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WYOMUN VI 

Hello Delegates! 

My name is Katie Whaley, and I will be your Crisis 

Director for this committee! I am currently a junior at 

Wyoming, and I have been participating in Model UN 

since the sixth grade, as it is a great passion of mine. I 

have worked on WYOMUN since my freshman year. Every 

year I enjoy watching the committees come to life and 

helping the delegates solve problems ranging from world 

hunger to alien invasions. My freshman year I chaired for 

WYOMUN and loved it! WYOMUN has allowed me to see 

behind the curtain and become a better delegate in all of 

the conferences that the Model UN club for Wyoming goes 

to.  

Outside of Model UN, I love learning about other 

languages and cultures. I have been taking Spanish for 

five years and it is a great passion of mine. My 

grandmother lives in Ecuador, so I have had the privilege of living with her for a month down 

there. I love learning about other cultures because I believe that each person has their own story 

and learning about how people all around the world live gives a greater sense of perspective.  

Within school, I love Spanish, art, English, and history. I think history is so fascinating 

because it allows us a different viewpoint of current politics and global events. We, as a people, 

have so much to learn from history so that we do not repeat the mistakes of those who came 

before us. In American history, we have the opportunity to examine the principles on which this 

nation was founded. Principles such as liberty and freedom meant very different things to 

different people. I think this era of history is so important because the Constitution is a living 

document that affects everything we do. The actions of the first presidents set precedents on 

how America would be formed and what it stood for.  

I am so excited to work with you all and see everything that you come up with! If you 

have any questions or concerns about the committee please do not hesitate to email me at 

kwhaley54@gmail.com or the staff at wyomunoh@gmail.com.  
 

Katie Whaley 

Crisis Director 
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Hello Delegates! 

My name is Sophie Chow, and I will be your Head 

Chair for the Sedition Acts Committee. I started Model UN in 

6th grade and continued through 8th grade. When I was in 7th 

grade, I attended my first WYOMUN, and I enjoyed it so 

much that attended it again in 8th grade. Last year, in 9th 

grade, I served as staff of WYOMUN for the first time. This is 

my first year as a Head Chair for WYOMUN. I am very 

excited to work on this committee and cannot wait to meet all 

of the new delegates. 

I am very active outside of WYOMUN. I participate in 

my school’s Science Olympiad club, and I act in my school’s 

drama productions. The club and productions are so much 

fun, and I get to meet and connect with a lot of different 

people through them. I participate in recreational soccer, and 

I pole vault for the school track and field team. I also attend a 

dance studio where I practice Ballet and Jazz. I am on the SeaDragons summer swim team 

where I compete and volunteer coach for those six and under.  

Volunteering is a great passion for me. As I have said, I volunteer coach for the 

SeaDragon swim team. I help each child learn to feel comfortable in the water, as well as learn 

how to swim different strokes- backstroke and freestyle! I also volunteer for my school and for 

Crayons to Computers. Crayons to Computers is a nonprofit organization that provides students 

in need with supplies to help them succeed. 

I cannot wait to work with all of you and I hope that you are all as excited as I am for this 

conference! Feel free to contact me at 222135@wyomingcityschools.org or the staff at 

wyomunoh@gmail.com if you have any questions or concerns! 

 

Sophie Chow 

Head Chair 
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Introduction 

The Constitution is under attack. With a Federalist House, Senate, and Presidency, 

President John Adams and his Federalist cohorts are attacking the rights of our people 

unabashedly. We as Democratic-Republicans must step up to protect our newborn nation and 

the rights of its people declared in the Constitution. The Alien and Sedition Acts threaten the 

integrity of the Bill of Rights, the very addition to the Constitution promised by the Federalists. 

We must decide whether we want to approach Congress with a plan of diplomacy or a plan of 

retaliation against the Federalists. Ultimately, it is up to us to determine how the rights of 

Americans will not be infringed upon by the growing power of the federal government and to 

protect the Constitution from things like this in the future.  

 

Background 

Formation of the Constitution 

In 1787, at the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia, a group of highly influential 

men met for a five month period to create 

a document that is now the supreme law 

of the United States of America. The 

framers of the Constitution were tasked 

with the responsibility of establishing the 

three branches of government and 

outlining the specific powers of each. The 

members of the Convention brought 

something different to the table, and each 

were fighting for what they believed was 

in the best interest of their state and the 

United States of America. This highly 

contentious meeting began to split the 

beliefs of the founders into two schools of thought that would later lead to the formation of the 

Democratic-Republican and Federalist political parties. Under Washington, however, a partisan 

system was warned against and so the full scale emergence of the parties didn’t occur until John 

Adams’s presidency.  

 

Bill of Rights 

As stated by Article VIII of the Constitution, in order for the document to go into effect, 

nine out of the thirteen states had to approve, or ratify it. This proved difficult, however, as the 

southern Democratic Republicans felt that there was not a clear outline of the rights of states 

and the rights of the people. Federalists, such as Alexander Hamilton, argued that these rights 

were already outlined within the document. Gathering inspiration from the Magna Carta and the 

British Parliamentary Bill of Rights, George Mason from Virginia proposed the idea of a Bill of 

Rights. After ratification seemed unlikely, Federalists like James Madison realized that the 

establishment of these amendments would be crucial in getting the document ratified by the 
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Southern states. Once they vowed to add these amendments, closely divided states, such as 

Virginia, were able to push ratification of the Constitution. As promised, the House and Senate 

agreed to a conference about the proposed amendments. On December  15, 1791, Virginia 

became the ninth state to ratify ten of the twelve amendments on the Bill of Rights.  

 

Jay’s Treaty 

Disagreements between prominent Federalists and Democratic Republicans were 

mounting during the American Revolution, the enactment of the Constitution, and into the 

French Revolution. With the French Revolution came yet another war between the French and 

British in 1793. Thomas Jefferson, an influential Democratic Republican and George 

Washington’s Secretary of State, fought for American intervention in favor of the French. 

Alexander Hamilton, an influential Federalist and George Washington’s Secretary of the 

Treasury, believed that the newly formed America should side with the British.  

 

The issue was further complicated by the British seizure of American vessels, forced 

recruitment of American Sailors into the Britsh Navy, and British occupation of forts that were 

supposed to have been abandoned in the Treaty of Paris. Fearing war with Britain, Washington 

sent John Jay to Britain to make a treaty. Refusing military intervention into the French 

revolution, the only leverage that the Americans held in the negotiations was the threat of 

intervention to protect Swedish and Danish Neutrality from Britain’s regular infringement. After 

Hamilton independently informed the British leadership that America had no intention of 

intervening, Jay had little leverage to force compliance of the British and ended with a treaty 

widely unpopular among the American people. This treaty, while not accomplishing much, 

negotiated the evacuation of the forts established in the 

Treaty of Paris. In addition, America was kept out of 

both the French Revolution and a possible war with 

Britain. 

 

Adams Administration  

Before Jefferson’s presidency in 1797, the law 

stated that whoever came in second in the presidential 

race would become Vice President. This led to immense 

conflict during the Adams presidency due to Adams (a 

Northern Federalist) having to work with his vice 

president, Thomas Jefferson (a Southern Democratic 

Republican). The Adams Presidency highlighted an 

already growing division within the Federalist Party. 

The two most prominent figureheads of each division 

were Alexander Hamilton of the “Conservatives” and 

John Adams of the “Moderates”. This division came as a 

result of both Hamilton’s controversial fiscal policies and his opposition of Adams as the 

Federalist candidate.  

Alien and Sedition Acts: The Challenging of the Constitution  

4 



 

WYOMUN VI 

 

Mounting Tensions 

As tensions rose between the two groups, more and more divisive policies were pushed 

through to quell Democratic Republican resistance to the Federalist Administration. Federalists 

such as Alexander Hamilton greatly contributed to these tensions with accusations of disloyalty 

against prominent Democratic Republican, Thomas Jefferson. Hamilton said that Jefferson and 

all his supporters were, “more Frenchmen than Americans” and claimed that they were ready to 

“immolate the independence and welfare of their country at the shrine of France”. Federalists 

often times criticized the Democratic Republicans for their favoring of agriculture over industry. 

These two groups of people make up the majority of the two groups’ respective voting bases.  

 

After the tensions grew with the French, many Americans called for war. Adams, not 

wanting to go to war, still did not want to be ill prepared in the case of one and began 

preparations for war. This meant the raising of land taxes, and with it a growing paranoia of 

French infiltration.  

 

Passing of the Acts 

With a growing fear of French spies and dwindling Federalist support came the passing 

of 3 laws collectively known as the Alien and Sedition 

Acts. Passed by a Federalist Congress, many argued that 

these laws were unfair and violated the human rights 

established in the Bill of Rights. These acts were 

incredibly controversial and the Democratic Republican 

minority in Congress spoke out vehemently against them. 

However, they were ultimately passed due to the 

Federalist majority in both the House of Representatives 

and the Senate.  

 

Naturalization Act 

In 1798, when war with France was a growing 

concern in American government, Congress passed four 

laws known as the Alien and Sedition Acts. These laws 

restricted the affairs of forigen residents in the United 

States in addition to limiting freedoms expressed in the 

Constitution, such as speech and press. The 

Naturalization Act was an attempt made by the Federalist party to weaken their political 

opponents. New immigrants and citizens tended to favor the Democratic Republican party, and 

later changed to have more Federalist ideas. 

 The Naturalization Act of 1798 increased the amount of years a foreigner must live in the 

country to become a citizen from 5 years to 14. This was intended to make sure that Federalists 

stayed in power in the U.S. government. This happens as a result of Federalist policy being more 

popular with settled landowners, while Democratic Republican ideals appeal to the common and 
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the poor.  The Naturalization Act is going to further American xenophobia and is a danger to the 

democratic system by intending for one party to remain in control.  

 

Alien Enemies Act 

The Alien Enemies and Friends Acts were the next installments in the Federalists 

dominated government. These Acts stem from the fear of espionage in the U.S.. The Alien 

Enemies Act allows the government to deport and arrest male citizens of an enemy nation in the 

event of war, While the Alien Friends Act permits the President to deport non-citizens suspected 

of plotting against the government, at any time. These unlawful and subjective Acts were an 

attempt by the Federalist party to persecute Demcratic Republicans, and others who supported 

the French. With loose requirements for deportation, the concept of the federalists deporting 

those who oppose them seems inevitable.  

 

Sedition Act 

The Sedition Act was the most 

controversial and important Act. This 

law punished and banned any 

opposition to the President and 

government, along with false, 

malicious or scandalous writing. This 

includes speech between neighbors, 

articles in the newspaper, and even 

something written in a private letter. 

The Democratice Republican party 

and supporters are being directly 

targeted for their political beliefs in 

outright violation of the First Amendment. While nobody has been tried for this law as of yet, 

Democratic Republican journalists, writers, and politicians feel as though their First 

Amendment rights to Speech and Press are being infringed upon. Punishments outlined by the 

act include a maximum fine of $2,000 (The equivalent of approximately $41,700 in 2019) and a 

maximum prison sentence of two years.  

 

Committee Blocs 

The two main blocs of committee will be defined by how each delegate would react to 

Federalist actions. The radical bloc will likely demand larger solutions, and be less open to 

diplomacy and “talking it out”. This bloc is made up of those who feel as though the Acts are 

directly targeting them and their interests. The moderate bloc will be more open to negotiating 

with the Federalists and would be hesitant to take violent or seemingly brash actions against the 

Federalist administration. This bloc will be largely made up of those who disagree with the acts 

from a principal standpoint or believe the correct way to go about solving the issue is with 

thoughtful negotiation and diplomacy.  
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Current Situation 

The year is 1798 and the Alien and Sedition Acts have just been signed into law by 

President Adams. Our Constitution and very rights as citizens of this great nation are under 

attack. If we do not do something to address the rampant corruption of the Federalist Party and 

attack on democracy, what is to stop this from happening over and over again in the future? 

Current Vice President and prominent fellow Democratic Republican, Thomas Jefferson, has 

called a meeting together of influential figures within the region to work together and address 

this atrocity. The meeting will be held on July 30th, 1798 a mere two weeks after the passing of 

the acts into law, at Jefferson’s personal residence in Monticello, Virginia. The future of this 

living document rests in your hands. Do well by it.  

 

 Questions to Consider 

● What is the best way to combat the attack against the First Amendment? 

● How to sway public opinion to the Democratic Republican Party? 

○ How to garner support from longterm American citizens? 

● How should the Democratic Republicans approach Congress for change? 

● What kind of retaliation against the Federalist party is appropriate? 

● What is the best way to regain Democratic Power in the White House? 

● How can Democratic Republicans gain favor in the North? 

 

Delegates 

 

George Clinton Radical- A prominent Democratic Republican 

soldier and statesman, Clinton read and 

practiced law and served as the district 

attorney for New York before serving in the 

Revolutionary War. Clinton was very anti 

federalist and supported the bill of rights. 

Clinton also served as govenor of New York 

for an extended period of time 

Aaron Burr Moderate-Burr was Democratic Republican 

lawyer and politician who served in the 

Revolutionary War as a captain and aide de 

camp, and later lieutenant colonel. After the 

war, Burr was twice elected to the New York 

State Assembly and appointed a the New 

York State Attorney General. Burr also served 

as Commissioner of revolutionary War 

Claims, and finally served as a senator from 
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New York. Burr is currently  serving as the 

New York Assembly for the second time. 

Thomas Worthington Moderate- Worthington, a committed 

Demcratic Republican, was a merchant 

marine who later studied surveying. 

Worthington opposed to slavery, and belived 

all men should be equal. Worthington then 

emerged as a political leader, and helped 

Ohio become a state.  

William Duane Radical- A Democratic Republican journalist, 

Dwane founded Bengal Journal in India. 

Duane is not afraid to criticize, and 

frequently criticized, so much so that the 

Bengal Journal was shut down because of it’s 

critical writings against the East India 

Company. Duane’s hatred of Great Britain 

only grew when his second newspaper, The 

World, lead to his deportation and 

emigration to America. There, Duane 

co-founded Aurora. Duane finds the sedition 

acts very similar to his past experiences, and 

is very disappointed. 

Matthew Lyons Radical- A Democratic Republican printer, 

farmer, soldier, and politician, Lyons served 

in the Revolutionary War, and as a 

representative in the House of 

Representatives. Lyons has been threatened 

by local officials and fears prosecution under 

these new acts. Lyons personal experience 

with the sedition acts causes his anger over 

the matter to grow.  

Andrew Jackson Radical- Democratic Republican Jackson 

read and practiced law, and later joined a 

convention that helped draft tennessee’s new 

state constitution. He was elected for House 

of Representatives for Tennessee. 

Immediately afterward, he was elected to the 

US Senate. Currently, he is serving as a state 
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supreme court of Tennessee. Jackson has an 

intense hostility towards Great Britain 

Fenton Tash Moderate- Tash is a Democratic Republican 

farmer, and many people find themselves 

buying his many high quality products. 

Because of his large audience and reliability, 

Tash becomes a very wealthy man. Tash takes 

pride in his job, and believes farmers are the 

backbone of ‘Merica, and that farming is the 

most important occupation.  

Eliza Whitney Radical- Whitney, a Democratic republican, 

is the daughter of the inventor of the cotton 

gin. Due to her easy access to the new device, 

she was able to profit largely from her 

father’s invention. This made Whitney very 

successful and gave her a very high income. 

Whitney is highly opposed to a strong 

government, and prefers for more power to 

go to the state. 

Quincy Sparks Moderate- As a Democratic Republican 

merchant, Sparks has traveled to many places 

and met many foreign men. Sparks has a 

personal grudge against the french, due to 

impoundation British ships, which he 

considers his main trading partners.  His big 

and diverse group of trade partners not only 

gave him a sympathy for Non-french 

immigrants, but a lucrative business with 

many different products to sell, and many 

different people to sell to. Sparks was 

appalled when the Sedition and Alien acts 

were passed. 

Charles Pickeny Moderate- A Democratic Republican political 

leader and diplomat, Pickeny is currently 

serving as the governor of South Carolina. 

Pickeny practiced law, and served as a 

delegate in the Continetal Congress. He 

helped write the constitution, and supported 

amendments to that gave greater 
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representation to the backcountry and 

extended suffrage to all white men. As the 

current governor of South Carolina, Pickeny 

appoints members of boards and 

commissions who oversee the heads of state 

agencies and departments, signing or vetoing 

bills passed by the state legislature, and 

serving a commander in chief of state 

military. 

James Madison Moderate- Madison, an author in the 

Federalist papers and sponsor of the Bill of 

Rights, is the founder of the Democratic 

Republican Party. Madison served in the 

continental congress and helped shape the 

constitution. In 1797, Madison left the House 

of Representatives, and is currently out of 

Congress.  

James Monroe  Moderate-A democratic Republican, Monroe 

served in the American Revolution as a 

lieutenant, then a major and aide de camp, 

and finally a scout. After resigning, Monroe 

studied law. Later, Monroe was elected to the 

Virginia House of Delegates and served 

congress. Monroe then retired and practiced 

law again, until he was chosen as a member 

of the Virginia state convention, where they 

ratified the constitution, and was elected to 

the senate. After, Monroe was nominated to 

be the Minister of France, but was later 

recalled, and is now living in America. 

Henry Clay Radical- Democratic Republican statesman, 

Clay is currently practicing law. Clay’s huge 

success in law lead him to politics. Clay 

vigorously opposes Federalists, especially 

their efforts to curb immigration and silence 

Democratic Republicans. 

Spence Williams Radical- Williams is a Democratic 

Republican businessman and plantation 

owner. William’s main profit comes from his 

Alien and Sedition Acts: The Challenging of the Constitution  

10 



 

WYOMUN VI 

very successful family whiskey business, in 

which the grains are grown from his own 

plantation. William’s Whiskey is a very 

popular brand he inherited from his father, 

and has given Williams lots of money to 

spend. William believes that more power 

should be held by people like him, wealthy 

white men. 

Ann Smith Moderate- Democratic Republican 

businesswoman, Smith owns a popular 

clothing line for women. During the 

American Revolution, however, Smith 

produced army uniforms for US soldiers. The 

profit she made from the uniforms helped 

boost her womens apparel line, with cash to 

spare. Smith believes that more power, 

rights, and representation should be held by 

everyone. She was very supportive of the Bill 

of Rights 

John B. Jones Radical- Jones is a southern, Democratic 

Republican reporter, and will tell any story 

that he thinks the public will read. He is 

willing to twist the truth to get what he 

wants, or to simply get the public’s attention. 

He is known for his flashy headlines that 

everyone reads, no matter who they are.  

Geoffry Bryson Radical-A Democratic Republican northern 

reporter, Bryson left his federalist, wealthy 

home to spread the TRUTH. Bryson jumps 

on the chance to share any story he finds 

interesting, and isn’t afraid to tell the public. 

This reputation has given Bryson popularity, 

Credibility, and a successful writing career. 

Bryson is very anti federalist, and feels 

attacked by their latest actions. He does not 

believe people should have power simply 

because they are wealthy. Bryson also has an 

internal hatred toward France over the XYZ 

Affair. 
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Benjamin Franklen Bache Bache, a Democratic Republican journalist, 

printer, and publisher, co-founder of the 

Philadelphia Aurora newspaper, was a 

frequent attacker of Federalist leaders. Bache 

worked as a printer under his grandfather, 

and later founded his newspaper, which 

contained many criticisms of Federalists. 

Bache presented the idea that the federal 

government had fallen into the hands of the 

aristocratic party aligned with Britain and 

that federalist were hostile to the general 

public while promoting corporate interests. 

Bache blamed this more on the people who 

governed, then on the form of governance. 

He did not agree with the US senate holding 

meetings behind closed doors. 

 

 

Further Research 

Although this guide is a good starting point for understanding the committee, additional 

research is necessary for further comprehension of the topics to be discussed. Delegates are 

strongly encouraged to look for sources beyond the background guide, especially when 

researching topics specific to particular positions. This additional investigation will ensure a 

successful committee experience for all delegates. 
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