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Hello, delegates!  

 

My name is Seth Kahn, and I am a sophomore at 

Wyoming High School. This will be my fifth year of 

Model UN. I have been to ten conferences, including 

SSUNS, MUNUM, WYOMUN, and many others. This 

will be my fourth year of participating in WYOMUN. 

Last year, I helped run the Fallout committee at 

WYOMUN IV, and this year, I will be your Vietnam War 

committee crisis director. I am also the under 

secretary-general of registration for WYOMUN. My love 

of Model UN comes from my interest in public speaking 

and civic activism, and I keep myself informed about 

current events. 

 

Along with Model UN, my interests include 

math, computer science, and current events. I went to 

state for Mathcounts in eighth grade. I also read in my 

free time (which has become a lot less common now that 

I have entered high school). I play tennis and ultimate 

Frisbee for the school, as well as participating in 

academic team, Spanish club, and chess club. I also 

enjoy playing the trombone. Because of my interest in current events, and my belief that our 

generation needs to speak out about issues that affect us, I spoke at our school’s walkout after 

the Parkland shooting, and I plan to become more active in politics and activism. I also watch 

shows on Netflix and Amazon Prime, including The Office, Parks and Recreation, Psych, and 

House. 
 

I became interested in the Vietnam War after reading the book Most Dangerous: Daniel 

Ellsberg and the Secret History of the Vietnam War in eighth grade. It is still one of my favorite 

books and my favorite non-fiction book. I am also currently watching the Ken Burns series on 

Vietnam. I really hope that my passion for current events and historical ones, such as the 

Vietnam War, translates into an amazing committee experience for you, as delegates in this 

committee, and I also want to garner a greater love of Model UN and history in all of you. 

 

I am very excited for WYOMUN V, and I can’t wait for what I hope will be the best 

WYOMUN yet! I hope that you are as excited as I am for WYOMUN. Please feel free to contact 

me at seth.avi10@gmail.com if you have any questions or concerns! 

 

Seth Kahn 

Crisis Director 

Dominoes and Deceit: The Vietnam War 
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Greetings delegates! 

 

My name is Liam O’Shaughnessy, and I will be your Head Chair for this committee. I am 

a freshman at Wyoming High School, and this is my third year doing Model United Nations. I 

went to every available WYOMUN conference during 

middle school, such as the Space Race and the Norman 

Conquest. I am also the Secretary-General for Junior 

Ohio Model United Nations. Being a natural debater, I 

enjoy the types of conversations that these conferences 

facilitate. We may have to suspend disbelief to partake in 

this event, but by no means does that prevent us from 

learning. Much of modern politics is calamitous, and 

these conferences allow us to take a break from that 

while still acquiring the same important skills. 

 

In addition to the Model United Nations program, 

I am very interested in STEM, philosophy, politics, and 

psychology. In my free time, I will read Kant, Kropotkin, 

or Skinner. I do Academic Team and Student Council as 

well. I am very interested in music theory as a result of 

choir and piano and am an avid French student. I am 

very invested in politics, so if you have any questions 

regarding that, ask me. 

 

Vietnam is a quintessential moment of U.S. foreign policy, so naturally, I was intrigued. I 

really began to study it closer after seeing an interview with Chomsky discussing it. His position 

was, at the time, the public needed to act more and become fully aware of what was happening. 

He personally felt guilty that he did not do more, after the fact. This type of political awareness is 

quite important in modern society, with growing war and poverty. If we are to survive as 

humanity, we have to be able to better than we once did, to learn from our mistakes, and this 

conference can help to provide context for how to do that. 

 

With this conference happening soon, I am sure that we are all anxious. If you have any 

questions, comments, or concerns, contact me at liamos1618@gmail.com. I look forward to 

seeing you there! 

 

Liam J. O’Shaughnessy 

Head Chair 

Dominoes and Deceit: The Vietnam War 
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Introduction 

Communism is spreading rapidly throughout the world, and the only things that stand in 

its way are the nations of NATO, especially the United States. Many U.S. decision-makers 

believe that policy should be based on the Domino Effect, which states that if one nation falls to 

communism, the surrounding areas will as well. Therefore, the United States has entered the 

Vietnam War, and it has begun to aid the southern state in order to protect it from the north, led 

by a revolutionary known as Ho Chi Minh, as a way to prevent communism from spreading 

throughout Indochina, as well as larger Asia. The North Vietnamese are being aided by the 

Soviet Union. 

Congress has not formally 

declared war but instead has 

passed the Gulf of Tonkin 

Resolution, which responded to a 

supposed firing on a U.S. ship in 

the Gulf of Tonkin. Several 

groups in the United States - 

including Marxists and pacifists - 

are not happy with this 

resolution. These groups are 

protesting in large numbers, and 

if unmanaged, could cause 

greater unrest and possibly 

incapacitate the war effort. In 

addition, if the U.S persists in their violent and sometimes inhumane military strategies, the 

United Nations could find justification to interfere. With growing dissatisfaction towards the 

government, Lyndon B. Johnson’s approval rating is dropping fast, and many officials are 

worried about the implications of this scenario. 

South Vietnamese intelligence has discovered that the North Vietnamese Army is 

planning a large offensive sometime in the near future. This is a large concern, as the scale of 

this operation could lead to a widening of the conflict. During this committee, delegates must 

keep in mind that this is a war on many fronts and focusing on only one will prove to be a fatal 

mistake. 

 

Background 

In 1887, the modern states of Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia were conquered by the 

French, who renamed the area French Indochina. As with the majority of colonized populations 

in the 20th century, the Vietnamese remained steadfast in their national identity and did not 

find themselves assimilating with the French. 

During World War II, Japan launched its attack on Indochina. Eventually, the Rising 

Sun of Japan had the region effectively under its control, as Emperor Bảo Đại  did whatever the 
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Japanese demanded, and the Japanese removed the Vichy French government and reinstated 

Bảo Đại as Head of State. 

 

Ho Chi Minh 

Ho Chi Minh created the Viet Minh in 1941 as an anti-Japanese nationalist movement. 

Minh, a believer in communism as the savior to the current state of affairs, had been inspired by 

the Bolshevik Revolution. As a young man, he had joined the Communist Party and traveled to 

the Soviet Union to study. When he went back to Vietnam and created the Viet Minh, the United 

States decided to provide aid in order to undermine Japanese 

rule. After the Japanese surrendered, during the Paris Peace 

Treaties, Ho Chi Minh further rallied the Viet Minh in order to 

try to make sure that no one imperially owned Vietnam. He saw 

the time around the Japanese surrender and their loss of 

Vietnam as the perfect opportunity to keep the French from 

retaking Indochina and for Vietnam to become a sovereign 

nation, so he declared independence on September 2, 1945. 

The Chinese and British, who were overseeing the 

Japanese withdrawal, undermined the authority of the Viet 

Minh and allowed the French to return. By late 1946, the 

French had mobilized 50,000 troops in Vietnam and regained 

control of Saigon. The Viet Minh launched the August 

Revolution against the French in return. Around this time, Ho 

Chi Minh persuaded Bảo Đại to abdicate, leading to  the First 

Indochina War. The Soviet Union and China, a recently 

communist power under Chairman Mao Zedong, recognized 

Minh’s Democratic Republic of Vietnam and provided aid. The United States, on the other hand, 

trying to prevent the spread of communism, provided the French with $1 billion as an attempt to 

retake their territory, which resulted in failure when the French surrendered at the Battle of 

Dien Bien Phu. 

 

Geneva Conference and Aftermath 

At the 1954 Geneva Conference, Vietnam was recognized as independent from France. 

Vietnam was partitioned at the 17th Parallel to remove the French military from the North, and 

the Viet Minh from the South. The North became a communist nation under Ho Chi Minh, and 

the South became a capitalist state that went through a series of military dictatorships and other 

forms of government. The American government proposed reunification elections under 

American supervision. Naturally, the Soviet Union rejected this model because they believed 

that the United States would try to influence the elections in favor of the capitalist South. At this 

point, United States President Dwight D. Eisenhower withdrew from the affair and did not sign 

any documents, as further attempts to increase American involvement would be seen as blatant 

meddling. 
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By 1956, France had withdrawn all of their troops from the region.  As the agreement 

said, the North and South would each hold an internationally supervised election. South 

Vietnamese politician Ngô Đình Diệm interfered with the election supervised by his brother, 

Ngô Đình Nhu, with help from Eisenhower. This incident was not known by the general public 

at the time, but Diệm was wildly successful, winning with an astonishing 98.2% of the vote for 

South Vietnam. Ho Chi Minh won the Northern election, also interfering with the process. 

 

The National Liberation Front and the Viet Cong 

The National Liberation Front (NLF) was a communist 

group created on December 20, 1960 to overthrow the South 

Vietnamese government and the reunify North and South 

Vietnam. In 1960, the Viet Cong formed as their military arm. The 

Viet Cong had three goals: a drastic reduction of the American 

presence in Vietnam, the creation of a partisan coalition, and the 

liberalization of the South Vietnamese state. The Viet Cong mostly 

fought using guerrilla warfare tactics. 

 

Development of the Governments 

Diệm launched fervent anti-communist campaigns, which 

imprisoned communists and participants in events deemed 

communist. Also, he heavily supported Catholics and their 

institutions, exempting them from laws and giving only the 

Catholic population arms to fight the Vietcong. This was alarming 

to the Buddhist majority of the nation, who slowly had their 

religious and civil liberties dismantled. To prevent rebellions and 

protests in the country, he passed Law 10/59, which permitted the 

admission of the death penalty for any participants in non-state sanctioned political violence. By 

this point, the partition line, once merely temporary, was now the dividing line between two 

different countries. 

There is controversy over exactly when the North Vietnamese state began aiding the Viet 

Cong. The Viet Cong attempted to distinguish itself from the North for fear of an accusation 

from the international community of violating the Geneva Accords. The Viet Cong were very 

popular in their home, South Vietnam, as Diệm reinstituted landlords and the rent system, 

which were abolished by the Viet Minh. The Communist Party of the North declared a people’s 

war on the Southern state and ordered the repair of the Ho Chi Minh Trail for mobilization. The 

Viet Cong won small battles, even when the South Vietnamese forces were much better 

equipped, as the South Vietnamese military leaders were generally not as skilled in strategy.  

To the discontent of the majority, Diệm and his brother, Ngô Đình  Nhu, began to 

eliminate the Buddhist population by launching shootings and raids. Of those upset with Diem’s 

actions, perhaps the most important was the United States, who finally put their coup into 

action. Their actions took place through “Cable 243”, in which the U.S. Secretary of State gave 

the ultimatum to Diệm to either re move his brother, Ngô Đình Nhu, from power or he himself 
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would be removed. Diem refused to remove his brother from power, and so he was shot. After a 

period of political turmoil with Dương Văn Minh as a junta leader, Nguyễn Cao Kỳ became the 

current Prime Minister and Nguyễn Văn Thiệu became the Head of State. 

 

United States Intervention 

Formal United States involvement in Vietnam began on 

November 1, 1955, when President Dwight D. Eisenhower 

deployed the Military Assistance Advisory Group (MAAG) 

to train the South Vietnamese Army. Once he took office, 

President John F. Kennedy found himself in quite a 

predicament over not just the Vietnam War, but also the 

Bay of Pigs failure and the threat of nuclear war with 

Russia. This lead him to perpetuate the war as a proxy war 

in order to stop the communists from gaining any more 

power. He considered sending in much of the army but 

decided that it would have disastrous consequences in the 

long run. Nonetheless, Kennedy increased the United 

States involvement in 1960, with troop levels gradually 

surging under the MAAG program, from just under a 

thousand in 1959 to 16,000 by 1963. 

           While fighting on a large scale had not yet begun, the 

North Vietnamese Army had engaged in skirmishes with 

South Vietnamese forces. The Viet Cong carried out 

guerrilla attacks on Southern Vietnamese troops. Major military escalation by the United States 

began in 1964, following the Gulf of Tonkin Incident. 

 

The Gulf of Tonkin Incident 

On July 31, 1964, U.S.-backed patrol boats shot at two North Vietnamese islands in the 

Gulf of Tonkin. The U.S. warship Maddox later entered the area, and two days later, it was 

attacked by three North Vietnamese torpedo boats. It chased them away and was joined by the 

U.S. destroyer Turner Joy for security. 

On the night of August 4th, the two ships reported that they were being fired on by 

enemy boats. They could not spot them because of a large storm, but they began to fire back. 

There were no confirmed hits, and no evidence could be found of the encounter. Some pilots 

even stated that they did not believe there was an actual attack, and that it was just a freak 

weather effect. However, reports of this nature were hidden, and this series of events gave 

President Lyndon B. Johnson authorization to deploy a greater number of United States troops.  

The Gulf of Tonkin Resolution was not a formal declaration of war, but rather was the 

authorization by Congress to allow the President to escalate in Vietnam. By the end of the 

subsequent mobilizations, there were 184,000 United States troops in Vietnam. 

Weaponry 
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Since the start of American involvement in the Vietnam War, there have been increasing 

technological advancements in South Vietnam, especially those in the field of weaponry. 

Regarding aerial combat, the Vietnam War has seen a transition of primarily airplane-based 

warfare to an emphasis on helicopters. In addition, fighter planes are being used much less than 

in previous wars, due to the dense forests and jungles of Southeast Asia. Some of the main uses 

for planes in this conflict are bombing, biological warfare, troop transporting, and 

reconnaissance, just to name a few. Helicopters serve the same purpose but are much more 

efficient. On the North Vietnamese side, however, there have been relatively few advancements, 

and many weapons in their arsenal were also deployed in World War II. North Vietnam is not 

using helicopters at this moment, but the future is uncertain. 

 

Factions Within the U.S. 

Pro-War 

The pro-war citizens are known as Warhawks, who are heavily 

anti-communist. They argued “domino theory” as the reason for the 

war, saying that if one country fell to communism, the neighboring 

states would. This theory is a cornerstone of U.S. foreign policy, as 

espoused by Kennedy and many politicians. They believe that the 

Vietnam War is a necessary part of the Cold War and challenging the 

North Vietnamese is the only way to prevent the spread of 

communism throughout southern and central Asia. 

 

 

Anti-War 

The anti-war movement is a large coalition of 

conscientious objectors, minority rights movements, and 

student activists, all united under the same ideology. They 

argue that American involvement has lead to the death of 

thousands of innocent Americans and Vietnamese, and that 

the U.S. can allocate their funds to more important issues 

as well as allowing self-determination for the Vietnamese 

people. The Students For A Democratic Society is a linchpin 

of the anti-war movement. 

 

Current Situation 

This committee begins on July 28, 1965. Delegates from the United States cabinet and 

higher-ups in the intelligence agencies are meeting with high-level South Vietnamese leaders in 

the South Vietnamese capital of Saigon in order to discuss strategy for the war. Earlier today, 

President Lyndon B. Johnson announced the additional deployment of 50,000 troops in 

Vietnam, bringing the total U.S. deployment from 75,000 to 125,000 troops. In addition, he has 

more than doubled the draft from 17,000 to 35,000. This is a major escalation in the American 
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engagement. The aforementioned move by the President has essentially guaranteed the military 

leaders in Vietnam, such as General Westmoreland, a blank check to pursue victory against 

North Vietnam and to protect their allies in the South. We have also received intelligence that 

the North Vietnamese are planning a major offensive, so delegates must be ready to address this 

concern and defend against a possible attack.  

However, America’s increasing 

involvement in the war has created ideological 

tension. On one side are the Warhawks, who 

argue the “domino theory” as a reason to stay in 

the war. The anti-war movement, on the other 

hand, argues that American involvement has 

lead to the death of thousands of innocent 

Americans and Vietnamese, and that the U.S. 

should exit the war.  

In addition to the United States, South 

Vietnam is beginning to lose support from their 

people. At this point, 64% of Americans support 

the war in Vietnam; however, this number is 

decreasing rapidly. Our analysts believe that at 

the current rate, the majority of Americans will be against the war within just a few years. 

Delegates must make sure that President Johnson and Thiệu and Kỳ’s approval ratings do not 

drop too low. 

In this committee, delegates will be tasked with crafting military and diplomatic 

strategies to win the war, as well as responding to domestic and international pressures 

regarding the conflict. There will be two aspects of the war on which the delegates will be 

focused: preventing a Viet Cong victory in Vietnam and making sure internal dissent does not 

divide the country and incapacitate the war effort.  

 

Committee Structure 

Our committee will run a bit differently than some others. We will occasionally use 

something called a timed crisis. Like in most war committees, battles will occur. Some of these 

will be run normally by crisis. This is how you might be used to them. However, if South 

Vietnam is currently being attacked and an urgent solution is required, the committee will have 

a timed crisis of around fifteen to twenty minutes to create a plan for defense or retaliatory 

strikes. A timed crisis in Model UN is a period of time where no crisis notes may be sent, and 

there is a specific goal that the committee has to complete in a certain period of time. In this 

case, the committee will have a timed crisis with the goal of coming up with a defense plan. 

Delegates will receive information regarding current intelligence and must submit a plan in the 

form of a passed committee directive. The more specific and detailed the plan is, the more likely 

it will be to succeed. Be ready for anything this war might throw at you. 

Questions To Consider 
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● How will America and South Vietnam deal with increasing anti-war protests at college 

campuses and in other places around the countries? 

● Should the committee petition Congress to make the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution into a 

more formal declaration of war? 

● What should the White House do to address rumors of presidential lies and election 

interference in Vietnam? 

● How can this committee protect the reputation of the current administration in the 

United States as well as South Vietnam, despite widespread distrust? 

● How should America respond to any Soviet Union pushback or threats? 

● What can America and South Vietnam do to protect against the spread of communism 

throughout Asia? 

● To what extent should these nations escalate or de-escalate the number of troops on the 

ground, and on what types of warfare should the militaries be putting stress? 

● At what point should the administrations of America and South Vietnam look for a 

diplomatic solution while still being able to protect capitalism in Indochina and Asia in 

general? 

 

American Leaders 

 

Hubert Humphrey Vice President of the United States and President of the Senate: 
After leaving the University of Minnesota’s Ph.D. track to 

pursue politics, Humphrey worked on Franklin Delano 

Roosevelt’s 1944 reelection campaign. He later successfully ran 

for mayor of Minneapolis, serving from 1945 to 1948. He 

helped found the liberal anti-communist Americans for 

Democratic Action (ADA) and became one of the leading 

progressive Democrats around the time of President Truman’s 

re-election. 

 

From 1949 to 1964, Humphrey served as a senator, with 

notable actions, such as co-sponsoring a resolution separating 

over-the-counter and prescription drugs and proposing to 

make membership in the Communist Party a felony. He also 

introduced a bill to create the Peace Corps in 1957. He then 

became vice-president in 1965. 

From the start, Humphrey has opposed America’s growing 

presence in Vietnam. After a successful North Vietnamese 
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attack, Humphrey attempted to prevent further escalation of 

the war. He believes that the bombing of North Vietnam will 

not produce results and that deploying troops in South 

Vietnam is the only way to win. However, he also believes that 

this will take too long, not until long after President Johnson 

faces re-election. Humphrey’s opinions against the war caused 

President Johnson to remove Humphrey from his inner circle 

until he agreed to support the war. 

Dean Rusk Secretary of State: 
Dean Rusk served as a Reserve Captain of the Infantry in 

World War II. However, he became a Colonel by the end of the 

war and received the Legion of Merit with the Oak Leaf Cluster 

medal. He returned to America and joined the Department of 

War.  

 

Soon afterward, he started to work for the Department of State. 

There, he proposed splitting Korea at the 38th parallel. He was 

also a major part of the U.S. decision to become involved in the 

Korean War. 

 

In 1961, Rusk became President Kennedy’s Secretary of State. 

As Secretary of State, Rusk fully believed in using troops to 

fight communism, however, it is believed that he helped to 

avert nuclear war after the Cuban Missile Crisis. In regards to 

the Vietnam War, he quickly set aside his original misgivings 

and fully supported it. This made him a target of many 

anti-war protests. He tried to offer his resignation to the new 

president Lyndon B. Johnson after President Kennedy died, 

but Johnson refused and kept him on the cabinet. 

Robert McNamara Secretary of Defense: 
Robert McNamara joined World War II as a Captain in the 

Office of Statistical Control. He analyzed the efficiency and 

effectiveness of U.S. bombers. In 1946, he left the Army as 

Lieutenant Colonel. He was awarded the Legion of Merit 

award. 

 

Robert McNamara was offered the position of Secretary of 

Defense by President Kennedy only a few weeks after he 

became the president of Ford (the first outside of the Ford 

family). He accepted the position and quickly became a friend 

and close advisor of President Kennedy. Secretary McNamara 

was against policies of large-scale nuclear retaliation in case of 

attack by the Soviets, and he instead supported small-scale 

flexible responses. He stayed on as Secretary of Defense under 

President Johnson. 
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In regards to Vietnam, McNamara created a statistical measure 

of success. He decided that Vietnam would be won as a war of 

attrition, and used a body count metric to measure success. In 

1965, he visited Vietnam and returned disenchanted with the 

war, thinking that the U.S. was not making any progress. 

However, he kept up a façade of support to the public. He has 

begun to form a research group to create a top-secret record of 

U.S. involvement in Indochina. 

Nicholas Katzenbach Attorney General: 
Nicholas Katzenbach enlisted in the army after Pearl Harbor 

and served in the United States Army Air Corps in World War 

II. He was kept as a German and Italian prisoner of war for two 

years after his plane went down in 1943. 

 

Katzenbach worked for President Kennedy as Deputy Attorney 

General. He led thousands of U.S. soldiers to protect against 

segregation at southern schools and was instrumental in 

writing and passing a civil rights bill in 1964. 

 

Katzenbach was appointed Attorney General by President 

Johnson in 1965. He helped to create the Warren Commision 

to investigate the assassination of President Kennedy. As a 

member of President Johnson’s cabinet, Katzenbach has 

pushed for peace negotiations in Vietnam. However, many 

people still see him as part of the reason for the U.S.’ bloody 

stalemate in Vietnam because of his use of the Tonkin 

Resolution to justify further escalation in Vietnam. 

John T. Connor Secretary of Commerce: 
John T. Connor served in the Marines during the Korean War 

as assistant to the future Navy Secretary James Forrestal. He 

became President Johnson’s first cabinet appointment as 

secretary of commerce and worked to prevent rising inflation. 

 

Secretary Connor felt that the Vietnam War was wrong and 

that it was creating major problems for the U.S. economy. So 

far, he has not been successful in becoming a major player in 

the administration, but he can turn that around. 

Alan Boyd Secretary of Transportation: 
Alan Stephenson Boyd was born on July 20, 1922, in 

Jacksonville, Florida. He finished school at the University of 

Florida in 1941. He joined the United States Army Air Forces in 

1942 and continued to serve until the end of World War II. 

After retiring in 1945 from the army, Boyd got a Bachelor of 
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Laws from the University of Virginia. 

 

Alan Boyd became the Chairman of Civil Aeronautics Board 

under President Kennedy. He was later appointed as the first 

Secretary of Transportation by President Lyndon B. Johnson. 

Boyd has been working on increasing passenger train usage as 

well as trying to convince President Johnson to allocate more 

funds for transportation in Vietnam but has so far been 

unsuccessful on both accounts. 

Arthur Goldberg U.S. Representative to the United Nations: 
Arthur Goldberg worked for a precursor to the CIA in World 

War II. He then became a labor lawyer in Chicago. President 

Kennedy hired him first as the secretary of labor, then as an 

associate justice to the Supreme Court. 

 

In 1965, President Johnson appointed Arthur Goldberg as the 

U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations. Arthur Goldberg 

agreed to resign his chair in the Supreme Court in order to 

have more sway in trying to convince President Johnson to pull 

out of Vietnam. 

General William 

Westmoreland 

Senior U.S. Commander in South Vietnam: 
General Westmoreland served in World War II, and he was 

promoted to Brigadier-General in the Korean War. In 1964, 

Westmoreland became commander of Military Assistance 

Command, Vietnam. 

 

General Westmoreland is convinced that a war of attrition was 

the best way to defeat the North Vietnamese Army. He believes 

that the only way to win is to dramatically increase the number 

of troops in Vietnam. However, every time he has given 

President Johnson a number so far, Johnson has asked 

Congress for only part of his requests. 

Earle “Bus” Wheeler Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff: 
Earle Wheeler was appointed as the Chairman of the Joint 

Chiefs of Staff in 1964 by President Lyndon B. Johnson. 

Wheeler has privately expressed concerns that the Vietnam 

War is a stalemate, and that it is taking American troops from 

where they could be fighting elsewhere. He is concerned with 

the costs to U.S. ground troops. However, in public, he is a 

strong supporter of the war, and he has consistently urged 

President Johnson to strike harder in Vietnam, as well as to 

expand bombing campaigns. 

He has received many military awards, such as the Defense 

Distinguished Service Medal, Army Distinguished Service 
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Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster, Air Force Distinguished Service 

Medal, Legion of Merit, Bronze Star Medal with Oak Leaf 

ClusterArmy Commendation Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster, 

American Defense Service Medal, American Campaign Medal, 

and many more. 

John McCormack Speaker of the House of Representatives: 
John McCormack did not attend high school or college because 

he had to work in order to support his family, but at the age of 

21, he passed the Massachusetts bar exam. In June 1918, 

McCormack enlisted in the United States Army for World War 

I. In 1928, incumbent congressman James A. Gallivan died, 

and John McCormack won the special election and the next 

general election. He was reelected to the House of 

Representatives twenty times. One of McCormack's strengths is 

his personal consideration to House representatives, which 

caused people to want to work with him. 
 

As a congressman, McCormack supported the New Deal and 

U.S. involvement in World War II. He worked to improve civil 

rights, education, and health care for the elderly. McCormack 

is a firm anti-communist, and he supports U.S. involvement in 

the Vietnam War. McCormack became Speaker of the House in 

1962. 

J. Edgar Hoover Director of the FBI (Federal Bureau of Intelligence): 
J. Edgar Hoover helped to found the FBI in 1935, and he has 

been its director ever since. He has built up the FBI as a 

crime-fighting agency and modernized it. Hoover has amassed 

significant power during his time as director, and he uses that 

power to influence all levels of politics. He even has some 

power over sitting presidents. He is known to wholeheartedly 

support the Vietnam War. 

Marshall Carter Director of the NSA (National Security Agency): 
Marshall Carter served as an aide to General George C. 

Marshall while he was the Chief of Staff of the United States 

Army, Secretary of State, and Secretary of Defense. Afterward, 

he became the deputy director of the Central Intelligence 

Agency as a Lieutenant General, before being appointed as 

director of the National Security Agency in 1965. He has 

received thirteen military awards. 

Joseph Carroll Director of the DIA (Defense Intelligence Agency): 
Joseph Carroll joined the FBI after getting his law degree, 

where he earned special attention from J. Edgar Hoover for his 

work at capturing gangster Roger Touhy. He later became the 
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director of a new Air Force agency for counterintelligence. He 

went into active duty, and by 1950, he was a Major General. 

Carroll continued to rise through the ranks of the military until 

Robert McNamara appointed him the Director of the Defense 

Intelligence Agency. His strong support of the Vietnam War 

has caused conflict with his children. 

Richard M. Helms Director of the CIA (Central Intelligence Agency): 
Richard Helms was appointed Director of the Central 

Intelligence Agency in 1965 by President Lyndon Johnson. He 

was part of CIA operations to gain intelligence as well as direct 

missions in Vietnam. The CIA has been working to create a 

strong South Vietnamese government, as well as covertly 

creating a military group of Hmong people from Laos to fight 

the Vietnamese. 

George Christian White House Press Secretary: 
After graduating from high school in 1944, George Christian 

joined the United States Marine Corps and served in the Pacific 

Theater during WWII. George Christian will be in charge of 

making sure the public image of Lyndon B. Johnson stays 

positive and ensuring the committee addresses this issue. 

 

 

South Vietnamese Leaders 

 

Nguyễn Văn Thiệu Military Junta Leader of South Vietnam: 
Nguyễn Văn Thiệu was a lieutenant colonel when French forces 

withdrew from Vietnam. He helped to defend former president 

Ngô Đình Diệm from a coup, but later joined the coup and 

forced the president out of office, taking control. He became the 

chief of state, with Kỳ as the prime minister. Elections will take 

place soon, and Thiệu, with Kỳ as his running mate, has a large 

chance of victory. He will want to stop the United States from 

leaving the war before a victory at all costs. 

Nguyễn Cao Kỳ Prime Minister of South Vietnam: 
Nguyễn Cao Kỳ enlisted in the French-backed Vietnamese 

National Army and became a pilot in 1954. After the French 

exited from Vietnam, Kỳ became commander of the Republic of 

Vietnam Air Force. Kỳ worked with the CIA to organize military 

intelligence infiltration into North Vietnam. Throughout the 

early 1960s, Kỳ worked his way up through the ranks of the 

junta and eventually became Prime Minister under the junta. 

Kỳ does not value democratic ideals and has said that if a 
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communist were to win the upcoming elections, he would fight 

them militarily. He will want to stop the United States from 

leaving the war before a victory at all costs. 

Cao Văn Viên Chairman of the South Vietnamese Joint General Staff: 
Cao Văn Viên is considered one of the greatest generals in 

Vietnam. In 1965 he was promoted to Chief of the Joint General 

Staff. One of his strategies, which has not been executed so far, 

is to invade Laos to stop the flow of supplies to the North 

Vietnamese. He will want to stop the United States from 

leaving the war before a victory at all costs. 

 

Further Research 

Although this guide is a great starting point for research, additional research by delegates 

will be necessary in order to further understand the committee and the topics to be discussed. 

Delegates are strongly encouraged to look for sources beyond the background guide, especially 

when researching topics specific to particular positions and the stances that their positions 

should take, as well as weaponry. Taking these actions is the best way to ensure success in this 

committee. I recommend watching the Ken Burns series on Netflix, as well as reading the book 

Most Dangerous: Daniel Ellsberg and the Secret History of the Vietnam War. Although the 

majority of it takes place during the Nixon presidency, it is still a great way to learn about the 

war, and it is a very good book. As a recap, please do additional research, especially on your 

position, and I can’t wait to see you at WYOMUN! 
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