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WYOMUN V 

Hello Delegates! 

My name is Glory Lee, and I am excited to be your chair for 

this committee. This is my third year doing Model UN and my second 

year chairing WYOMUN. I truly believe that WYOMUN was the most 

helpful way to understand Model UN and become a better delegate. I 

cannot wait to see how much more I will be learning this year 

through WYOMUN. 

I was born in South Korea and lived most of my life there. To 

pursue our dreams in the future, my family thought English would be 

a very important asset for my sister and I to have. So, we went over to 

the Philippines when I was in 6th grade and lived there for a year. 

Within a year, not only did we learn English, our horizons were widened. We moved to America 

when I was 8th grade. Having lived on both sides of the world, I am very open minded, and I 

love unpredictable adventures. 

Other than Model UN, I dedicate my time to my art projects and developing my 

portfolio. I would like to be a fashion/costume designer in the future. A lot of my inspirations 

come from my experiences from living in three different countries and being exposed to 

different cultures. A lot of my other extracurricular activities involve art as well because I believe 

that the best way to help my community and serve people is by using my talent. Since 11th grade, 

I have been volunteering at Maple Knoll Village through a program called, “Open Mind through 

Art (OMA)”. By helping the residents with dementia create abstract art, I learned how art was an 

excellent means of communication.  

Additionally, I help with costumes for our theater department. This is one of the 

activities I do with passion. I help gather, repair, design, and make costumes, and Wyoming 

High School has offered me the best opportunity of learning what it feels like to be a costume 

designer and to be part of the theater. It was an amazing experience to communicate with our 

awesome director and wonderful student actors and actresses. To enhance my sewing and 

designing skills, I was an  intern at Costume Castle this summer. I look forward to all the coming 

productions our high school will produce, and I hope some of you can come and enjoy our 

shows! 

Once again, I am very excited to chair for this committee and look forward to meeting all 

the delegates. I hope this turns out to be a great experience for all of us! For an questions, please 

email me at glorylee074@gmail.com or our WYOMUN staff at wyomunoh@gmail.com. Thank 

you very much! 

 

Glory Lee 

Committee Chair 

League of Nations: Beyond the Dark Age of Imperialism 
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Hello delegates! 

My name is Victory Lee, and I am in eleventh grade at 

Wyoming High School. I will be your chair for this committee 

together with Glory Lee, my sister. We were born and raised in 

South Korea, and it has been about three years since our family 

moved to the United States. I have been doing Model United 

Nations since I moved, which makes it my third year participating 

in this club activity. I was a co-chair for a joint crisis committee on 

the Kennedy vs. Nixon last year. It was a great experience for me to 

see the students of my age search for a break in political manners. 

Because I enjoyed being a co-chair, I also wanted to try the position 

as a chair to get more involved in directing the discussion. I hope to 

be a good chair whom you all feel comfortable approaching with 

your problems. 

Aside from Model United Nations, I am in the girls’ golf team for our school. I have been 

playing golf for about three years and have won or placed in several out-of-school tournaments. 

I am recovering from an injury, but I am also looking forward for a great season starting this 

August.  

My biggest passion is in learning languages. Korean is my first language, and English is 

my second language. I speak both of these languages fluently. Now, I am learning Spanish. I love 

being able to understand different people in their mother tongue. I believe that language is one 

of the most important aspects of one’s culture, which is why I believe understanding language is 

key to understanding a person in depth. I have studied Spanish quite hard over the summer and 

will be taking AP Spanish Language and AP Spanish Literature to learn Spanish not only in the 

level of grammar and vocabulary but also literary works and cultural aspects.  

Taking my interest in language further into the field of voluntary work, I started a blog in 

which I can help Korean people who are trying to learn English. I help anyone who ask for help 

writing in English or translating a Korean text into English. I sometimes also help them with 

English pronunciation and intonation for speech contests through Skype. It feels very good to be 

able to assist people who need help.  

I am very excited to meet all of you and hope that you all have a great experience with 

our fifth WYOMUN conference. Please don’t hesitate to contact me at victorylee074@gmail.com 

or our WYOMUN staff at wyomunoh@gmail.com if you have any questions or concerns about 

the topic or procedures. Thank you! 

 

Victory Lee 

Committee Chair 

League of Nations: Beyond the Dark Age of Imperialism 
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WYOMUN V 

Introduction 

The first topic of the committee will be to reach an  agreement on fair territorial 

settlements in the aftermath of World War I. Delegates must look for the balance between the 

territorial ambitions of their country and the protection of national sovereignty and integrity of 

the European and non-European nations. This discussion will be focused on whether the Treaty 

of Versailles and other punitive measures taken against Germany and other Axis powers were 

just and reasonable. The territorial disputes under question are the German losses of land 

(Alsace-Lorraine, Ruhr Valley, etc.) and the subsequent distribution of German territories in 

Africa and the Pacific to Britain, France, and Japan as mandates. 

The second topic of the debate will be the search for enforceable measures to prevent 

future wars. Delegates must consider effective measures to discourage the use or threat of 

military forces to protect international security while also guaranteeing national security for 

their own citizens. 

Throughout the committee, all delegates will be representing their respective nations and 

will try to achieve restoration of peace in a diplomatic manner. 

 

Background 

The League of Nations 

The League of Nations was an 

intergovernmental organization founded on 

January 10, 1920, as a result of the Paris 

Peace Conference which ended World War I. 

The formation of the group was suggested as a 

way to solve disputes diplomatically between 

countries before they erupted into open 

warfare. A precursor to the United Nations, 

this historic committee achieved some 

victories but had a mixed record of success. 

The League of Nations originated in the 

Fourteen Points speech of President Woodrow Wilson as part of a presentation given in January 

1918. This speech outlined of his ideas for peace after the carnage of WWI. However, the United 

States Congress did not ratify the Treaty of Versailles and refused to take part in the League of 

Nations, believing that both the treaty and the League would undercut U.S. autonomy in 

international matters. 

World War One 

World War I was one of the major turning points in the history of the world. Also known 

as the Great War or the “war to end all wars”, it was an international conflict that embroiled 

most of the nations in Europe, the United States, the Middle East, and other regions from 1914 

to 1918. The war can be summarized as a war of military alliances that divided the world into 

two: the Central Powers and the Allied Powers. In 1882, Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Italy 

formed the Triple Alliance , promising to assist each other in case of attack from an enemy. 
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Although Italy left the alliance to join the 

Allies during World War I, common 

interests once again brought the Allies 

together and some other nations like 

Austria-Hungary and the Ottoman 

Empire. The Allies, or the Triple Entente, 

included Great Britain, France, Russia, 

newly joined Italy, and the United States, 

who joined the alliance in 1917. 

Although the direct cause of the 

war was the assassination of Archduke 

Ferdinand of Austria-Hungary by the 

Serbian nationalist Gavrilo Princip, there 

was much more to the spark of this devastating four-year struggle. The main causes of the war 

are narrowed down to four points. One was the mutual defense alliances. Even before the 

beginning of the century, European politics was characterized by secret alliances and constant 

shifts in alliances depending on the immediate profitability rather than long term stability of the 

nation. This diplomatic strategy reached a peak in the second decade of the 20th century and 

exploded into total chaos. Some of the most notable alliances were ones between Russia and 

Serbia, Germany and Austria-Hungary, France and Russia, and Britain and France.  

The second factor was imperialism. European nations were driven by extreme 

competition between the superpowers: nations like Britain and France. To survive in this 

intense rivalry, European nations looked to increase their power and wealth by bringing 

additional territory under their control. As a result, weak European nations, Africa, and some 

parts of Asia became the victims of the game of world powers.  

The third factor was militarism. Germany and Great Britain had greatly increased their 

military power in the naval rivalry and the race to become a military superpower. This military 

focus of the governance would contribute to the instability of the entire European continent. 

The last reason was nationalism. Living under the rule of leaders who they could not 

ethnically relate to, the Slavic people in Serbia, Bosnia, and Herzegovina united themselves 

under the cause of an independent state for themselves, Yugoslavia.  

Some of the major battles in the war were the Battle of the Marne, Battle of Gallipoli, 

Battle of Jutland, Battle of Verdun, Battle of the Somme, Brusilov offensive, and Battle of 

Amiens. The constant push and pull in the tug of war between political and economic interests 

of European nations exhausted soldiers of all nations and devastated European nations in an 

unprecedented level. The trend took a sharp turn with the addition of the United States, whose 

economic aid put the Allies at a tremendous advantage. In the end, the victory went to the Allied 

Powers in November 1918, but both sides were equally devastated by the horrors of trench 

warfare and consequent death tolls as well as significant amounts of debt from the war. 

Paris Peace Conference 

In January 1919, the Paris Peace Conference convened in Versailles, France to establish 

terms of peace after the war. Although nearly thirty nations participated, the conference was 

dominated by the Big Four: Great Britain, 
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France, the United States, and Italy. Great Britain was represented by Lloyd George, France by 

Georges Clemenceau, the United States by Woodrow Wilson, and Italy by Vittorio Emanuele 

Orlando. 

The main outcomes of the conference were the Covenant of the League of Nations, the Treaty of 

Versailles, the Treaty of Saint-Germain, and Treaty of Neuilly. The Big Four were driven by the 

motive to prevent future wars, but there were many disagreements the process of negotiation. 

The decisions were soon to be the cause of unrest in nations like Germany, whose 

representatives were excluded from the conference until May. 

Treaty of Versailles 

The Treaty of Versailles, signed on 

June 28, 1919, was the most important of the 

five treaties signed during the Paris Peace 

Conference. The French and the British, 

whose lands were destroyed by the Germans, 

looked to subject Germany to strict punitive 

measures. These included 132 billion gold 

Reichsmark reparations, as well as 

surrendering approximately ten percent of its 

prewar territory in Europe and all of its 

overseas possessions. The harsh terms 

outraged German leaders and the German 

people, which will prove to be one of the biggest motivations for the rise of fascism in the 

following decades. 

Aside from the punishments against the aggressors, the treaty also addressed 

preventative measures for future wars. The highlight of this section of the treaty was Wilson’s 

League of Nations. The League was supposed to serve both as an international forum and an 

international collective security arrangement. Although it did not seem entirely attractive to 

most European nations, President Wilson succeeded in getting most of the nations to join the 

league. 

German Losses 

With the punitive measures of the Treaty of Versailles, Germany suffered tremendous 

losses that would eventually contribute to radical political ideologies like fascism. One of the 

clauses in the Treaty of Versailles was the war guilt clause, which dictated that Germany was 

declared guilty of starting the war and forced to pay huge reparations. In addition to these, 

Germany lost thirteen percent of its land, including Alsace-Lorraine, which had been the area of 

dispute between France and Germany for decades. Germany’s territories in Africa and the 

Pacific were given as mandates, a territory that was administered on behalf of the League of 

Nations, to Britain, France, and Japan. 

Moreover, the east bank of the Rhine River was to be demilitarized and the Allies were to 

have the right to occupy the Rhineland for fifteen years. A large strip of German land called the 

Polish corridor was given to the newly independent nation of Poland. This strip cut off East 
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Prussia from the rest of Germany and took away a critical point of access to the sea. Germany’s 

army was limited to 100,000 men and was forbidden to have artillery, aircraft, or submarines. 

New Independent Nations 

The other treaties in the Paris Conference reordered the map of Europe. With the demise 

of the Austro-Hungarian Empire and the reduction in size of Germany, new nations were 

re-created in central Europe. First, Czechoslovakia was born by combining the lands of the 

Czechs and Slovaks. Hungary became fully independent, although it was slightly reduced in size. 

Romania became an independent nation, created out of former Austro-Hungarian lands. Serbia 

was given additional territories and resulted in the new enlarged state of Yugoslavia, the land of 

the Slavs. For the first time since the eighteenth century, Poland became independent. 

Moreover, the Baltic states of Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, and Finland were carved out of parts of 

the former Russian Empire. Although most of these new independent nations started as 

democracies, they would turn to become dictatorships (except Czechoslovakia) within a short 

time span due to complicated problems, including economic and social crises. 

Wilson’s Fourteen Points 

Wilson’s push for the League of Nations was part of his greater ideal resolution: The 

Fourteen Points. The summary of the propositions are as follows; 

1. Open diplomacy, 

2. Freedom of the seas, 

3. Removal of economic barriers, 

4. Reduction of armaments, 

5. Adjustment of colonial claims, 

6. Conquered territories in Russia, 

7. Preservation of Belgian sovereignty, 

8. Restoration of French territory, 

9. Redrawing of Italian frontiers, 

10. Division of Austria-Hungary, 

11. Redrawing of Balkan boundaries, 

12. Limitations on Turkey, 

13. Establishment of an independent Poland, 

14. Creation of the League of Nations. 

Locarno Pact and Kellogg-Briand Pact* 

The Locarno Pact of 1925 was signed between Britain, France, Belgium, Italy, and 

Germany in Locarno, Switzerland. The pact was intended to increase the confidence in Germany 

from her own people and other European powers. 

There are three main points in the pact. The first 

point was to secure border of European nations. 

Germany agreed to the border with France, and 

France in return agreed to maintain the state of 

peace with Germany. The second aim was to ensure 

the permanent demilitarization of the Rhineland. 

This condition was insisted by France due to the 
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significant number of times in the previous century that Germany invaded France. The final 

point was to allow Germany to enter the League of Nations. The Locarno Pact was significant in 

that Germany was starting to be treated as a more equal partner in foreign affairs. The 

agreement was not forced upon Germany to sign like the Treaty of Versailles. Moreover, it 

marked an important turning point in Franco-German relations and appeared to offer the hope 

of a new era of peaceful relations between these two rivals.  

The Kellogg-Briand Pact was an agreement signed at Paris, France in 1928 by sixty-two 

countries including France, the United States, the United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada, Australia, 

New Zealand, South Africa, India, Belgium, Poland, Czechoslovakia, Germany, Italy, and Japan. 

It was an international agreement to outlaw war. After the international war, the idea of 

declaring war to be illegal was immensely popular in international public opinion. This idealistic 

pact, however, was easily broken just a few years later in 1931, in the Mukden Incident, which 

led to the Japanese invasion of Manchuria. Though Japan had signed the pact and promised to 

avoid war, the League of Nations failed to take any action to enforce the pact upon Japan. This 

failure came from the combination of the worldwide depression and a limited desire to go to war 

to preserve China. This failure proved that there was no way to enforce the pact or sanction 

those who broke it. The main problem of the pact was identified as the ambiguity in the 

definition of “self-defense,” which was used as an excuse to violate the pact. In the end, the pact 

did little to prevent further international conflicts. 

 

* These pacts have not occured in modern history, as it is currently 1922. However, the 

information is provided so that delegates may reference it when designing international treaties 

and pacts to prevent future international conflict. These pacts should not be replicated verbatim. 

 

Current Situation 

Most European nations, the victors and losers alike, have been devastated by the deadly 

war of unprecedented weaponry and rivalry. In the midst of the unstable political and economic 

condition in the aftermath of the international crisis, it is the job of the delegates to interact and 

work with each other to represent the interests of the respective countries as well as tackle the 

international goals of collective security and integrity. 

It is currently 1922, about two years after the founding of the League of Nations. This 

international body is proving less and less effective as time presses on, so delegates need to 

strengthen this body’s abilities to prevent future international warfare through the facilitation of 

various treaties between nations. Delegates must take into account their previous decisions as an 

international body and incorporate these precedents with new decisions to prevent further 

international conflict. Additionally, public opinion is very divisive regarding the Treaty of 

Versailles and there are many doubts and questions casted upon the fairness of the terms 

against the aggressors. Delegates are to evaluate the fairness and appropriateness of the 

measures taken in the Paris Peace Conference and work to enhance or replace any shortcomings 

to better address the solution.  

Each delegate will be working like a diplomat of the nation to maintain the balance 

between national and international concerns. 
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Questions to Consider 

A. Fair Territorial Settlements: 

a. Are the terms of Versailles Treaty fair regarding reparations and war guilt? 

b. Is the control of former German territories in Africa and Pacific historically 

mandated to Britain, France and Japan reasonably divided? 

c. How can the nations respect the territorial integrity and sovereignty of all the 

nation-states? 

B. Enforceable Prevention of future wars: 

a. What additional pacts or treaties must be created in order to prevent future 

aggression that could lead to international conflicts? 

b. How can nations renounce the use or threat of military force as a means of 

resolving international conflicts? 
 

Blocs 

Allied Powers 

The major allied powers in World War I were mainly Great Britain, France and the 

Russian Empire, formally linked by the Treaty of London of September 5, 1914. Among other 

countries that had been allied by treaty to one or more of those powers were Portugal and Japan 

by treaty with Britain and Italy by the Treaty of London of 1915 with all three powers. These are 

the victors of the World War I. During the war, the British and French wanted somehow to crush 

Germany’s military capability, both as revenge and as insurance against a second conflict. They 

also came to want to carve up the Ottoman Empire  between them, and to allow the component 

parts of the Austro-Hungarian Empire to set up independent states. Territorial aims were to 

evacuate the Germans from Belgium and to restore Alsace-Lorraine to France, for Italy to get the 

Trentino. They also want to restore their defeated allies, Serbia and Romania, ideally with extra 

territory.  

Associated Powers 

These are nations that were arrayed against the Central Powers, including China, Cuba, 

Czechoslovakia, Greece, Poland and Romania. The associated powers were looking for 

stabilizing their political systems and economic situations. They also seeked to recover the 

damage from the war, including high death toll, reduced trade and spread of influenza. Other 

nations that share similar interest as the associated powers include Argentina, Afghanistan, 

Australia, Canada, Chile, Denmark, Estonia, India, Iran, Iraq, Lithuania, Norway, South Africa, 

Soviet Union, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, and Yugoslavia.  

Defeated Central Powers 

The central powers of WWI include Germany, Austria-Hungary, Bulgaria and the 

Ottoman Empire. Although Germany was not part of the League until 1926, Austria, Bulgaria, 

and Hungary were part of the League of Nations at this time. These nations, like many other 
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nations, seeked to resolve economic chaos and the breakdown of civilian order and military 

discipline.  

 

Countries  

 

Argentina Recently, there has been a change in the representation of 

the working class in Argentina. By 1914, the largest union 

federation in Argentina was the Federación Obrera 

Regional Argentina (FORA), which in its fifth congress in 

1905 had adopted an anarcho-communist position. After 

the end of the First World War, a fall of international wool 

and meat prices affected the rural region of Patagonia. 

This crisis caused unemployment and the general 

worsening of the conditions of rural workers.  

Afghanistan Since 1905 Britain had paid the Afghan ruler, Amir 

Habibullah, a subsidy and had controlled Afghanistan’s 

foreign relations, and he maintained Afghanistan’s 

neutrality throughout World War I in spite of strong 

pressure to induce him to join the Central Powers. Many 

died in the global influenza outbreak which began in 1918. 

When the war ended, Britain failed to reward the Amir for 

his refusal to take advantage of British weakness during it, 

and he was assassinated early in 1919. 

Australia For Australia, the First World War remains the costliest 

conflict in terms of deaths and casualties. Anti-German 

sentiment emerged with the outbreak of the war, and 

many Germans living in Australia were sent to internment 

camps. Censorship and surveillance, regarded by many as 

an excuse to silence political views that had no effect on 

the outcome of war, increased as the conflict continued. 

Social division also grew, reaching a climax in the bitterly 

contested conscription referendums of 1916 and 1917. 

Austria After the war, the Austro-Hungarian Empire was broken 

up into smaller nations after WWI. The German-speaking 

part became Austria. Hungary became an independent 

nation. Early in September 1918 the Austro-Hungarian 

government proposed in a circular note to the other 

powers that a conference be held on neutral territory for a 

general peace. This proposal was quashed by the United 

States on the ground that the U.S. position had already 

been enunciated by the Wilsonian pronouncements. 

Belgium Belgium had suffered considerable economic losses during 
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the war, which was fought on part of its territory. Aside 

from the direct damages as a result of warfare, industry 

nearly came to a standstill under the German occupation, 

causing mass unemployment, leaving Belgium to pay for 

the occupation costs. German marks were introduced as 

means of payment, which led to monetary expansion. It 

was up to the post-war governments to handle these 

complications. Financial problems raised most issues, 

since reconstruction was begun in 1918 on the supposition 

that Germany would pay for the war damages, which 

proved not to be the case. 

British Empire Great Britain aims to maintain its sizable empire and 

expand as much as possible. It is in accord with Wilson’s 

Fourteen Points to an extent and has supported the 

creation of the League of Nations. Opposed to the prospect 

of open seas, it is fearful that their dominant navy would 

have to decrease their influence. Seeking to prevent 

Germany from posing a threat ever again, it supports 

blaming Germany for starting the war and making 

Germany pay reparations for damages. 

Bulgaria U.S. President Woodrow Wilson’s Fourteen Points peace 

plan seemed to promise change for Bulgarians and further 

contributed to the breakdown of civilian order and 

military discipline. In June 1918, the replacement of the 

pro-German Radoslavov by Alexander Malinov, a leader of 

the parliamentary opposition, raised hopes for an end to 

the war, but instead frustration increased as Malinov 

yielded to Tsar Ferdinand’s determination to fight on. 

Canada  The war united most Canadians in a common cause even 

as the extremity of national effort nearly tore the country 

apart. Few had expected the long struggle or heavy death 

toll. Prime Minister Sir Robert Borden orchestrated a 

massive national effort in support of the mother country, 

but also demanded that Great Britain recognize Canada’s 

wartime sacrifices with greater post-war autonomy.  

China After World War I, the main elements in the Chinese 

political situation were the Kuomintang, the communists, 

and the Japanese invaders. After the death of Sun Yat-sen, 

the Kuomintang came under the leadership of his 

brother-in-law, Chiang Kai-shek, an army officer trained 

in Japan. The nationalists of the Kuomintang were 

engaged in a constant and unsuccessful struggle to set up 

an effective central government against the provincial 
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warlords. 

Chile Stuck in a situation comparative to many other nations, 

Chile was also struck by Spanish Influenza which ravaged 

its population and wreaked havoc on its normal state of 

affairs. The mean of mortality rates due to the sickness 

was 13.6 deaths per 10,000 population across provinces, 

and the highest mean for 1918 was 50 deaths. Closer to 

1921, the death rate peaked at about 230 deaths.  

Cuba The big enemy to Cubans in 1918 was malaria. The disease 

ravaged the country and many extreme measures such as 

free dispensing of quinine, quarantines, and routine 

checks of children had to be taken to help mitigate its 

spread. 

Czechoslovakia During the war, the Czech dream of autonomy within a 

federalized monarchy evolved into a dream of an 

independent state. In the last months of the war, Czech 

continued to negotiate with the Allies. One by one, the 

Allies began to recognize the Czechoslovak National 

Council as representing both the Czechs and Slovaks. The 

creation of the new state was finalized in November 1918, 

but there were rising social problems and ethnic tensions, 

and persistent military quarrels that began to outweigh 

the joy of the new independent state.  

Denmark During the war, the Denmark government realized that it 

had to help its citizens who were struggling from the 

destruction wreaked. In 1918, the government worked to 

curb rising rent rates, promote energy efficiency, and feed 

it’s hungry public. Wage also fluctuated, leading to rising 

homeless population. By 1918, homeless population was 

up to 18%. Like many other countries, Denmark also 

suffered a Spanish influenza outbreak. Bolsheviks 

attempted to take over the weakened country and were 

welcomed with open arms until it wa realised that they 

preferred a dictatorship to democracy, which ended in the 

Bolsheviks never getting the Denmark revolution they 

desired. 

Estonia The Estonian War for Independence began in 1918 as 

Soviet Russia’s Red Army invaded, attempting to initiate 

Bolshevik power in the country. At the time, the 

administration and army of the small country were just 

being formed, and the army was lacking in weapons, skill, 

and provisions. The whole country was in danger of 
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starvation. Despite the lack of support for the Bolsheviks 

in Estonia, the government did not inspire large amounts 

of faith either, however the citizens of the state found it in 

themselves to resist. In response to their need, Britain and 

Finland came swooping in with reinforcements and 

supplies to abet the Estonian war cause. 

France France holds a strong position against Germany. Crippled 

by Germany in the Franco-Prussian War in 1871 and 

devastated once again by the Great War, most French look 

for strongly punitive measures in the treaty against 

Germany. In addition, sharing a border with Germany 

makes many anxious French see it a must to restrict that 

military power of Germany. France was one of the 

countries who considered the terms of Treaty of Versailles 

“not harsh enough.” 

Greece As a result, Greece found herself on the victors’ side of the 

Great War. In return, she annexed Western Thrace from 

Bulgaria under the Treaty of Neuilly in 1919. Prime 

Minister Venizelos represented Greece at the Paris Peace 

Conference. The expanded lands of Greece remained 

secure and it was allowed to occupy still more Turkish 

territory. However, the Greek people were now weary of 

war and foreign adventures. 

Hungary After the war, Austria-Hungary was divided into several 

independent states depending on ethnic groups. The 

Hungarian Parliament in Budapest continued, but the 

duality of the Austrian-Hungarian monarchies ended. 

Having lost over two-thirds of its territory and 41% of its 

population, the newly created country of Hungary was 

thrown into economic chaos.  

India Those with influence within India believed that the cause 

of Indian independence would best be served by helping 

out Britain in whatever capacity India could. Offers of 

financial and military help were made from all over the 

country. The Indian support given to Britain’s cause 

surprised the establishment in Britain. Unlike India’s 

expectation to be rewarded with a major move towards 

independence or at the least self-government, it became 

obvious that this was not going to happen. Thus, India 

became wrought with military tension. 

Iran Iran, with its vast deposits of oil and its geographic 

location being a bridge between Europe and the Indian 
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subcontinent, was one of the major theaters of the 

confrontations between the Great Powers during the First 

World War. Iranians viewed the world coming out of the 

First World War as a world where Iran, by maintaining its 

territorial integrity, succeeded in avoiding the fate that 

befell its neighbors, the Ottoman and Tsarist Empires. 

Iraq By war’s end, oil had also been discovered in the village of 

Mosul, and Britain cast its covetous gaze there. Since the 

promise of Arab independence was rendered obsolete, the 

solution was simply fusing the three Ottoman provinces 

into one “nation” and put under direct British control. 

Naturally, Britain didn’t present this as the land-grab that 

it truly was. To the contrary, there were different 

proposals of how the locals could to govern themselves. 

The British simply dismissed the officials and bureaucrats 

of the former regime, ignored the tribal leaders, and 

placed their new vassal state under the direct 

administration of British civil servants and soldiers.  

Italy The war cost more than the government had spent in the 

previous 50 years, and Italy had only been in the war three 

years.The Italians did not get what they felt had been 

promised at the Treaty of London, which caused 

resentment especially with the losses Italy had endured 

fighting for the Allies. The government came over as weak 

and lacking Italian pride. For nationalists, the failure of 

the government to stand up to the “Big Three” at 

Versailles was unforgivable. 

Lithuania Come February of 1918, the Council of Lithuania 

unanimously declared the Act of Independence of 

Lithuania, stating that Lithuania will be restored as an 

independent state founded on democratic principles. 

Furthermore, it would cut all political ties that previously 

bound it to other nations. In a desperate effort to prevent 

annexation by Germany in July, Lithuania elected a cing 

and the council changed its name to the State Council of 

Lithuania. However, Lithuania did not become a 

constitutional monarchy, but remained a 

democratic-republic. 

Norway In addition to the economic consequences, the big legacy 

of the First World War was that it confirmed Norway’s 

perception of its security. It was possible to stay neutral in 

a war between the great powers. Situated at the European 

periphery, with both Germany and Russia (the Soviet 
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Union) reduced from their former glory, there was no 

threat to Norway’s independence. This became the 

foundation for Norwegian defense policy in the interwar 

period. 

Poland As a result of the war, the three powers that partitioned 

Poland at the end of the 18th century collapsed, broke up, 

and ceased to exist. This led to a fully independent and 

united Poland. The victorious powers, however, wrote on 

their standards such postulates as republicanism and 

democracy, regarded national self-determination and 

sovereignty as fundamental to a new post-war order. Poles 

broke most of the bonds connecting them to the Central 

Powers and came to the victorious coalition as a partner. 

Still, the war turned out to be very destructive for Poles 

and their land. 

Portugal Portugal allied with the England and France because of 

Germany’s U-boat warfare, where they were attacking 

shipping in English waters. Due to trade between Portugal 

and England, the Portuguese were affected by these 

attacks against the English.  Although Portugal had been 

involved in helping the allies during the whole war, they 

only declared war in March 1916, when tensions had 

reached breaking point. They would see action on the 

Western Front in 1917 and would be involved in the 

fighting. Portugal lost around 12,000 men, including 

many African troops from their colonial empire. 

Romania Romania allied with Russia and fought against the Central 

Powers in WWI. It fought a mainly defensive war, and had 

to surrender in 1917 when Russia pulled out due to their 

revolution in October. Romania was therefore all alone 

and had little choice, signing the treaty of Bucharest in 

1917. Romania however, had the ‘last laugh’, re-entering 

the war one day before the armistice was signed in 1918, 

therefore taking part in the treaty of Versailles. Romania 

lost up to 220,000 men. 

South Africa At the start of 1918, the South African Brigade was 

commanded to hold a defensive point in a place called 

Gouzeaucourt to face off against a hypothesized German 

spring attack. The attack killed 900 men and ended in the 

retreat of 700 of their comrades. By the end of the war 

there were only 300 men remaining in the brigade. Also in 

1918, SANLC, a labor force created to respond to the 

British need for labor was disbanded to the disapproval of 
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the workers who complained of unfair treatment. 

Soviet Union The Soviet Union was the first totalitarian state to 

establish itself after World War I. Russia joined the war 

for similar reasons as the other great powers but found 

itself exhausted in its three years in the devastating war. 

In the middle of the war, Russia went under the Russian 

Civil War (1917), which ended in the Bolshevik regime. 

Vladimir Lenin seized power and established a 

single-party dictatorship under the Bolsheviks. There was 

much discontent among the common people about the 

participation of war and the totalitarian regime that 

resulted out of the civil war. 

Spain Come 1918, Spain had become a victim of Spanish 

influenza, and there was a revolution causing radical 

changes throughout the country. The year also heralded 

the collapse of the spanish cabinet in November, thus the 

demonstration of the crisis that was quickly drowning the 

liberal monarchy of Spain. 

Sweden In 1917, Britain tightened its grip on exports to Sweden, 

and 1918 was its most difficult year. Sweden’s lack of self 

sufficiency meant that broad sections of society suffered 

declined living standards. In 1918, the Civil war broke out 

as a fight for independence from the Russians, pitted 

against a fight for the bourgeoisie.  

Switzerland The Spanish influenza pandemic swept through 

Switzerland in 1918 and killed millions. The country was 

also being pulled in two directions, as the Western portion 

was concerned about the future of France, and the Eastern 

portion had strong German ties. However, Switzerland 

held its neutrality until the close of WWI. 

Turkey The Allies had control of Istanbul, and the Turkish War 

for Independence began in 1919 and Turkey was broke up 

after the war due to secret British and French treaties. The 

Turkish republic was formed in lieu of these events. 

Yugoslavia  Established the National Council in Ljubljana in August 

of 1918. This represented all Slovene provinces, bringing 

more equality into the mix. Come 1918, the truth of the 

shabby state of Yugoslavian affairs was clear, and the 

National Council of Slovenes, Croats, and Serbs requested 

unification under the Habsburg Monarchy. 
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Further Research 

Although this guide is a great starting point for research, additional investigation is 

necessary for further understanding of the scope of this historical committee and the topics to be 

discussed. It is very difficult to summarize the complicated relations between nations during this 

time, so delegates are strongly encouraged to look for sources beyond the background guide. 

When looking at position specific information, take into consideration political and economic 

abilities of the assigned country, as well as countries that would align with the assigned 

country’s position. Taking these actions will ensure a successful committee experience for all 

delegates. 
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