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Dear Delegates, 

 

Hello, my name is Claire Kaddoura and I am very 

excited to be your head chair for WYOMUN V. In this 

committee I will be serving as your chair alongside my 

friends, Aidan White and Tori Brown. We have worked many 

hours through the summer to make sure that you have a 

challenging, but fun committee experience. If this is your first 

Model UN conference, or even if you have participated 

before, we hope that you gain more insight on the difficulties 

colonists faced, as well as enjoy the conference.  

I am currently a junior at Wyoming High School. This 

is my third year participating in WYOMUN, and my fourth 

year doing Model UN. I fell in love with Model UN four years 

ago because of the thrill of excitement that I get in debate and 

the friendships I have formed. Outside of Model UN, I do a 

lot of extracurricular activities with my school. I am a part of 

the Spanish Club and the Women’s Equality Club. I volunteer 

at The Cure Starts Now with our Crisis Director Carla 

Unzueta. I also spend my Friday nights cheering on our 

school’s football team on the varsity cheer squad. While 

reading the background guide, if you come across questions 

or concerns please feel free to contact me with my email cmkaddoura@gmail.com. I will do my 

best to help you feel prepared for WYOMUN V. I can’t wait to see you all then! 

 

Claire Kaddoura 

Committee Chair 

Roanoke: The Lost Colony 
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Dear delegates, 

 

My name is Carla Unzueta. I’m a junior at Wyoming High 

School who has been in love with Model United Nations since 

7th grade. My involvement with WYOMUN began when I 

attended the first WYOMUN conference as a delegate. Five 

years later, I still hold WYOMUN very close to my heart. 

Outside of WYOMUN, I volunteer at the Cure Starts Now, 

play on my school’s ultimate team, participate in the 

Women’s Equality Club, and am a dedicated friend. 

As your crisis director of Roanoke: The Lost Colony, I’m 

excited to work with the other staff to ensure a successful 

committee for middle schoolers. My number one goal will be 

to make sure every middle schooler, let alone their level of 

experience, feels comfortable in debate. I can’t wait to see you 

all on October 27th! If you have any questions please contact 

me at carlaunz3@gmail.com. I’d be more than happy to help. 

 

Yours truly, 

Carla Unzueta 

Crisis Director 

Roanoke: The Lost Colony 
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Introduction 

In the 16th century, European explorers would begin their venture into the Americas 

following Christopher Columbus’s first voyage in 1492. In 1585, England’s Sir Walter Raleigh 

financed the voyage to what would become known as the “Lost Colony”: Roanoke. The settlers 

who came strived for a new way of life, and found themselves at odds with the North American 

environment. As time went on, the colony began to struggle as myriad issues came up, including 

domestic issues and conflicts with Native Americans.  

In this committee, delegates will act as members of Roanoke, and attempt to save their 

settlement from the various issues that will arise. Delegates will each have a community role, 

and will be pivotal to the survival of the Lost Colony.  

 

Before the Race for Colonization 

Before Columbus 

Before the expeditions of Columbus, Europeans did not know that North and South 

America existed, let alone how to get there. The Viking discovery of North America had been 

forgotten, and thus, Christopher Columbus claimed that Europeans could reach Asia by sailing 

West across the Atlantic.  

While it is Viking Leif Eriksson who was the first European to visit the Americas, 

Christopher Columbus’s voyage garnered more attention and is considered the voyage that 

started the colonization and exploration of the Americas.  

Christopher Columbus 

Many European countries sought to control Europe’s trading connections to Asia. These 

countries wanted a safer, more direct path than the Silk Road, where many of the merchants 

were in danger of  being robbed, facing illness, and having to pay higher prices for goods. Thus 

the idea (originating from Columbus) of sailing straight to Asia through the Atlantic Ocean was 

born.  
Christopher Columbus made four voyages, each time discovering more information 

about the people, surroundings, and natural resources in the New World. Ironically, Christopher 

Columbus died without ever knowing he had discovered an entirely new continent, always 

thinking that he had reached Asia by sailing west. 

 

The Race for Colonization 

Queen Elizabeth I and her quest 

Many European countries, such as England, Spain, France, and Portugal, were racing to 

claim and colonize different parts of the Americas, hoping to gain money by selling goods from 

the New World. To keep up, Queen Elizabeth I authorized Sir Humphrey Gilbert to lead 

expeditions to the Americas, who failed three times and ultimately got lost at sea in 1583.  Queen 

Elizabeth then gave her half-brother, Sir Walter Raleigh, permission to take Gilbert's place and 

continue the work on establishing a colony. Raleigh founded Roanoke, although he never 
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actually lived in the colony and only funded it, on August of 1585, and established it as the first 

English colony in the Americas.  

 

Sir Walter Raleigh 

Walter Raleigh was known throughout England for his charms, manners and his skills as 

a knight. When he received his grant to establish a colony in the Americas, he was also granted a 

monopoly on the wine trade, adding to his wealth. Raleigh used his wealth and influence to work 

to promote a new colonial policy, challenging Spain’s control over the Americas. 

Illustration of Queen Elizabeth I and Sir Walter Raleigh  (Source: The Telegraph) 

Raleigh and Roanoke Island 

In 1587, Raleigh came back from a trip where he was scouting for the ideal place to 

situate a colony. He found Roanoke Island off the coast of North Carolina, which he believed to 

be an ideal location. Walter Raleigh got permission from the queen to establish a colony. 

However she refused to pay for it, forcing Raleigh to get money from private investors. Although 

he didn’t travel to Roanoke, he sent a group to go and establish the colony. The first attempt at 

establishing Roanoke didn’t go well. The original group of 107 men included John White, an 

artist, and Thomas Harriot, a scientific advisor. These two men were tasked with mapping the 

land and registering the plants, animals, habitat, and indigenous peoples of the area. 

Unfortunately, Roanoke was abandoned less than a year later due to harsh conditions. However, 
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due to the work of White and Harriot, private investors had an interest in returning to Roanoke. 

Enough money was put in from these private investors for a second expedition. 

             Illustration of Roanoke and its surroundings 

Due to the failure of the first Roanoke establishment, the preparations for the new colony 

were made to be better. Whole families traveled the distance to get to Roanoke, and although the 

group was supposed to arrive at Chesapeake Bay (North of Roanoke island), the group ended up 

landing in the place of the previously failed settlement of Roanoke island.  

At the point of arrival, the weather was not adept to grow crops so the colonists were left 

with no food as they had only packed enough for the ship ride. For survival, the colonists were 

able to make peace with a nearby tribe, the Croatans, and trade with them for supplies. However 

some colonists launched a small attack on the Aguascogac tribe after a native from the tribe shot 

an arrow and killed fisherman, George Howe, the colonists began to fear an escalation of 

conflict. In order to ensure longevity of their colony, John White, the colony’s governor, left to 

retrieve more supplies from England. Now it is the end of 1597 and winter has started. How will 

the colonists figure out how to survive until John White returns? 

Geography and the Surrounding Region  

Captains Philip Amadas and Arthur Barlowe settled Roanoke Island, an island off of the 

coast of present-day North Carolina and along the Roanoke Sound. Roanoke Island is an island 

about 12 miles in length and 3 miles wide, much smaller than expected. Colonists may want to 

consider the ramifications of creating a permanent settlement on the island, because as 

population grows, land will become more scarce. Additionally, Roanoke’s access to water is very 

advantageous. Roanoke Sound connects the island to inner present-day Virginia, but it also 

allows the colonists access to the majority of the Atlantic coast of present-day North Carolina. 
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Connection with this land allows the settlers room 

for expansion in their endeavors of settling a new 

region, including the potential for permanent 

agricultural settlement. However, these areas are 

known to have native inhabitants, so colonists will 

have to be wary of the potential conflicts that could 

arise with these people.  

Additionally, Roanoke Island is protected 

from the Atlantic Ocean by an outer layer of islands, 

which will prove useful in fending off attacks from 

outsiders. These islands allow the Roanoke Sound 

and the Croatan Sound to remain calmer than the 

open sea. However, the nature of settlement on an 

island is very volatile, so colonists will have to take 

into consideration the potential risk with beginning 

settlement on a new island. 

 

Domestic problems 

It is imperative that the settlers of Roanoke deal with the internal problems that plague 

them. The foremost problem plaguing these settlers is the acquisition of food and natural 

resources. Winter is coming, and the settlers need to be prepared to survive it, or the colony will 

surely fail. While the settlers are fairly sure that the soil of Roanoke is relatively fertile, they still 

are unsure about what crops they should plant, when they can harvest them, and how to hunt for 

food in this strange land. Without food, it is impossible for any of the settlers, some of them 

skilled laborers, to build permanent settlements, make warm clothes, and prepare for the ever 

approaching winter. However, another problem regarding the acquisition of food is getting 

worse and worse: unstable relations with the Native tribes in the area. Without the assistance of 

these tribes, it will be very hard for the settlers to acquire the supplies to build the settlements 

that they need to survive the oncoming winter.  

Native Tribes in the Area 

Not only have the settlers of Roanoke had to address their internal issues, but they have 

also had to work alongside the Algonquian-speaking tribes of the Tidewater region. The primary 

influence to the Roanoke Colony has been the Powhatan tribe, which is led by Chief Powhatan. 

The tribe currently has approximately 15,000 members, and is expanding constantly as Chief 

Powhatan uses intermarriage to expand his control over the region. The Croatan (not to be 

confused with CroatOan) tribe of the Carolinas (also Algonquian-speaking) plays an influence on 

Roanoke as well. These Algonquian societies are structured much differently than that of the 

Roanoke settlers. Algonquian society is matriarchal, meaning that family affairs center around 

the head female, usually the mother. Like European society, Algonquian women are more 

involved in the domestic sphere, raising children, cooking, and taking care of the household. 
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However, unlike in European society, it is Algonquian women who also have control of the 

family’s affairs. The head woman is responsible for disciplining their children, determining who 

and when their children could marry, and managing the role of each member of the household. 

Most important to this context is the role Algonquian women play in deciding the fate of the 

people they capture in conflicts. If the person that is captured can be beneficial to the tribe, they 

are absorbed into the tribe. If the captured individual is seen as potentially detrimental, they are 

killed. The women of the Algonquian tribe are the ones who decide who meets the tribe’s 

standards.  

Relations with the Natives have been tense, especially after the murder of George Howe 

as retribution for a colonist attack. At first the colonists allied with the local Croatan and Secotan 

tribes. This was a fruitful relationship as it led to further funding from England for settlements 

in the Outer Banks after initial failures. However, mistrust between the peoples led to a colonist 

raid on a Secotan village. This has not been resolved and hostility is strong between the Natives 

and settlers. This issue must be resolved if colonists are to continue living in the region, as the 

Natives are numerous, strong, and know the land well. They could be a valuable ally or a 

formidable foe. 

Current Situation 

It is the winter of 1557, and you, the delegates, are waiting for John White to return with 

more supplies to help make the colony as successful as possible. The colonists will have to face 

the harsh realities of living and fending for themselves in unknown territory where danger is 

always looming. The delegates will have to face decisions such as whether it is safer to make 

peace with the natives or to attack, what crops to grow, how to survive this upcoming winter, 

and more. They do not know when John White will return, and some are wondering if he will 

even survive the voyage to and from England.  
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Questions to Consider 

 

What will the government of Roanoke look like? 

Will it be set up like England, or will it be more representative of the small group of people that 

is residing in Roanoke? Will the Queen’s rules apply to the settlers? How will crimes be 

prosecuted? 

How do you want to interact with the Natives? 

Initially, colonists at Roanoke successfully made peace with the Natives, specifically the 

Croatoan tribe. However, George Howe was killed by a native of the Aguascogac tribe, who were 

avenging an attack the previous colonists had made. The colonists must decide whether or not 

they should try to achieve peace with the Native tribes to prevent greater loss of life, or attack 

them before they can kill any more colonists. 

How can the colony try to prevent the spread of disease? 

It is important that the settlers all stay alive because each settler has a role in making Roanoke 

as functional as possible. Should the settlers isolate everyone with the slightest cough to prevent 

the spread of infection, or keep everyone who can work, working? Is there a more sanitary way 

to dispose of waste? 

What supplies are most imperative for survival, and how will they be 

distributed? 

What tools are necessary? What crops will be the best to plant next spring? Will the supplies be 

distributed evenly to try to ensure greater survival, or to only the people who can pay for the 

food?  
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Delegate Positions 

Colonists who want to make peace with the Natives 

Elyoner Dare Elyoner Dare is the mother of the first English child born in the 

Americas, Virginia Dare, and, being John White’s daughter, 

she is widely respected. She is the town gossip, who knows 

everything about everyone. She is also very passionate about 

her own opinions on how the colony should be run. She 

believes they need to make the colony self-sustaining without 

aid from the English, and the fastest way to do that is allying 

with the Natives and avoiding war with them at all costs. 

Ananias Dare While Ananias Dare’s job as a bricklayer might not command a 

lot of respect, his position as John White’s son-in-law does. He 

is very friendly and could probably get a lot of the labourers in 

the colony to do almost anything for him, no questions asked. 

They see him as a hard-worker who was able to rise up, and the 

unofficial interim governor while John White is gone. 

Thomas Warner Thomas Warner has dedicated his life to healing people by 

becoming an apothecary. Thomas believes the best way to heal 

the sick is through finding the right medicine. He is hoping to 

ally with the Natives so he can learn about natural remedies in 

this new land that he can use to help cure the sick. 

James Hynde James Hynde is a preacher who came to the New World for one 

reason: to spread Protestantism. He believes that if they ally 

with the Natives he can save them by converting them to 

Protestantism. The other colonists are wary to get in his way 

because of his connection to the royal family. 

Michael Myllet Michael Myllet is an expert at carpenting, his products are 

reliable, and he sells everything at a fair price, which has 

gained him a lot of respect around the colony. If you want 

anything, he’ll either build it for you or, if it’s not made of 

wood, tell you who can. According to Elizabeth Dare, he’s been 

trading with the Natives on his own and now can even replicate 

one of their bows. It’s hard for him to deny those rumors 

because he is an advocate for making peace with the Natives. 

William Browne William Browne is a craftsman with words: he is an expert 

haggler and knows how to work people to his advantage. 

Spending years as a tradesmen, he can make just about anyone 
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agree to  any deal. He says he’s barely able to survive with the 

profit he makes, but according to Elyoner Dare, it’s all an act 

and he has a lot of money hidden away somewhere. 

Chief Manteo Chief Manteo is chief of the Croatan tribe. He has learned 

English, and has even traveled to England, the first Native of 

the Americas to do so. He has become fond of English culture 

and has even converted to Christianity. He would like to 

continue his alliance with the colonists, and aid them with 

creating peace with the other tribes. 

Humfrey Newton The other colonists believe Humfrey Newton is a little odd; he 

seems to prefer the company of the outdoors more than people. 

However, he is still widely respected because he is an expert 

surveyor and cartographer. No one knows the area like he does 

or has dared to venture as far as he has, not even Peter Little, 

who is considered to be the bravest man in the colony. While 

everyone may not agree with his view of making peace with the 

Natives, everyone trusts his maps. 

Robert Little Robert Little enjoys his job as a candlemaker, but some say he 

would be more useful as a diplomat. This is because of his 

calming presence and the fact that he is always striving to keep 

peace within the colony, both of which make him an expert at 

settling disputes. So it was no surprise when he became a voice 

for creating peace with the Natives, arguing that, to survive, the 

colonists must stay united and avoid any battles at all costs. 

 

Colonists who who do not want to make peace with the Natives 

Peter Little Peter Little is related to Robert Little by blood, but the 

similarities stop there. Peter and his brother had a big fight 

over whether or not they should take action against the Natives 

after George Howe died and they both crossed lines that can 

never be repaired. As a hunter, Peter knows the surrounding 

areas very well, and according to Elyoner Dare, he’s already 

planning paths to attack nearby Native villages. Yet, that is 

disputed by Humfrey Newton, who says Peter never dares to 

hunt around Native territory. 

Richard Kemme As Roanoke’s strongest man, there is no one more suited to be 

its blacksmith than Richard Kemme. He doesn’t have many 

friends, as he spends every free second working and is 

Roanoke: The Lost Colony 

10 



WYOMUN V 

somewhat rude. Yet people still buy from him because his 

products are high quality and he knows how to keep a secret. 

He’s a bit brash about his distaste for the Natives, but he makes 

some good points about attacking the Aguascogac tribe to 

ensure Roanoke will be safe. 

Hugh Tayler Hugh Tayler has been a hard worker his entire life; he is very 

ambitious and worked his way up to his current job as the 

governor’s assistant. With John White gone, he sees it as his 

job to lead the colony, but not everyone sees it that way, 

particularly Ananias Dare. He does have the authority to 

investigate and charge colonists with crimes, but he has to wait 

for a trial to send them to jail. He has tried to rally the people 

against the Natives and even supporters of his cause are wary 

of him overstepping his powers. 

Clement Tayler Clement Tayler is a cobbler, who unlike his younger brother, 

Hugh Tayler, was content with his first job as a cobbler’s 

apprentice. He will defend his brother to anyone, and also 

strongly believes that the colony needs to take the proactive 

action of attacking the Aguascogac before the Natives can 

attack again. Clement has been able to gain more support for 

his brother because of his natural charm and the time he takes 

to persuade others to his point of view.  

Henry Berrye Henry Berrye is a gunsmith and distrustful of almost everyone. 

He lives by the words of his former mentor, “Shoot first, ask 

questions later.” This is why it was no surprise to the other 

colonists when he was a avid speaker against all of the Natives, 

even the colonists’ allies, the Croatans. 

Morris Allen Morris Allen is a tailor who always seems to have a plan; he can 

fix any patch and tell you how to solve that problem that’s been 

making your life difficult. He regards the Natives with 

suspicion and says that the colonists can’t learn to rely on them 

because eventually they will turn against them. Elyoner Dare 

alleges that he doesn’t want to lose business to Native clothes 

which are said to last longer. Morris has never tried to deny 

this rumor. 

Arnold Archard Arnold Archard was George Howe’s best friend, and he will tell 

anyone nearby about how he will get his revenge against the 
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Natives one way or another. He lives his life as a sailor telling 

stories of his farfetched adventures. People have suspected him 

to be a little crazy, but they let it slide, considering that he is a 

great navigator and no one knows the sea like he does. 

Charles Florrie Charles Florrie is a proud man from a rich family, who denied a 

life of luxury in England to pursue what he loves, being a baker. 

Though, according to Elyoner Dare, he still has wealthy 

connections, which is how he was able to come on the voyage 

with last-minute notice. He has become a voice for raiding the 

Aguascogac tribe, yet still believes they should keep their 

alliance with the Croatans. He supports this by saying, “You 

need to strike down your enemies, but don’t make more 

enemies than you can handle”. 

Edward Powell Edward Powell is an expert at his job, and the only colonist at 

Roanoke who can perform surgery. That is why he is able to 

charge a lot more than his surgeries are actually worth. He has 

spoken up that the colonists should retaliate against the 

Natives to avenge George Howe, but Elyoner Dare alleges that 

he just wants to make money from stitching up all the people 

who will get injured in such a fight. 

 

Colonists who are neutral about Native policies 

Wenefrid Powell Wenefrid Powell is unable to bear a child, but that doesn’t stop 

her from taking care of the other colonists’ children. As a young 

woman, she strove to educate herself, which led her to her 

husband, Edward Powell. Now she uses her knowledge to 

educate children as a teacher. According to Elyoner Dare, she is 

looking for a divorce, but these rumors have not been 

substantiated. While she remains undecided as to how the 

colonists should handle the Natives, she needs to make her 

decision soon. 

Martyn Sutton Martyn Sutton arranges the farmland, and dictates what crops 

should be planted, yet isn’t afraid to do some hard labour 

himself. This gives him respect among his farmers. He 

generally likes to stay out of what he calls “petty politics”, but 
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as a man with an important position in the colony, he is being 

pressured into taking a stance for or against the Natives. 

Further Research 

While this background guide should be very helpful for helping you prepare for the committee, 

this should only be the beginning of your research. Below are some very useful sources we 

found, and we highly encourage you to take advantage of these. Please continue your research 

outside of these sources as well. This will greatly aid you in this committee. 

https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/roanoke-colony-deserted  

https://www.britannica.com/story/the-lost-colony-of-roanoke  

https://the-line-up.com/lost-colony-of-roanoke 

  

Roanoke: The Lost Colony 

13 

https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/roanoke-colony-deserted
https://www.britannica.com/story/the-lost-colony-of-roanoke
https://the-line-up.com/lost-colony-of-roanoke


WYOMUN V 

Works Cited 

Casale, Steven. “America's First Mystery: The Lost Colony of Roanoke.” The Lineup, Open  

Road Media, 28 June 2018, the-line-up.com/lost-colony-of-roanoke. 

“Delacroix Return of Columbus Collotype Fine Art Card or Framed Miniature.”  

Collotype Prints,  
laurie-green-qhpn.squarespace.com/classicism/delacroix-return-of-columbus-collotype-

fine-art-card-or-framed-miniature. 

Editors of Encyclopedia Britannica. “Roanoke Island.” Encyclopædia Britannica, Encyclopædia 

Britannica, Inc., 5 Apr 2018, www.britannica.com/place/Roanoke-Island. 

Flint, Valerie I.J. “Christopher Columbus.” Encyclopædia Britannica, Encyclopædia

Britannica, Inc., 17 May 2018,

www.britannica.com/biography/Christopher-Columbus/The-first-voyage. 
Hogeback, Jonathan. “The Lost Colony of Roanoke.” Encyclopædia Britannica,

Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc.,

www.britannica.com/story/the-lost-colony-of-roanoke. 

“How Did Walter Lose His Head?” The Telegraph, Telegraph Media Group, 29 Oct. 2016, 

www.telegraph.co.uk/only-in-britain/death-of-sir-walter-raleigh/. 

Klein, Christopher. “The Viking Explorer Who Beat Columbus to America.”  

History.com, A&E Television Networks, 8 Oct. 2013,

.history.com/news/the-viking-explorer-who-beat-columbus-to-america. 
Ponic, Jason. “Whatever Happened to the Niña, Pinta, or Santa Maria?” Owlcation,  

Owlcation, 30 May 2017.  

owlcation.com/humanities/Whatever-Happened-to-the-Nia-Pinta-and-Santa-Maria. 

“Roanoke Colony Deserted.” History.com, A&E Television Networks,

www.history.com/this-day-in-history/roanoke-colony-deserted. 
“Roanoke Island.” North Carolina History Project,

northcarolinahistory.org/encyclopedia/roanoke-island/. 

Ronzani, Kayla. “The Mysterious Roanoke Colony.” Owlcation, Owlcation, 27 July  

2017, owlcation.com/humanities/The-Mysterious-Roanoke-Colony. 

Roanoke: The Lost Colony 

14 

http://www.britannica.com/biography/Christopher-Columbus/The-first-voyage
http://www.history.com/news/the-viking-explorer-who-beat-columbus-to-america
http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/roanoke-colony-deserted

