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Dear Delegates, 

 

My name is Hannah Stoppenhagen, and I 

will be serving as your crisis director. I have 

wanted to run this committee since my freshman 

year of high school, so I am very excited to see it 

finally being ran. 

Model UN has been a large part of my life 

since I attended my first conference in sixth 

grade. I have mainly attended conferences in 

Ohio, but last year I attended the international 

SSUNS conference in Montreal. I helped run 

WYOMUN the very first year that it existed, and I 

have been so proud to see how our conference 

has grown. I hope to bring my experiences with 

Model UN to this conference to make it one that you enjoy as much as I have enjoyed putting it 

together.  

In the past I have served as Secretary President at Ohio Model United Nations, as well 

as a co-chair at WYOMUN, but this year I am fulfilling a more behind-the-scenes role as head 

crisis director for our committee. Besides model UN, I have been involved in the freshman 

mentoring program, and the youth group at my church. I have played soccer and swam for the 

Wyoming High School teams since my freshman year. I intend to study engineering in college 

next year, and pursue my dream of becoming an aerospace engineer. I am very excited to be 

able to bring my fascination with space and my love for model united nations together in this 

committee. I hope that you are all as excited for this committee as I am, and I really look forward 

to help sharing my interests with you. 

 

Best Regards, 

Hannah Stoppenhagen 

Head Crisis Director 

One Giant Leap for Mankind: The Race to the Moon 
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Dear Delegates, 

 

My name is Emma Jacquemin and I am the 

head chair for the Soviet Committee. I am a senior 

at Wyoming High School and it is my honor to take 

part in this year’s debate! I have been involved 

with Wyoming’s Model UN group for the past four 

years and have loved every moment of it. In the 

past I have participated in the Ohio Model United 

Nations conference.  

Other than Model UN, I participate in 

numerous extracurriculars ranging from captain of 

the varsity softball team to captain of Wyoming’s 

mock trial team. Outside of school, I am involved in 

numerous organizations such as the 

INTERalliance, a non-profit organization that’s 

mission is to to engineer and execute experiences 

designed to inspire young talent to pursue a career in the Greater Cincinnati IT industry. In 

INTERalliance, I serve as Wyoming’s Chapter President and the Volunteer Coordinator. I am 

also heavily involved with the National Underground Railroad Freedom Center where I serve as 

a volunteer docent to the museum’s visitors. 

I became involved with Model UN because of my love of history. From a young age I 

have always been fascinated by space; anything from mapping constellations with crayons to 

making bottle rockets that just missed the moon (or so I thought!). As you might be able to tell, I 

am very excited to see what new ideas and perspectives each of you delegates will bring to 

WYOMUN this year! 

 

Sincerely, 

Emma Jacquemin 

Head Chair of the Soviet Committee 

One Giant Leap for Mankind: The Race to the Moon 
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 My name is Spencer Shore, and I am co-chair for the Soviet 

Crisis Committee. I am a senior at Wyoming High School. This is 

my first year participating in WYOMUN, and while I have never 

done model United Nations before, I’m sure it will be an amazing 

experience and I can’t wait to start! 

In addition to WYOMUN, I am a runner on the Wyoming 

Cross Country team. I also play violin in the school orchestra, as 

well as at a large amount of outside events. I am a part of Wyoming 

High School’s robotics team. I am invested and delighted to be a 

part of all these activities, and I hope to bring that same attitude to my role in WYOMUN.  

I joined WYOMUN this year initially due to my love science and the space race. I can 

always find interest in the wonders of our solar system and the universe that we are a part of. 

However, regardless of my interest on the matter, I hope that you, the delegates, are able to 

have an extraordinary time and present brilliant new ideas! 

 

Sincerely, 

Spencer Shore 

Co-Chair of the Soviet Committee  
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The Situation 
The date is October 4th 1957. The Soviet Union has just successfully launched the first 

man made satellite into space and is still progressing in their research to make another first in 

the expedition of space. The Soviet Union must continue research in this field and avoid 

constant US surveillance to ensure their dominance in the Space Race. In order to prove your 

worldly dominance to the United States, it’s imperative to take actions that put us in front of the 

US in terms of exploring the realm of space and, by doing so, become one step closer with 

ending our feud with the US in the Cold War. 

 

The Soviet Union is currently one step ahead of the Americans in this race. The Soviets 

have already had the first human, dog, and satellite in space. However, the Americans are 

quickly gaining ground as this race becomes more and more competitive. It is critical that the 

Soviets continue to spy on American research to ensure our success in the future. 

 

World War II 
 World War II was the catalyst leading up to the competitive nature between the two 

countries, the United States and the Soviet Union. Although they both fought on the side of the 

Allies and ultimately won the war, the result of WWII also included increases tensions between 

the United States and the Soviet Union, each working towards having supreme power of the 

international community as the each nation worked towards rebuilding post WWII Europe in 

their vision. 

 

Throughout the war, the Soviet Union and the United States began to collect information 

about German V1 and V2 rockets. These rockets were used during World War II as a 

long-range missile. Both countries also captured German scientists, who were then forced to 

work for the Soviet Union or the United States. The United States and Soviet Union wanted to 

gain knowledge on these very dangerous rocket weapons so they had a better chance of 

defeating the other, should fighting break out. While the United States was the only nation with 

knowledge on how to create a nuclear weapon, on August 29th, 1949 the Soviet Union tested 

their first atomic bomb. This furthered the tensions between the two nations as they feared that 

the other might use a nuclear weapon on the other. 
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The Axis and Allied Powers 
Throughout World War II, nations separated into two separate groups: the Axis and 

Allied Powers. The Axis Powers initially consisted of authoritarian nations such as: Germany, 

Italy, and Japan. Throughout the war, they gained more support by the nations like Hungary, 

Romania, Slovakia, and Bulgaria. 

 

The first step they took was to create the Tripartite Pact. This pact, also known as the 

Berlin Pact, was created between the three original powers and was a defensive military 

alliance. The Tripartite Pact was primarily directed at the United States. It did not have much 

effect due to the locations of the countries. With Japan being nearly half-way around the word, 

there was a lack of communication and both nations had disparate interests in what they would 

like to gain from war.  

 

The Allied Powers were made up by the nations that wanted to end the brute aggression 

of Germany and Japan. Also being named the United Nations, they were led by the “Big Three”, 

the United States, the Soviet Union, and the United Kingdom and strongly supported by France 

and Poland.The alliance was formalised by the Declaration by United Nations which declared 

that they were at an alliance against the axis forces. Together the power had decided that the 

main threat to them was the growing German Military who were close to defeating the Soviet 

Union and after would try to overtake the UK. 

 

Paris Peace Treaty 
The Paris Peace Treaty was signed on February 10th, 1947. It was the product from the 

Paris Peace conference and was the finalized ending to World War II. The negotiation was 

thoroughly discussed with the now minor Axis Power, Italy. They wanted to make sure that they 

could avoid what had happened previously with the Treaty of Versailles.The treaty stated an 

agreement of monetary reparations, settlement of territorial disputes, and political commitments.  

 

The reparations from the war were becoming a source of tension post-war. The Soviet 

Union was demanding high amounts of money from countries that had been a part of the Axis 

Powers. The Soviets were entitled to be re-payed by all of the allied forces due to the conditions 
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they were left under.  However, they did not involve Bulgaria because they did not have 

involvement in war against the Soviet Union. The Soviet Union required this money from the war 

to rebuild the cities destroyed in our homeland and stabilize our economy.  

 

The Cold War 
The Cold War was not a war as we typically think of it, but rather a period of high 

tensions between the Soviet Union and its Allies, and the United States and theirs. Because of 

this, there was no official start to the cold war, but it is generally accepted to have started in 

1947. Tensions rose between the United States and the Soviet Union towards the end of World 

War II as both nations became afraid that the other would use newly developed aircrafts to 

launch espionage attacks against the other. In addition, both nations held fear that the other 

would commit to the use of nuclear weapons. Because of this, both sides looked at different 

ways to demonstrate superiority over the rival, so they turned to space expedition. 
 

Tension Between Nations 
The rivalry between the United States and the Soviet Union manifested itself in 

propaganda and paranoia between the two nations. With the US having possession of the most 

powerful weapon in the world, Soviet citizens were warned of the west, and of the possibility of 

a nuclear war to that could destroy the Union. With this fear in place, negotiations were very 

tentative, and little progress could be made in building a better relationship. 

 

The Truman Doctrine and the Marshall Plan 
World War II left Europe in shambles, even more so than from World War I, and with the 

defeat of the Axis Powers, there was now a need to rebuild. This issue came to both the US, 

and the USSR, both of whom wanted to rebuild Europe in their own way. The U.S. installing 

democratic capitalistic nations, and the Soviets installing socialistic nations. For the US, this 

came in the form of the Truman Doctrine and the Marshall Plan. The doctrine was issued by 

President Harry Truman, and stated that the United States would provide political, military, and 

economic assistance to all democratic nations under threat from authoritarian forces. This was a 

massive stab at the Soviet Union, as this presented America as a definite threat against their 
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goals in Eastern Europe. Furthermore, the Marshall Plan was an economic program devised to 

help support nations that were still recovering from World War II.  

  

The Berlin Blockade 
Following the Paris Peace Conference, Germany was divided into sections controlled by 

each of the four main Allied Powers: England, France, America, and the Soviet Union. However, 

on June 24, 1948, the Soviets blocked all entry into Berlin in an attempt to stop the influence of 

the capitalistic powers occupying the rest of Germany. In response to this, the United States 

began sending nearly 600 to 700 tons of supplies into the city through the air. This continued 

every day for eleven months until the Soviets gave in and ended the blockade.  

 

Allies of the Soviet Union 
The main Allies to the Soviet Union fell under the blanket of the Eastern Bloc, consisting 

of: Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Mongolia, Poland, and Romania (Cuba was an ally, but 

did not fall under this category). These countries were all satellite states; they were formally 

independent, however, they were under significant political, economic, and military influence 

from the Soviet Union.  

 

The Arms Race 
While the United States was the first country with access to an atomic weapon, they 

would soon not be the only one. On August 29, 1949, the Soviets successfully detonated their 

first atomic bomb, beginning the arms race between the two nations. This race led to numerous 

nuclear tests by America and the Soviets, along with the and the creation of many nuclear 

weapons. These immense arsenals led to immense paranoia in the two nations, and the 

theories of Brinkmanship, the use of the threat of war in order to achieve compromises between 

the US and the Soviets, and MAD, an unspoken policy in which if either side launched a direct 

attack against the other party, the latter would respond in launching their entire arsenal.  

 

The Space Race 
With the tensions of the world higher than ever before, the line between life and a nuclear 

apocalypse is thin. The Arms Race has created enough nuclear power to destroy all humanity. 
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To avoid complete global destruction, you must show your superiority in other outlets such as 

spreading communism throughout the world, expanding your influence, and prove that you have 

the best science, engineering, and technology in the world. One way you have successfully 

show your power is with Sputnik, the first satellite sent into space. However, this race is far from 

over. You need to continue to expand your space technology to prove that the USSR is truly the 

best nation in the world. 

  

 

Questions to Consider 
Delegates should consider these questions during their research and when 

formulating ideas for solutions. 

1. What scientists and technology do you possess that could get your nation to the 

moon? 

2. How can you gather intel on the United States? 

 

Positions 
 

Sergey Korolyov - Chief Engineer 
Sergey Korolyov was the lead Russian aerospace rocket engineer in the Soviet Space Program. 

He is most famously known for helping to develop the R-7 Booster Rocket, Sputnik, launching 

Laika and the first human going into space. Later, he was arrested for the mismanagement of funds. 

When he was released, he became a key figure in the development of the Soviet Intercontinental 

ballistic missile program. 

 

Mikhail S. Khomyakov -  Chief Designer 
Mikhail Stepanovich Khomyakov was the Chief Constructor of Sputnik. Along with this, he was a 

major contributor in the development of many other satellites such as Vostok and some of the 

early Kosmos models. His background in engineering and space will provide a very scientific 

view of the committee.  
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Georgy Zhukov- Minister of Defense of the Soviet Union 
He was the Chief of General Staff for the Soviet’s Red Army. During World War II, he played a 

crucial role in Soviet victory over German forces which resulted in the end of the war in Europe. 

Georgy Zhukov was responsible for offensive Russian attacks such as the Battle of Berlin and 

defensive responses to German offensive moves like Operation Barbarossa. 

 

Helmut Gröttrup - Captured German Rocket Scientist 
Before working in the Soviet space program, Helmut Gröttrup was a German engineer and 

rocket scientist. Later, he decided to work for the Soviet Rocketry Program. Butin October of 

1946, Helmut Gröttrup and his associates were forced at gunpoint to move deeper into the 

Soviet Union. There, they were forced to recreate German scientific innovations like the V-2 

missile. This gain of information for the Soviet Union helped them to catch up in the arms and 

space race. 

 

Mikhail Yangel - Chief Designer/ICBM Development 
Mikhail Kuzmich Yangel was a leading missile designer in the Soviet Union. Late, he moved to the 

field of ballistic missiles, where he first was in charge of guidance systems. As Sergei Korolev’s 

associate, he set up a rocket propulsion center in Dnipro in Ukraine which later formed the basis of 

his own OKB-586 design bureau in 1954. Yangel’s facility served to mass-produce and further 

develop intercontinental ballistic missiles (ICBMs) in which area Yangel was a pioneer of storable 

hypergolic fuels. Without these innovations, the Soviet Union would be behind in the space race. 

 

Valentin Glushko - Chief Designer 
Valentin Petrovich Glushko was a Soviet engineer, and designer of rocket engines during the 

Soviet/American Space Race. At the end of World War II, Glushko was sent to Germany and 

Eastern Europe to study the German rocket program. In 1946, he became the chief designer of 

his own bureau, the OKB 456. 

 

Stanislav Poplavsky - Army General 

Stanislav Poplavsky was a Polish General in the Soviet Union’s army. From 1930 onwards, he 

was a member of the communist party in Russia and believed strongly in many of their ideals 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dnipro
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intercontinental_ballistic_missile
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hypergolic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guidance_system
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sergei_Korolev
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about how a government should be run. He commanded the Second Polish Army (1944) and 

later the First Polish Army (1945) where he also enforced that his troops stay loyal to the 

communist ideals. From 1949 to 1956 he was a member of the Central Committee of the Polish 

United Workers Party. 

 

Vladimir Chelomei - Chief Designer 
Vladimir Chelomei was a Soviet mechanics scientist, aviation and missile engineer. He was 

responsible for the invention of the very first Soviet pulse jet engine, along with the development 

of the world's first anti-ship cruise missiles, as well as ICBM complexes like the UR-100, 

UR-200, UR-500 and UR-700. He also oversaw the establishment of the USSR Special Design 

Bureau on designing pilot-less aircraft (OKB-52). In 1955, Chelomei was appointed the Chief 

Designer of the OKB-52, where he continued to work on cruise missiles. Chelomei continued his 

scientific research, earning a doctorate in science from Bauman Moscow Higher Technical 

School. He became a professor at the School in 1952. 

 

Ivan Serov - Chairman of the KGB 
Since his appointment in March 1954 Serov has secured the safety of many important officials 

as they traveled abroad. While the British press called him names such as “Ivan the Terrible” 

and “The Butcher”, British agents described him as “a capable organiser with a cunning mind”. 

 

Kerim Kerimov - Co-Founder of the Soviet Space Program 
Architect of the 1 manned Vostok probe, and one of the founders of the Soviet Space Program. 

After World War II, Kerimov worked on the Soviet intercontinental ballistic missile program as an 

expert in rocket technology. He was also sent to Germany to gather information on the German 

V-2 rocket in order to assist the Soviet’s advancement in the space race. 

 

Mstislav Keldysh - Chief Theoretician 
Mstislav Keldysh was one of the key figures behind the Soviet Space Program. He was 

considered the Chief Theoretician of this program. Throughout the 1940s Keldysh served as the 

leader of a group of applied mathematicians. This group was involved in almost all large 

scientific projects conducted by the Soviet Union. Keldysh was the creator of the Calculation 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bauman_Moscow_Higher_Technical_School
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bauman_Moscow_Higher_Technical_School
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/OKB-52
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Bureau, which held most of the mathematical problems related to the development of nuclear 

weapons. This bureau is credited with designing the first Soviet computers. In 1947 Keldysh 

became a member of Communist Party. 

 

Further Research 
Although this guide is a great starting point for research, additional investigation is 

necessary for further understanding of the committee and the topics to be discussed. Below are 

a few sources to help delegates begin this process. That being said, delegates are strongly 

encouraged to look for sources beyond those listed here, especially when researching topics 

specific to particular positions. Taking these actions will ensure a successful committee 

experience for all delegates. 
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