 

diplomats, he feels that America should retract its support of the Shah and instead support 
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Khomeini in order to ensure the safety of the hostages. This unique viewpoint separates him 

from other members of the committee, however his years of experience and knowledge of the 

Iranian government make his opinion valued and justifiable.  

 
 
 

U.S. Ambassador to Canada - Kenneth M. Curtis 
Previously acting as the Secretary of State as well as the governor of Maine, 

Ambassador Curtis has plentiful experience with diplomatic matters. A steadfast democrat, 

Curtis even served a term as the chairman of the DNC. During the current crisis Curtis will be 

primarily involved in securing the safety and extraction of the six escaped hostages. As the 

communication link between Canada, a willing ally, and the US, Curtis’ actions will be crucial to 

the safety of the six escaped hostages.  

 

U.S. Ambassador to Sweden - Rodney O’Gliasain Kennedy-Minot 
As a distinguished American diplomat, Democratic Party activist, and history professor at 

Stanford University, Minot offers a unique viewpoint on the current hostage crisis. After 

supporting Carter in his presidential campaign, Minot was appointed as the U.S. ambassador to 

Sweden. Assistance and aid from an outside country will be necessary in order to shelter and 

evacuate the six escaped hostages from Iran. As Sweden is a faithful U.S. ally with an Embassy 

in Tehran, it is up to Minot to effectively communicate with the Swedish government in order to 

ensure the safety of American citizens.  

 

Speaker of the House - Tip O’Neill 
Prior to his appointment as Speaker of the House, Tip O’Neill served as a congressman 

for Massachusetts for 34 years. An outspoken liberal, he never got along well with Carter 

especially following the President’s decision to reduce government borrowing. As Speaker of 

the House his powers include introducing and advancing legislation. He holds significant 

influence over democrats, including powerful representatives and senators. Like many other 

politicians, he believes that Carter should attempt to work out the crisis in in a diplomatic 

manner.  
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Chairman of the U.S. Senate Committee on Foreign Relations - Frank 

Church 
Prior to his appointment as Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Relations, Church 

served as a senator from Idaho. An outspoken democrat, Church can use his influence as a 

chairman to encourage members of congress, especially those in his own party, to approve 

legislation regarding the hostage crisis. As the chairman for the Committee on Foreign 

Relations, Church is a key figure in the formulation of American foreign policy and is respected 

by President Carter. Similar to O’Neill, Church stresses a diplomatic approach when dealing 

with the Iranians.  

  

Director of the Central Intelligence Agency - Stansfield Turner 
After attending Amherst College and the U.S. Naval Academy, Turner went on to serve 

in the U.S. Navy and later as the commander of the NATO flank in southern Italy. As the director 

of the CIA, his powers include directing operatives, conducting missions, interpreting gathered 

intelligence, and advising administration on foreign policy. He believes that the U.S. should 

increase intelligence activity in Iran.  
 

CIA Technical Operations Officer - Tony Mendez 
Mendez was employed by the CIA from a young age, and now works as a technical 

services specialist. In this role he strategizes and oversees clandestine and covert CIA 

operations. He is an expert at forging documents, creating disguises, and conducting 

“exfiltration” missions. His specialty in covert operations makes him invaluable in planning the 

removal of the six escaped hostages.  

 

Director of Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) - Eugene F. Tighe 
As director of the DIA, Tighe is the nation’s highest ranking military intelligence officer, 

and serves as the primary intelligence advisor to the President and the chairman of the JCS. 

The DIA itself is focused on providing military based security intelligence. In the DIA, Tighe is in 

charge of overseeing the collection, processing, and analysis of foreign military and defense 

information. Additionally, Tighe chairs a military intelligence board that coordinates activities of 
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the defense intelligence community. He supports increased intelligence activity in Iran in order 

to resolve the hostage crisis.  

 

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) - David Jones 
Jones began his military career by serving in the U.S. Air Force. He then steadily 

climbed through the ranks to be appointed in 1974 as Chairman of the JCS, a body comprised 

of the highest ranking officers in each military branch. In this role he serves as a military advisor 

to President Carter and the Secretary of Defense, holding considerable influence in military 

decisions at the highest levels. Jones believes that Carter should pursue a diplomatic course of 

action.  

 

Secretary of the Army - Clifford Alexander Jr. 
After serving as a foreign affairs officer on the NSC under Kennedy, Alexander caught 

the attention of Carter, who subsequently appointed him to Secretary of the Army. In this 

position, he presents army policies, plans and programs to the Secretary of Defense and other 

Executive and Legislative branch officials. He is also responsible for communicating army plans 

and programs to the American public. As Secretary of the Army, Alexander holds statutory 

responsibility over all matters relating to the United States Army, such as manpower, personnel, 

reserve affairs, installations, weapon systems and communications. Alexander strongly believes 

that diplomatic negotiations with the Iranians will fail, and that the government should instead 

turn to aggression.  

 

Army Chief of Staff - Edward Meyer 
As the highest ranking officer in the U.S. Army, Meyer is a member of the Joint Chiefs of 

Staff. Before his appointment to this position, Meyer graduated from the U.S. Military Academy 

and served in the Korean War. As the Army COS, Meyer’s responsibilities include ensuring the 

army’s combat readiness, carrying out executive directives in the U.S. Army, and serving as a 

senior advisor to the President and Secretary of the Army. Unlike his superior, Alexander, Meyer 

believes that Carter should attempt a diplomatic course of action before turning to aggression.  

 
 

U.S. Army General - James B. Vaught 
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Vaught is an experienced and capable veteran, having fought in World War two, the 

Korean War, and the Vietnam War. Aside from his service in the Army, he also has experience 

commanding and serving in U.S. special force operations. For these reasons, Carter hopes that 

he will provide an interesting perspective to the debate, especially when deciding how to free 

the hostages. Vaught is known for being a strategic mastermind, and strongly pushes for 

military action over diplomacy.  

 

Chief of Naval Operations - Admiral Thomas B Hayward 
As the Chief of Naval Operations, Admiral Hayward is responsible for formulating U.S. 

maritime strategy. His military career began after his graduation from the U.S. naval academy in 

1947. He then served in both World War two and the Korean War. During his years of 

leadership in the navy, Admiral Hayward was involved in soviet negotiations and worked to 

strengthen the U.S. Navy. His primary role in this committee is as a military advisor, and he 

strongly supports the use of force and aggression against Iranians.  

 

Chief of Staff of the Air Force - Lew Allen Jr. 
In his role of Chief of Staff of the Air Force Allen is responsible for the administration, 

training and equipping of active duty, Guard, Reserve, and civilian forces in the Air Force. Allen 

began his military career in 1946 after his graduation from West Point Prep. Currently Allen is 

also a member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, which gives him influence over the military decisions 

of the President, National Security Council, and Secretary of Defense. Allen believes that Carter 

should first attempt aggression in order to free the hostages.  

 

Chief of the National Guard Bureau - Lieutenant General La Vern E. 

Weber 
In his position as Chief of the National Guard Bureau, Weber is in charge of more than 

500,000 members of Army and Air national guard. His military career began with his service in 

the Marine Corps during World War two. Later, he also served in the Korean War. He is also the 

chief advisor to the Chiefs of Staff of the Army and Air Force, a position that gives him immense 

influence. 

Special Note 
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Despite the fact that WYOMUN IV will take place in 2017, please realize that this 

committee occurs during the year of 1979. You can certainly use the events that occurred in 

reality following the hostage crisis as inspiration for the actions which you propose during the 

committee, but please do not feel that you have to replicate what was done in actuality. In fact, 

creativity is encouraged. The only part of history that is set in stone is the past, which runs until 

November 1979 in the case of this committee. 

 

Works Cited 
“Ayatollah Khomeini (1900-1989).” BBC, BBC, 

www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/khomeini_ayatollah.shtml. 

“Ayatollah Khomeini Returns to Iran.” History.com, A&E Television Networks, 

www.history.com/this-day-in-history/ayatollah-khomeini-returns-to-iran. 

“Canadian Caper.” Wikipedia, Wikimedia Foundation, 30 Aug. 2017, 

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canadian_Caper. 

Chun, Susan. “6 Things You Didn't Know about the Iran Hostage Crisis.” CNN, Cable News 

Network, 16 July 2015, 

www.cnn.com/2014/10/27/world/ac-six-things-you-didnt-know-about-the-iran-hostage-cri

sis/index.html. 

Ebadi, Shirin. “Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi.” UMichigan Personal, Universiry of Michigan, 

www-personal.umich.edu/~rraham/mohammad_reza_shah.html. 

“General Lew Allen Jr.” U.S. Air Force, U.S. Air Force, Sept. 2001, 

www.af.mil/About-Us/Biographies/Display/Article/107824/general-lew-allen-jr/. 

Government of Canada, Foreign Affairs Trade and Development Canada, Deputy Minister of 

Foreign Affairs, Communications, E-Communications Communications Products and 

Services. “Ken Taylor and the Canadian Caper.” Global Affairs Canada, Government of 

Canada, 10 July 2013, 

international.gc.ca/history-histoire/people-gens/ken_taylor.aspx?lang=eng. 

Hayes, Katie. “The Iranian Revolution Of 1979.” NPR, NPR, 18 June 2009, 

www.npr.org/sections/pictureshow/2009/06/the_iranian_revolution_of_1979.html. 

“Hayward, Thomas B. .”U.S.Naval Institute,U.S.Naval Institute, 

www.usni.org/heritage/hayward-thomas-b-1924. 

21 



WYOMUN IV The Iranian Hostage Crisis 

“Iran Hostage Crisis Fast Facts.” CNN, Cable News Network, 29 Oct. 2016, 

www.cnn.com/2013/09/15/world/meast/iran-hostage-crisis-fast-facts/index.html. 

“Iran Hostage Crisis.” History.com, A&E Television Networks, 2010, 

www.history.com/topics/iran-hostage-crisis. 

“Iran Hostage Crisis.” Wikipedia, Wikimedia Foundation, 7 Sept. 2017, 

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iran_hostage_crisis. 

“Jimmy Carter and the Iranian Hostage Crisis.” White House History, The White House 

Historical Association, 

www.whitehousehistory.org/teacher-resources/jimmy-carter-and-the-iranian-hostage-cris

is. 

“Media of Iran.” Wikipedia, Wikimedia Foundation, 4 Sept. 2017, 

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Media_of_Iran. 

“National Iranian Radio & Television.” Wikipedia, Wikimedia Foundation, 6 Aug. 2017, 

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Iranian_Radio_%26_Television. 

“Presidency of Jimmy Carter.” Wikipedia, Wikimedia Foundation, 8 Sept. 2017, 

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Presidency_of_Jimmy_Carter. 

“Rescue of the ‘Canadian Six’ -- A Classic Case of Deception.” Central Intelligence Agency, 

Central Intelligence Agency, 21 Nov. 2012, 

www.cia.gov/about-cia/cia-museum/experience-the-collection/text-version/stories/rescue

-of-the-canadian-six-a-classic-case-of-deception.html. 

“Shah Flees Iran.” History.com, A&E Television Networks, 

www.history.com/this-day-in-history/shah-flees-iran. 

“US-Iran Relations: A Brief Guide.” BBC News, BBC, 24 Nov. 2014, 

www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-24316661. 

Wilson, Peggy. “Iran Hostage Crisis .”U.S.History, United States History, 2012, 

www.u-s-history.com/pages/h2021.html. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

22 



WYOMUN IV The Iranian Hostage Crisis 

 

 

 

23 


